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STAATS/STATTS MILLS'
By Corinne Fisher

Jackson County was formed in 1831 from portions of the counties of Mason, Kanawha and
Wood.> People had begun to inhabit this area around 1800. By 1835 there were only a few
mills in the county. Ripley had one millwright and one saw mill. Wright's Mill (later
Cottageville) had one extensive flouring mill, two saw mills and one grist mill. Two miles
below Ripley there was one flouring mill and one saw mill.> There was a sawmill in Grant
District as early as 1829. There were others on Big Sandy Creek their exact location not
established.

By 1840 when the first federal census was taken in Jackson County there were 4,890 persons
living here. A few houses were clustered around or nearby a mill or mills. Often there was
also a blacksmith shop and a store in the vicinity. Other than that the settlers were scattered
along the Ohio River, in the Mill Creek and Sandy Creek valleys and along their tributaries. A
few were living on Reedy Creek in present Roane County.

The pioneer settlers had been hindered in their settlement by the ownership of many thousand of
acres by absentee landlords. This situation gradually improved for those who wanted to buy the
land and improve it. From year to year large tracts were sold for unpaid taxes. Others sold
portions of their holdings from time to time. Still others died and their land was placed on the
market.

During the last half of the 1780's Albert Gallatin and Savary DeValcoulon (later called John
Savary) jointly and separately acquired title to 153,359 acres of land in what became Jackson
County in 1831.* Part of Jackson County was taken to help form Wirt County in 1848.> More
of it was taken to help form Roane County in 1856.° Some of the Savary and Gallatin land fell
to these two counties.

Albert Gallatin became prominent in national affairs. He served his country as secretary of the
treasury and as ambassador to Great Britain.

Mr. Savary, then residing in Kentucky, held his portion of the land here until 1835. On April
13th of that year he sold, through his attorney, a 1,329 acre tract on Tug Fork of Mill Creek for
$392.00. The original purchasers were Jesse Slaughter and Andrew Slaughter who were to
receive the upper half and Zachariah Rollings (Rollins) who was to get the lower half. They
were to make a satisfactory division between themselves.” John Savary made a new deed to
Zachariah Rollins.® These were confirming deeds after the survey and division of the property.

The tract was first surveyed by Nathan Smith, Esq., who was the surveyor for Mason County.
Mr. Smith had represented that county when the boundary line between Jackson and Mason
counties was established in 1831. Robert Lowther, Esq., attorney and surveyor living in
Jackson County again surveyed the tract for Zachariah Rollins and George Casto, Sr. Mr.
Lowther was the grandson of the famous Frontiersman Colonel William Lowther of Harrison
County and elsewhere.



In 1845 Zachariah Rollins and wife Elizabeth sold their one-half, or 664 ' acres, to Nicholas
Lee of Kentucky, the sale price being $500. Mr. Rollins seems to have made a profit of $304.
However, it is possible and even probable that he had made some improvements such as clearing
some of the land and building a log house thereon. 3

George Casto, Sr., died in 1845 without a will. There were minor children and a settlement was
not made for several years. In 1861 his heirs were listed as owning a tract of 614 acres on Tug
Fork. This may be the same tract, lacking 50 acres, that he acquired in 1839. This land is not
part of the Staats Mill property and there is no reason to pursue the ownership further for
purposes of this article.

The fourth owner of what became the mill property was William James King of Kanawha
County. He paid Nicholas Lee and Frances E. Lee, his wife, $500 for 260 acres of the original
664 Y2 acres. This left Mr. Lee with slightly more than 400 acres of the original tract. In the
deed for the land a boundary line which "ran to the mouth of mill seat run" is mentioned. There
is no run at the site of the former mills at Staats Mill. What run was referred to is a puzzle.'

Jacob Pfost was the next owner of the site on which a mill was to be built. He was a young man
newly married to Melissa Kouns. They were to spend seven years at this location. He
purchased the 260 acre tract owned by William James King.'' It was Jacob Pfost who built the
mill as we shall soon see. A new life beckoned the Pfost family westward.

On May 8. 1858, Jacob Pfost and wife, Melissa, of Bates County, Missouri deeded one acre of
their two hundred acres to Isaac Staats of Jackson County, Virginia.'* (It would not be West
Virginia for five more years.) This is the deed that proves that Jacob Pfost built the first mill at
the location later known as Staats Mill and still later known as Statts Mills.

The deed reads, in part, as follows: "Granted, bargained and sold the following piece of land to
include the mill and mill seat thereon . . . situated in Jackson County, state of Virginia . . .
beginning at a stake above the mill on the bank of the creek. thence running with the fence to the
lower corner of the upper side of the win____ from this turning to the right and running to a large
rock as agreed on, then turning to the left, and running a straight line passing a big red oak stump
to a birch tree on the bank of the creek . . . one acre . . . it being a part of a tract of land purchased
by said Jacob Pfost from William James King ..." The chain of title was run back to John
Savary. The purchase price was $350 for one acre.

I[saac Staats owned a large farm about one-half mile from the mill and did not need to add more
to his farm acreage. Old deeds indicate that his farm came close to joining the mill property.
His home was situated where the right fork continues down Tug Fork and the left fork took the
Southall Ridge Road.

[t may be surmised that Isaac Staats had some assistance in operating the mill. The 1860 census
of Jackson County shows that Elmore Powers, age 33, and a machinist was living nearby.

Thomas Powers, born 1797, was living next door to Isaac Staats.

Although the mill was of considerable importance to the people living in its vicinity, there were



other matters which were of significance also. There would be no particular need for a public
mill until there were sufficient numbers of persons living within range of its services.

Population growth was slow but certain. Improvements were made on roads when there were
more people to work them. Religious services were needed and some educational facilities were
wanted. None of these came with the first sound of the woodsman's ax.

Written records are scarce and those that do exist offer only faint suggestions as to how the area
around Staats Mill evolved. Deeds tell of the purchase of land but that, alone, is not proof that
the purchaser came to live there. Tax lists, although useful, only prove that an assessment was
made unless the location of the taxpayer is indicated. Personal property tax lists are helpful.

As the settlers moved into an area of the county, trails from existing roads were made. As more
people came the trails were widened and improved and became roads.

One of the pioneer settlers on Tug Fork was Daniel Casto. His brother, John J. Casto lived there
also, although he may have come at a later date. These brothers had served in the War of 1812
under Captain John McWhorter of Harrison County. They were a part of the 1st Reg't. of
Virginia Militia commanded by Colonel Connell.

Soon after the close of the war Daniel Casto came to that part of Mason County that became
Jackson County in 1831. In March, 1817, he married Mary Shamblin.”” She was the daughter
of Isaac Shamblin who was born in 1775.

Daniel Casto died August 23, 1847, "about twenty miles from Ripley." The 1850 census of
Jackson County shows Mary as a widow with four daughters and one son. Her father was living
with them. She moved with others to Tazewell County, Illinois, in the 1860's. Her application
for bounty land was witnessed there by James W. Rollins who had married Sarah Casto in
Jackson County in 1840. A second witness was James Raines who had married Mary Casto at
the same place in 1849."

The most influential person in the area that included Staats Mill was George Casto, Sr. who lived
on upper Mill Creek. It was he who purchased half of the 1,329 acre tract sold by John Savary
in 1835. As has been previously stated, his tract did not include the future mill site.

George Casto, Sr., was born about 1790, the son of David Casto and Margaret Province Casto.
He first married Elizabeth Westfall in 1807. After her death he married Sarah Ours in 1813."
All three were children of Revolutionary War soldiers.

He served in the War of 1812 under Captain McWhorter of Harrison County. (He lived in the
part of Harrison that became Upshur County.) Not long after the war ended he moved to the
part of Mason County that became Jackson County in 1831. He served as a gentleman justice in
Mason County in 1827 and 1828."° He was also one of the original justices in the newly
established county of Jackson. He remained in this office until the time of his death in 1845
except when he served as sheriff in 1835-36.



George Casto, Jr., was a county justice from 1852 to 1861 and from 1867 to 1869. He also was
Ist Sgt. of Company K, 13th W. Va. infantry in the Civil War. Nicholas Casto was another of
his sons. One of his daughters married William Staats and another married Enoch Staats, Sr.

Jacob Pfost who built the first mill at what later became Staats Mill, was the son or grandson of
Isaac Pfost. The latter was born in Harrison County in 1791. He came from Lewis County to
Jackson after 1831. Three of his sons who came with him were Abraham, Jonathan and Isaac,
Jr.

This family seems to have established themselves first on Grasslick. A look at the map of
Jackson County shows that this was within reasonable walking or horseback riding distance in
earliest days and later by wagon.

The most widely known Pfost family in the county was that of Francis M. Pfost, the son of
Abraham Pfost. He married Chloe Koontz. After the death of Mr. Pfost she married Edward
Greene, a widower. It was Mrs. Chloe Pfost-Greene, again a widow, who. along with a
daughter of her first marriage and the son of her second marriage, was murdered in 1899.

One of the descendants of Francis Marion Pfost was George W. Pfost. The latter had seven
children who married and were respected and prominent citizens of their various communities.
One of the seven children was Floyd M. Pfost. He became cashier and later president of the
Bank of Ripley. His son, Marion Pfost, followed him as president of the bank.

[saac Staats, who acquired the mill property from Jacob Pfost in 1858 was born in 1816. He
was the son of Cornelius and Ann (Carney) Staats. To show that these pioneers were not as
alone or isolated as one might suppose the following information is offered.

The paternal grandparents of Isaac Staats were Abraham Staats (1750-1826) and Ann King
Staats (1755-1811). Both are buried at Evans. His maternal grandparents were Thomas and
Mary (Parsons) Carney who lived on upper Mill Creek and are buried at Mount Calvary which
overlooks Cedar Lakes. Mary Parsons was the daughter of Charles Parsons, Revolutionary War
Soldier. She lived until after the end of the Civil War. Thus it can be seen that he had a large
assortment of uncles, aunts and cousins all of which were within a days traveling distance.

Since the children of Isaac Staats were raised at Staats Mill, it seems fitting to list the names of
his thirteen children in the order of their birth: Anderson, born 1834, Isabinda, Mary Jane,
William, Enoch, Sarah Jane, Anna, Squire, Granderson. Hannah, John Franklin, Riley, and Mary
born in 1863. There will be more said about a few of them later.

Persons living within the vicinity of the Isaac Staats Mill were participants in some Civil War
activities. The full extent of these activities will not be pursued in this article. The research
would be too time consuming and would not necessarily advance the cause of preserving the
Statts Mill Bridge.



However, the 141st militia unit of which Nicholas Casto of the Staats Mill community was
captain will be briefly discussed. James C. Casto was first sargeant. Sargeants were
Sanduskey Harpold, A. J. Shaffer, Henry C. Thomas and Samuel P. Tolley. Corporals were
Jacob Casto, J. C. M. Rhodes, Lulalen Rhodes, Solomon D. Rhodes and Enoch Staats.
Forty-one other men were in this company making a total of fifty-two enrollees. They were not
all living in the area of the mill but some, perhaps a majority, were from surrounding
neighborhoods.

These men were responsible for doing guard duty. If they detected any unusual circumstances
or any guerrilla activity they were to report it to the proper authorities. In case of overt activity
they were expected to help in bringing it to an end.

They were said to have met at a place which came to be called the "Casto Hole". The exact
location does not seem to be known by present local residents. 1 have been told that it was on
the Tug Fork Road which follows the hillside above Statts Mill. The road turns to the left at the
Siniaville Cemetery and continues for some distance.

There is not much humor in war but some does develop occasionally. Such was the case when
Elihu(gh?) Powers and Nicholas Casto fought the battle of words. Mr. Powers sympathies were
with the South while those of Mr. Casto were with the North.

We have a discussion of this matter from Hoyt O. Powers who was the grandson of the above
Elihu Powers.'” Following are exerpts from his discussion:

"Those who were in sympathy with the rebellion looked upon them (Union men) with disdain...

There was a large natural cave, well hidden in the woods, in the area, and the Home Guards of
the Upper Tug Fork area held their meetings in this place.

Although my grandfather, Elihu Powers, and Nicholas Casto were close friends, their opposing
viewpoints with respect to the war often led them into friendly banter and argument . . .”

At sometime during the war years, Nicholas who was a great writer of church hymns, composed
a poem critical of the rebellious southern states, and censuring Elihu for his belief in the justice
of their cause. This caused Elihu to respond in kind and he composed the poem entitled "The
Casto Hole". The original poem consisted of 19 verses (more were added later), which was
sung to a simple little tune which he may also have composed. The last two lines were repeated
as a refrain. The two men remained lifetime friends. Elihu Powers was a musical man.
According to his grandsons report he owned and played a baroque flute, a wooden instrument
with a single key. "On warm summer evenings neighbors would gather on our lawn to hear him
play." Elihu Powers' son, Thomas O. "Shinn" Powers, also played this unique instrument.

Nicholas Casto was also a musical man. He wrote many religious songs which he included in a

book called "The Social Songster". Although there were two or more editions of this song book,
there is only one known to be in existence in 1979. It belongs to Mr. William Merrical of Statts

Mill.



Nicholas Casto served in the third session of the West Virginia Legislature. It met in Wheeling
from January 17, 1865 to March 3 of the same year.

P. S. Mr. A. B. Casto was born in Poca, W. Va. and was raised in the Fairplain area - son of a
Civil War veteran -sent me a map a few years ago in which he marked the location of the Casto
Hole. He showed it as being on Straight Run, a branch of Bear Fork which was a branch of Tug
Fork. Quite a few years ago there was a schoolhouse at the mouth of Straight Run.

Isaac Staats sold the mill to his son, Enoch Staats, in 1877."% The former's wife had died the
previous year and he was in his early sixties. Most of his sons and daughters were married and
had homes of their own. The local population was steadily increasing and the mill needed ex-
pansion and improvements.

Enoch Staats, Sr., the new owner, expanded the mill, built a flouring mill and a store building.
He also built a large two-story frame home across the road from his business interests. Mr.
Hoyt Powers called this the "mansion house" in his recently mentioned article, as did Mrs. O. O.
Casto.

A new post office was established at this location on October 21, 1879. It was named Staats
Mill. "Mail service was supplied the post office by carrier from Ripley, and it is said that
Nicholas Casto was the first carrier on the route. The name was later changed to Statts Mill by
the postal service to prevent confusion between this office and Stouts Mill in Gilmer County." B

Only two covered bridges remained in Jackson County in 1978. One is the Statts Mill bridge,
the subject of this discussion, and the other is the Sarvis Fork bridge on the left fork of Big

Sandy Creek. The latter was moved from its original location at Angerona, below Evans, in
1924.

The Staats Mill bridge was so named because it crossed Tug Fork at the place Enoch Staats built
his home, store and mills. It was also where the Staats Mill post office was located. The
people of the community had wanted and needed a bridge for several years. The only possible
source of funds was the county court and their tax money was very limited. The petition was
finally acted upon in the summer and fall of 1887.

The county court of Jackson County met on April 14, 1887 with George W. Shinn presiding and
commissioners Benjamin B. Board and Dixon R. King present. They agreed that a bridge was
needed at Staats Mills and appointed George J. Walker, E. H. Rader, and George W. Shinn as
viewers "whose duty it shall be to visit and view without unavoidable delay the proposed site for
the bridge and make a suitable location for same."* They were further directed by the county
court to prepare specifications for the bridge. including piers and superstructures, and to report at
the next term of court. They were also to ascertain the probable cost of the bridge and all other
information necessary upon which they could base their judgment concerning the building of the
bridge.

Two months later the report was given. The cost to the court was a total of $1,724.35. The court
members voted to build the bridge. "It is therefore ordered and commanded by the court that a



notice be inserted and published in each of the newspapers of this county by the Clerk of the
Court until the 2nd Monday in July, 1887." (This was a period of one month). Bids were
invited "for the stone work and superstructure for said bridge. Said bids for said stone and wood
work together and separately." Hardesty's Mills bridge was designated as the model for the new
bridge.

It was demanded that the "whole of said work is to be fully completed and ready for travel on the
first day of November, 1887 ... The successful bidders will be required to give bond with good
security conditioned for the faithful performance of their contract.”

At the completion of the work Edward Hart Rader and Dixon R. King, representatives of the
county court, inspected the work and found it satisfactory.

Time has abundantly proven that their work was very good. The cost: Quincy and Grim,
contractors who did the Stonework...$710.40. Woodwork and structure was built by H. T.
Hartley...$903.95. Enoch Staats made the dirt fills for the approaches for the bridge...$110.00.
Total Cost...$1,724.35.

TIMBER!

After the first pioneer in present Jackson County built his cabin of logs, abundant use of the
forests he found here was made. The early settler built his home entirely from the products of
the dense forests nearby. His home was heated and his food was cooked at an open fireplace
with his sole fuel being wood. His furniture was fashioned from appropriate trees nearby. His
containers were wooden buckets and wooden barrels.

Some of his food was from fruit and nut bearing trees. His barn, his corn cribs, his sled and
handles for farming implements were all fashioned from the woodlands he owned. The fence
that enclosed his livestock and separated his property from another was a rail fence.

In the last fourth of the nineteenth century the forests disappeared. For the most part, the last
areas to be cleared were those which had been the last to be settled. There was a good cash
market for the remaining timber. Many paid for their farm in this manner. Others improved
their homes, bought better farm equipment and purchased other items they needed and wanted.

Throughout Jackson County citizens were responding to the out-of-county demand for more and
more wood products. Washington District, of which Staats Mills was a part, responded also.
Other communities in the district were Kentuck, Fletcher, Advent and Belgrove. Kenna was
nearby.

Excerpts from news items in the Jackson Herald of 1899 gives us some idea of the activity
involved: (There seems to have been no correspondent from Staats Mill)*'

February 24 - Belgrove: Mr. Oliver Hunter moved one of his Courtney stave mills in here
today, for the manufacture of stave timber on the Bruen land.

February 24 - Kentuck: A great deal of timbering is being done here and plenty of work.



March 31 - Ripley: Big waters on Mill Creek reached the highest point Tuesday since the 75 or
"76 flood and fell about two feet that night. The train due at 9:45 Tuesday morning got in after
5:00 Wednesday evening. There was some uneasiness about the possibility of the boom going
out and its big catch of timber clearing the creek of bridges...

The boom referred to was a log gathering device within the corporation limits of present Ripley.
Mill Creek, on its way to the Ohio River, has a rather sharp bend over the bank from the Colonial
Motel near the boulevard. It was a short distance above this bend that a boom had been
constructed to catch logs on their way downstream.

A few persons now living can remember the boom built there. Others, only a few years
younger, can remember some of its remnants such as heavy metal cables and some posts to
which it was bound.

The boom caught logs on their way downstream to market. Some, or most, of the logs were
sawed into lumber in Ripley and some were made into staves here also. The boom was
constructed, by requirement of law, in such a manner as to avoid blocking the stream which had
to be kept open for navigation.

To accomplish this a wing boom extended to an angle downstream, thus diverting the logs in the
path of the main boom located below it and fashioned at an opposite angle from the other. Thus
was preserved a space in the stream which was not blocked by any obstacle.

Because of road conditions at the time and the lack of heavy hauling equipment it would have
been impossible for many farmers to get their logs to market without such an arrangement.
Timber was the best cash crop many of them had.

Enoch Staats, the miller and lumberman from Staats Mills, helped to organize the Ripley Boom
Company in 1899. Other stockholders were A. M. Carson, C. W. Sayre, Jno. Vail and C. C.
Staats.”

There were booms elsewhere in the county to supply the same need. The Ripley Boom is the
only one connected in any way with Staats Mill and Washington District.

Some news items found in the Jackson Herald in 1900:

January 26 - Ripley: About 800 logs and 5,000 ties ran into the boom last week. The mills are
working at sawing the logs.

April 6 - Belgrove: The Slaughter Mill Company will finish sawing at the M. E. Casto set
Wednesday at the farthest and will immediately begin moving their saw mill to the Jonah Casto
set. They have cut at the present location besides a lot of timber.

April 6 - Middle Fork: In the late freshet several rafts (of logs) were floated out of our creek.
The people have closed out the tie traffic and are now engaged in farm work.

May 11 - Judge Staats (Enoch Staats was not a circuit judge. Source of title unknown at this
time) has $32,000 worth of timber in the creek, and was, of course, disappointed that the nice
rains were not heavier. (1899 dollars - not 1979 dollars).

May 11 - Dan Lane moved his saw-mill last week from Big Run to the neighborhood of Kenna.



We are informed that McBrian's Mill is cutting tics for Booth Brothers, near Taylor's. Slaugh-
ter's mill is about done cutting ties at the Jonah Casto set. Jeffries mill is sawing for Williams
and Rhodes on Laurel Run.

May 18 - Belgrove: Bob Cunningham moves his mill today.23

May 18 - Want Ad: 200 teams to haul railroad ties and lumber this summer. By Stone and
Rogers

August 24 - Ripley: Three hundred wagons drove into the tie yards Monday, as a starter for the
weeks delivery of timber.

August 24 - Ripley: Judge Staats last week sold his timber in the creek and the Ripley Boom to
Messrs. A. M. Carson and R. L. Rogers. The timber is expected to invoice from $16,000 to
$20.000. To make the boom secure the new firm has invested $300 in wire ropes.

August 31 - Ripley: Four hundred loads of timber and ties went out from Ripley this month.
(Presumably the writer referred to railroad cars).

The population of Jackson County peaked in 1900 at 22,987. From that year onward until 1950
it declined decade by decade. In 1950 the population was 15.299. By 1960 it had increased to
18.541. (The Kaiser Aluminum Construction Corporation began construction in the county in
1955). The federal census of 1970 showed a population of 20,903.**

Between 1960 and 1970 Jackson County showed a gain of 12.7% in population. Washington
District had a loss of 8.1%c while Grant District had a loss of 2.7%.

The Bank of Ripley was organized in 1891 and was the first bank in Jackson County. Enoch
Staats was first elected president but he declined to serve and then the board elected Warren
Miller (later U.S. Congressman Miller) who served many years as head of the bank. D. K.
Hood was elected vice-president and H. Pfost was chosen as the first cashier. Others who
served as officers were John M. Greer, J. L. Starchier, Alexis F. Parsons and S. H. Maguire. 23
There had been a need for a bank for several years. Persons from approximately half of the
county, including Staats Mill and Washington District used this bank about two years before a
second one was organized.

A DOCTOR NEARBY

For several years the citizens of the Staats Mill community and vicinity had to depend on doctors
from a distance. This matter was greatly improved when James C. Casto, son of George Casto,
Sr., received his license to practice medicine. It is easy to imagine the satisfaction of his near,
and not so near, neighbors had in having a doctor in their midst.

Dr. James C. Casto married Sarah Bradley, the daughter of James Bradley. They had three sons
who also became doctors, Dr. Virgil Casto. born in March 1864, graduated from Ohio State
University and in 1888 married Miss Mollie Skidmore. He served in the 1888-1889 term of the
legislature. He seems to have moved to Ripley about 1899 since a news item in that year stated
that Charles Henry Progler was drawing plans for his new home there. His brother, Dr. Denny
Casto, also practiced medicine in Ripley. Another brother, Dr. Holly W. Casto, practiced
medicine in Ravenswood. Dr. Wendell Casto, of Ripley, is a son of Dr. Virgil T. Casto.



SCHOOLS

The earliest school building at Staats Mill was similar to many of the early schoolhouses in the
early years of Jackson County. It was made of logs and was about 14 by 16 feet in size. An
opening was left so that light might come through by leaving out a log and placing greased paper
in the open space.

"We hired one of the neighbors to teach the school and furnished him about 15 scholars and paid
him $1 per month, per pupil for teaching."**

There is some information about a later school a short distance from the mills.”” “To think of
Staats Mills when [ was a young boy is to think also of the one room school building, Mount
Hope, which stood on a hill perhaps a half-mile northwest of the village. It was here that I and
many other youngsters in the area completed our elementary schooling from the primer through
the eighth grade. My first teacher was Carter W. Staats, son of J. Franklin Staats ... He named
a succession of teachers: Lloyd Powers, Oshel Staats, Marshal Powers, Edna Morris, Clair
Staats, Denna Winter, Ova Morris and Tressie Staats."

Mr. Powers continued his discussion by explaining how teachers acquired certification in those
days.

The passage of the county unit system for schools by the West Virginia Legislature changed
forever the era of the one room schools in the state. Though this took place somewhat
gradually, the change was certain.

A state and county system of roads was the counter-part of the changed school system. If there
were to be school busses many roads had to be improved and their improvement continued.
This change affected the children at Staats Mill as much as it did other children elsewhere.

Another change was that the individual lunch brought from home was replaced by the hot lunch
program.

CHANGE OF NAME

The best evidence that can be found at this time indicates that postal authorities may have
changed the name from Staats Mills to Statts Mill about 1907-08. The manual of West Virginia
of that year gives the second name. [Enoch Staats, Sr., had moved to Ripley a few years before
this date. He owned the brick home by the present Kessel Clinic. It had a larger yard then and
the porch is not the same as in early days. When Route 21 was improved through Ripley in the
1940's the road was widened and filled. Dr. James Kessel who owns the Kessel Clinic property
is a grandson of Enoch Staats. Dr. Dwight Staats is also a grandson.

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

On August 12, 1909, Enoch Staats, Sr., sold 1,584 acres on Tug Fork to Charles W. Starcher and



Samuel G. Starcher of Ripley. The purchase included the mill site, store and home.?®

The recitation of the boundary lines of the above property includes the names of the following:
(They would have been persons who, among others, frequently crossed the bridge, used the
services of the mill and traded at the store there). North: J. F. Staats, Nora Carney, Casto,
Morris and Harvey Winter. East : James Young, David Bosworth, Richard Litton, Will Cox,
James Fields. South: Pete Casto, Isaac Casto, V. L. Casto, J. C. Casto, David A. Edwards, Fred
Casto and E. C. Tolley. West: Everett Casto, George Tincher, Jessie Merrical, S. G. Fisher, Ed
Southall, Starcher Brothers.

It can be seen that four or more of these were absentee owners. Perhaps there were more.

After holding their 3/7 interest in the property for 36 years, in 1945 S. G. Starcher and Willia
Starcher sold their interest in 1,150 acres to C. W. Starcher.” 434 acres of the original 1,584
acres had been previously sold by them.

Charles W. Starcher died in 1947 and the above property fell to his heirs. They were Charles
W. Starcher, Jr., Tracy T. Starcher and Richard B. Sydnor, Jr., son of Phyllis Starcher Sydnor
and Richard B. Sydnor, Sr.

In 1950 C. W. Starcher, Jr. and wife, Margaret, and Richard B. Sydnor, Jr. and wife, Boodie,
sold their interest in the property to Tracy T. Starcher. C. W. Starcher, Jr. retained his rights in
the mill property.*’

In the same year Tracy T. Starcher and wife, Hazel, sold 900 acres of the 1,150 acres to Foster
Morris and wife, Delpha Morris.”’  Delpha Morris later became the sole owner of the 900 acres.
She owns the property now.

When Charles W. Starcher and wife transferred their interest in the property to Tracy T. Starcher
the persons owning property adjoining the 1,150 acres were as follows: North: V. L. Carney,
Lafe Casto, Foster F. Morris, Carl Morris. East : Oral Casto, Asa Harpold, H. E. Edwards.
South: S. L. Warner, Foster F. Morris, S. N. Casto heirs, Everette Casto heirs. West : Luther
Casto, Albert and Delmer Hite, Emma Casto, Oshel Staats etal

Many changes took place between 1909 and 1979. Nature and time took their toll as did other
causes. Of the early Staats Mill scene only the bridge and the little house remain.

It cannot be said with any certainty just when the cut-stone dam disappeared. The water which
it had impounded was the source of power for operating the old corn mill. "The pool of water
behind the dam extended upstream for about one-half mile as [ would estimate it now. The
average width was perhaps one hundred and fifty feet. The still water froze early during the
cold winters and was used by many youngsters for skating."

By 1930 the old mill was no longer useful to the local citizens. They preferred to buy their flour
rather than raise a crop of wheat and have it ground into flour at the old mill.** The building
was still used to some extent for storage purposes by the store keeper.



There is some dispute as to whether the house burned in 1935 or 1936. Foster Morris was living
there with his family at the time and managing the store.

"When the home burned," said Mrs. Bernard Morris, "my mother-in-law was afraid the two boys,
Bernard and Fred, were in the house... They later found them under the store counter.”

Mrs. Bernard Morris further related that Foster Morris and wife lived in the little house at the end
of the bridge until their new home could be completed. This attractive country home is in a
grove of trees on the Aplin Ridge Road about one-half mile from the store. She further stated
that the little house gets free gas through rights granted in a previous deed.™

I have been told by a friend that would have a good reason to know about this matter that gas
was being used in the Enoch Staats home for fuel and lights by 1912 or sooner.”*

A blacksmith shop does not appear in the picture presented with this article. However, Mr.
Hoyt Powers of Parkersburg gives a description of the blacksmith shop that was at Staats Mill.
Since he was born and raised there he would be a very good authority on the subject. His article
appeared in an issue of the Jackson County Historical Society Journal.

"At a point on the west side of Tug Fork, the road coming down Staats Mill hill from Ripley
divided, one branch continuing upstream along Tug Fork and Bear Fork to Belgrove, and the
other going through the covered bridge past the store and out Aplin Ridge to Roane County.
This was similar to the lay-out as it is today. Just inside the point where the road divided was a
blacksmith shop.

The blacksmith rendered important services for the people, mostly farmers, living in the
surrounding area. The shop was equipped with an open fire pit using coal or perhaps coke as
fuel. With a hand operated bellows, it would produce intense heat. Straps or rods of iron placed
in the glowing coals would soon become red hot and malleable. A heavy steel anvil, flat on top
but tapered at one end, was mounted on a stand nearby. With heavy iron pincers, the smith
would remove the hot metal from the coals, place it on the anvil, and with a heavy sledge
hammer proceed to mold the metal into the desired form. Some of the tools made were hoes,
mattocks, plow points, scythe blades, and other tools used by the local farmer in those days."

One of the more important duties of the blacksmith was "shoeing" horses and mules. This
involved molding the iron horseshoe into the proper size, paring the hoof with a special type
"horseshoe” nail. The nails were driven into the hoofs at an angle to avoid touching the tender
flesh of the foot. One who shoes horses today would probably be termed a farrier but that word
was not in our dictionaries then.

[ can recall only two men who worked as blacksmiths in the shop at Staats Mills. First was
"Benty" Rhodes, a son of Peter and Letha (Board) Rhodes and second was Rhomulus "Rhom"
Rhodes, son of William and Lougenia (Casto) Rhodes."

The three-story rolling mill which Enoch Staats had employed master carpenters to build had
various operators. One was J. Franklin Staats, his brother and later Carter Staats, his nephew.



There were others whose names are not known. People from many miles around brought their
wheat by wagon, buggy and horseback to be ground here. Pay for grinding the wheat was a
pre-determined percentage of the wheat ground.

OLD MILL BUILDING COLLAPSED IN FLOOD

The last of the many old rolling mills that once were in operation in Jackson County is gone, and
the sad end came about noon last Saturday as a result of the ravages of Friday's flood in Tug
Fork Valley.

It was the old four (sic) building at Staats Mill which was built 55 years ago.

The raging torrents of the flood waters rolled down the valley, clawed at the foundations and
supports all day last Friday and Friday night. By Saturday morning the structure, which was
located on land owned by Foster Morris, was tottering. Nobody could tell whether the old
structure which had been standing there longer than most members of the community could
remember. Finally the supports gave way and the old building which had housed a thriving
business crashed down.>

STORE

It does not seem probable that Enoch Staats operated the store during the last several years of his
ownership. Whether or not it was operated on a partnership basis or was rented by a person who
operated it is known by this writer.

Mr. Powers names the following persons as operators of the store during the ownership of Enoch
Staats and of the Starcher Brothers: Jim McCrady, Fred A. Casto, Denna Winter, Luther
Warner and "Oak" Staats.

After Foster Morris and his wife purchased the 900 acres, including the store, etc., their son,
Bernard Morris and his mother, Delpha Morris, operated the store until 1960-65. Then it was
operated by Bernard Morris and his wife until 1974. They sold it to the daughter of Foster
Morris and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Len Merrical, who operated it until June 1978.

The store originally faced the store building. At this time it had a roofed front porch. At some
unknown time it was turned to face the road.

The store and the post office, which were in the same building burned to the ground in
December, 1971. Neighbors, anxious to have these services restored, assisted in building a new
block structure in record time.

Mr. Luther Warner, mentioned above as one of the store keepers moved to New Era where his
son, Carl operated a store. Carl, at one time was one of Jackson County's commissioners.

Mrs. Ellen Rogers Morris, wife of Bernard Morris operated the post office until August, 1976.
She then transferred to the Charleston post office but returned in September, 1978. She was in



charge five days at which time Thomas K. Morris, youngest son of Foster and Delpha Morris,
took charge.

Foster Morris was sheriff of Jackson County from 1941 to 1945 and served a second term from
1949 to 1953. He was a county commissioner at the time of his death on May 18, 1975.

Asa Harpold of the Statts Mill/Aplin Ridge community was sheriff of the county from 1961 to
1965.

SINIAVILLE CHURCH

In 1964 Delpha Gay Morris deeded to the Siniaville Methodist Church one acre of land on the
waters of Tug Fork.*® On this acre the members built an attractive new church which is situated
on the Aplin Ridge Road a short distance from Statts Mill. It replaced the old Siniaville
Methodist Church building which had fallen into disuse because it was not conveniently located
as the road situation in the community changed. The old church was a white frame structure
which served the community well over a half century. The cemetery by its side still remains.
Leo and Juanita Skidmore Rhodes built an attractive fence around it a few years ago.

LET US REMEMBER

If the old Statts Mill bridge could talk the tale would be far more interesting than this one has
been. There would be more insight, more laughter, more pathos, more action. But the tale is
told even though it be a small part of the daily drama that unfolds in a community such as this.
There are many people who would like to have this bit of local history retained through the
permanent preservation of the old bridge. It would be a lasting reminder of the past we cherish
and visual evidence of an era that is gone but not forgotten.

Through all the years between childhood and old age there are two former residents of the
community who did not forget their early years of the 1900's. In closing let us hear a particular
memory from each of them.

Mr. Hoyt Powers memory of baseball games: "The Staats Mills baseball team was an institution
at that time. The playing field was a comparatively level area near the new Siniaville United
Methodist Church on the flat above the Enoch Staats home. There was no planned schedule, but
games with teams from communities within traveling distance would be arranged. and as a rule
played each Saturday afternoon during the season. There was much interest and the rivalry was
intense. Players equipment consisted of a catcher's mitt and mask, perhaps two or three
baseballs, and bats. Each player would provide his own fielder's glove. One umpire, positioned
behind the pitcher, would officiate. Staats Mills seemed always to have a good team but not
always better than their opponents. Teams from Gay, Belgrove, Stone Lick, Plum Orchard,
Fairplain and other communities were usually matched for two or three games each season.
Many fans were always present "rooting" for their home teams. [ was too young to play with
the team at this early age but was an ardent fan and have remained a lover of the game all
through the years. I remember the following men who were regular and outstanding players:
Oshel Staats, Denna Winter, Blondie Rhodes, Oda Wendell, Warren Casto, Odes McCrady,



Marshal Powers, Okey Powers, Ola Whiting, Alva Whiting and Brady Ramdolph."r’r

The memories of Mrs. Telitha Casto were about a nearby location but of a different activity:
"Near the old bridge an ice house was built by my father, the late Everette Casto and other men
of the community. During the winter months they would gather ice from the creek in large
chunks storing it in sawdust which would keep it very well. The building was made of lumber
containing double walls which were also filled with sawdust. In summer neighbors would meet
often, each sharing their part of milk, eggs, sugar, flavoring, etc. and enjoy a happy carefree
evening together with plenty of home made ice cream for all.

Those were good old days beyond recall, except for wonderful memories that remain al ways."*

And one last memory of H. O. Powers: Immediately below the dam, on the left side facing
downstream, was a sizeable area of stone jutting out of the water. This was a great place for a
barefoot boy to be on a sunny, warm day. With a fishing pole, a can of bait, sitting on the edge
of the stone with bare feet dangling in the cool water, hook and line cast out a few feet. expecting
a "lunker" to take the hook at any moment, this was the very acme of happiness to a boy. The
water cascading over the dam, with the attendant spray and mist sparkling in the sunlight, was a
thing of beauty which, I am sure, Niagara Falls in all its grandeur could never equal.””
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STAATS MILL COVERED BRIDGE
History

The location of grist mills provided a focal point for rural families during the 19th century since
grinding flour and animal feed was essential to farm life. Delivering grain to the mill was an
occasion for meeting neighbors, exchanging news and gossip and for purchasing provisions if a
general store was available. Many West Virginia communities developed around a water
powered grist mill. The community of Staats Mill was no exception.

In 1858 Isaac Staats received title to one acre of land on Tug Fork of Mill Creek on which to
build a mill. This is the earliest record of a mill at the location of the future bridge. but there is
no evidence of any bridges along Tug Fork at that time. After nearly two decades as a miller
[saac Staats sold his property to his son Enoch in 1877, who expanded the mill and added a store.
With the establishment of a post office two years later the nucleus of community was
established.

During the next decade the need for a bridge to serve the community grew. Following the Civil
War roads and bridges were made the jurisdiction of the county courts in West Virginia. The
court in Jackson County responded to the community's desire for a new bridge and the matter is
recorded in the court minutes of April 14, 1887.

In January 1979 the Keeper of the National Register determined that the bridge was eligible for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. In May 1979 it was officially listed on the
Register.

Description

The Staats Mill Bridge (1887) in Jackson County, West Virginia, is an impressive and
historically significant example of a late 19th century timber covered bridge constructed on the
patented Long truss system. The Staats (or latterly Statts) Mill Bridge is located 8.7 miles
southeast of Ripley, Jackson County, West Virginia on Route 40 at Tug Fork of Big Mill Creek.
It is adjacent to the site of the early grist mill established by Enoch Staats. Nearby is the Statts
Mill post office and store. The bridge coordinates are: Lat. 38° 44'6 and Long. 81° 37.5.

The Bridge has a total length of 97 ft., excluding the overhang of the eaves, and a clear span
between abutments of 85 ft. 11 inches. The main structure consists of two large timber trusses
framed on the system patented by Stephen Long in 1830. The distinctive feature of Long
trusses are the "X" braced diagonals in each panel. In the case of the Staats Mill Bridge there
are 11 such panels each 8 ft. 7 inches long and 14 ft. 3 inches deep. The timber work on the
trusses is beautifully executed and is the most noteworthy part of the entire bridge.

The bridge was completed in every important detail according to the Long patent specifications.
Notable features are the repeating "X" braced panels, the details of the counter braces, the use of
a horizontal lattice bracing system in the roof and joggles used in the chord splices. As
indicated by Long, the counter braces were intended to be wedged tight while the bridge was
under full load so that the truss would be prestressed. Thus, each member of the truss would be



fully stressed even when the live load was removed. Since wooden trusses do not sustain
tension efficiently this preloaded system was an ingenious means for allowing the counter braces
to act in compression and prevent moving loads across the bridge from reversing the loads in the
members and causing the joints to rotate as the loads passed along the deck.

The bridge was modelled after the Hardesty's Mills bridge which was built earlier and
presumably according to the Long patent. Little is known about this carlier bridge or the
decision to build a bridge using Long trusses. Since very few of this type were built in the State
the inspiration can hardly be one of local tradition. This is further supported by the fact that the
framing followed the patent so closely. whereas building following local traditions would have
shown variations in details.

Since its construction the bridge has served the community well despite a lack of adequate
maintenance in recent years.

Long Truss was a form of truss in which iron did not enter as a necessary part, the connections
being made by framing the parts together, or by use of wooden keys or treenails. Many bridges
were built of this form, but it never became widely popular.

The essential feature which distinguished it from a traditional multiple kingpost truss was the
provision of counter braces which served to stiffen the bridge against deflection and in effect
prestressed the bridge. This prestressing prevented the joints from working in tension with
passage of moving loads and ensured that the members which might change stress during the
changing loads remained in compression.

Orginally the bridge floor was framed with transverse timber floor beams supported at the panel
points of the truss. These beams, in turn, carried longitudinal timber stringers on top of which
was a timber deck.

Stephen Harriman Long (1784-1864)

Col. Stephen Long patented his famous wooden truss system in 1830, marking a new era in
bridge building in the United States and in a larger sense he was a pioneer in transforming the art
of building, which was practiced by craftsmen, into a professional activity firmly guided by
trained civil engineers.

Long was born in Hopkinton, New Hampshire in 1784. He was graduated from Dartmouth
College in 1809 and received an A.M. in 1812. After a brief spell teaching school he served as
an assistant Professor of mathematics at West Point from 1814 to 1816. Upon joining West
Point he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant and served in the Army Engineers until his
death in 1864.

During the 1830s the Long and Town trusses were the most popular of the patented truss systems
and were widely employed for both road and rail bridges. The Long truss bridge was heavily
promoted by agents utilizing papers and pamphlets and wood models prepared by Long for the
uninitiated in matters of bridge building.



ARTICLES FROM LOCAL PAPERS ABOUT MOVING OF BRIDGE

JACKSON HERALD, July 21, 1982
STAATS MILL BRIDGE WILL BE ERECTED AT CEDAR LAKES

The Statts Mill covered bridge, one of two in Jackson County, will have a new home by the end
of the week.

Contractor Bob Parsons began the task of dismantling the structure, Monday, and will move the
bridge by truck to Cedar Lakes, Thursday, where it will be reassembled to original condition.
The structure, over 100 years old, has been a landmark in the region since the days Statts Mill
was a bustling community serving a large portion of the county.

RAVENSWOOD NEWS, July 25, 1982
BRIDGE MOVE DIFFICULT

Bob Parsons began the difficult task of dismantling the Staats Mills covered bridge Monday.
carefully marking pieces for reassembly at Cedar Lakes....

Actual moving day was Thursday.....

Workers had loaded the 86 foot long side pieces of the structure on one house mover. The
problem was, the curves were too sharp and the road too narrow, and the back end slid off the
road for the sixth time. This required the moving up of a large crane which lifted the back end
of the truck and bridge, helping it negotiate the curves....

JACKSON HERALD, June 29, 1983
COVERED BRIDGE DEDICATION TO OPEN ART & CRAFT FAIR

....The dedication of the bridge, which was formerly located at Statts Mill, will be held at 11
a.m., with State Commissioner of Agriculture Gus Douglass performing the dedication....

The bridge, which was recently relocated off Site 13 of the Mill Creek Watershed project, has
been completely restored to its original condition of 1887.



