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War Clouds Gather
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald April 8, 1977)

In previous articles it has been indicated that there were serious differences between the
outlook of the people of eastern Virginia and those of western Virginia. These differences were
often emphasized in speeches by delegates to the Virginia Assembly.
The Convention of 1850 was the last one discussed in this series. At that convention George
W. Summers, third judge of Jackson County, and then representing the district of which
Jackson County was a part, made a speech which forecasted the ultimate results should the
eastern and western representatives of Virginia fail to find some acceptable resolution to
their differences.
In an eloquent speech before the Virginia Assembly, Mr. Summers said, in part: "What portion
of the United States is more interested in perpetuating this Union than western Virginia?
Our geographical position renders it essential to our happiness and safety. While eastern
Virginia is situated between the slave states of North Carolina and Maryland, western
Virginia is bounded to a great extent by the free states of Ohio and Pennsylvania. If
dissolution should come, civil discord and strife of battle would come with it...
...We have been told here that the east would like very well to have our help. We will give
that help, but we must come in as equals and brethren—equals in cabinet as well as in the
field—equal in power to declare war as well as to wage it." Such equality was not forthcoming.
It is not within the scope of a county history to branch out into national or state history. There
is an abundance of books on both levels regarding the Civil War. Only those matters which
directly affect Jackson County or activities in which its citizens were actively engaged will be
mentioned.
From 1801 to 1861 the Democratic party only lost three presidential elections. The party
probably had its greatest influence during this period during the administration of Andrew
Jackson—for whom Jackson County was named. He was elected in 1828 and served two terms.
Later the Democratic party split into Northern and Southern branches over the slavery
issue. Many Northern Democrats joined with the Republicans to form the Union party.
Democratic strength suffered greatly because of the split.
On March 21, 1857, the Democratic delegates from the legislative district composed of Jackson
and part of Roane counties met at the Courthouse of Jackson County to nominate a candidate
to represent the said district in the next session of the House of Delegates.

Ephriam Wells of Ravenswood acted as chairman. H. G. Ayres and M. J. Kester were appointed
secretaries.
Credentials were accepted and approved. Voting was to be on the basis of votes in the last
Presidential election.
Delegates from Ravenswood District were to have 157 votes; from Moore's Mill District 95 votes;
from Ripley District 215 votes; from Elk Fork District 51 votes. Roane County and the
Murraysville District were unrepresented.
Those attending the convention were as follows:
Ravenswood District: John A. Coe, Michael Crow, Jas. Hughes, J. Ingraham. Jr., Thomas Kirk,
William Roby and Ephriam Wells.
Moore's Mill District: Jno. Brown, H. E. Bush, John D. Clifford, George Crow, John L. Crawford,
Joseph Harper, Ab. McCoy, William McCoy, E. T. Pettit, B. W. Biggs, Daniel Sayre, David Sayre,
Chas. Shinn, Henry Shinn.
Ripley District: H. G. Ayers, Jos. Bolen, M. V. Bowles, A. J. Bush, Charles Carney, Jesse Carney, Thos.
Carney, A. G. Casto, Jas. Casto, Jas. S. Casto, Levi Casto, Benj. Chase, H. Chase, Lawrence Chase,
E. Cottrill, A. D. Dilwarth, John Ewing, J. W. Johnson, M. J. Kester, E. King, L. R. King, Ed Maquire,
Allen Mason, W. B. McMahan, J. A. Park, F. Perry, H. Progler, Chas. Shatto, Jno. Simpson, E.
A. Thomas, N. Thomas, Benj. Wright and E. B. Wright.
Elk Fork District: William Johns only. Others present were Miles Jacoby, O. L. C. Hinesman,
George N. Fitzhugh and F. P. Turner.
Receiving nominations for delegate to the Virginia Assembly were Robert Park, John H. Chase,
John D. Clifford and Wm. A. Harper. John H. Chase was chosen as the candidate to represent
their party. He won in the general election against his opponent.
Not all of these men remained loyal to the South in 1861. Many of them did.
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The Approaching Storm
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, April 15, 1977)

The election returns for Jackson County in 1860 were as follows: Sheriff—William T. Greer won
by 400 votes over Wilson W. Parsons. Commonwealth Attorney—Franklin P. Turner won over
U. W. Flesher. Commissioner of Revenue—Benjamin Chase won by 400 votes over Reed.
Wilson W. Parsons, F. P. Turner and Benjamin Chase were Democrats and States Rights Men.
Lenox Armstrong, formerly of Jackson County, was elected sheriff of Roane County.
Abraham Lincoln became one of the organizers of the new Republican party of Illinois in 1856.
In one of his historic debates with Stephen A. Douglas, a leading Illinois Democrat and United
States Senator, Lincoln made his famous plea: "Let us have faith that right makes might and in
that faith let us dare to do our duty as we understand it."
In Jackson County the presidential election of 1860 resulted in 500 votes for Democrat John C.
Breckenridge of Kentucky, 61 votes for Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois and 300 votes for John Bell
of Tennessee who was the candidate of the Constitutional Union party.
In the seven county area comprising Jackson County and the six counties bordering it, the
majority vote went to John Bell. Abraham Lincoln only received 81 votes in this area and they
were all cast in Wood County.
Abraham Lincoln easily won the national election with 180 electoral votes. The three losing
candidates had a combined total of 123 electoral votes. Mr. Lincoln's popular vote was
1,866,452 and the combined popular vote of the three opponents was 2,815,637. Nearly all of
Lincoln's votes were cast in the Northern states.
Long before 1860 the Southern States had made it clear that they would leave the Union if the
Northern states succeeded in winning control of the national government. That control was
gained in 1860. Although President-elect Lincoln had pledged himself not to interfere with the
institution of slavery where it already existed, it was known that he was deeply convinced that
it should not spread to the territories.

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union. In January, 1861, the states of
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia and Louisiana followed. On February 1, Texas became the
seventh state to leave the Union. In the latter month the Confederate states organized with
Jefferson Davis as president.
On March 4 Abraham Lincoln took the oath of office as president of the United States. The
election of Abraham Lincoln as president and the resulting secession movement in the lower
South precipitated a crisis in Virginia. In response to a widespread demand Governor Letcher, a
Douglas Democrat and a Unionist, reluctantly called an extra session of the General Assembly
to meet on January 7, 1861. The moderates organized the Convention and with the help of the
Unionists defeated every Secessionist move until after the firing on Fort Sumter on April 12. On
April 17 the Convention adopted by a vote of 88 to 55 an Ordinance of Secession, effective
when ratified by a vote of the people at the spring election of May 23.
Of the 47 delegates from present West Virginia, 32 voted against secession, 11 for it and 4 did
not vote.
Franklin P Turner, delegate from Jackson and Roane counties, voted for secession. All of the
delegates from bordering counties voted against.
In the meantime Arkansas, Tennessee and North Carolina had also seceded from the Union.
This brought the total of seceding states to eleven.
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The New State of West Virginia
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, April 22, 1977)

On April 8, 1861, four days before the firing on Fort Sumter, a meeting of Southern States
Rights Men of Jackson County was held at Jackson Courthouse (Ripley).
Miles Jacoby was chairman and E. B. Wright and O. L. C. Hinesman were appointed secretaries.
George N. Fitzhugh explained the purpose of the meeting in a few brief and pointed remarks.
Franklin P. Turner, Jackson County's delegate to the Virginia Assembly, made some spirited
remarks about the crisis existing at the time. Mr. Turner also explained about the convention
sitting at Richmond. He was received with great applause by those present.
Some strong resolutions supporting the southern cause were voted upon and approved. The
strongest resolution was "That our delegates in the convention be instructed to vote for any
Ordinance which dissolves ties heretofore existing between Virginia and the late (sic) United
States."
Three cheers were given for Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy, and "nine groans for
old Abe Lincoln and his partisans."
Nine days later, on April 17, 1861, the Secession Ordinance was passed by the Virginia
Assembly. Two days afterward. President Lincoln ordered a blockade of all southern ports.
On their return from the Secession meeting of the Virginia Assembly at Richmond, the
dissenting delegates from western Virginia hastily called a protest meeting at Clarksburg on
April 22. They decided to call a meeting on May 13 for delegates from protesting counties. It
was decided that Wheeling would be a safe place to meet as it was a Union stronghold and
buttressed by the Union states of Ohio and Pennsylvania.
By now men were leaving their customary daily activities to congregate at stores, public
buildings or any other place where two or more were gathered. They wished to learn the news
of the day and to discuss the urgent situation. Excitement ran high. Neither side had thought
that there would be a war. Now that war seemed certain most believed that it would not last
long.
There was a very small federal army constituted of men who would be split in their loyalties.
Both sides would have to depend on untrained troops.

A few newspapers reached the area but were said to be partisan in their presentation of the
news. Many events were happening in a short space of time. Each individual had to assess what
the news meant to him and make serious decisions on that assessment.
Jackson Countians immediately began planning for war. Some were soon to be in the fighting
ranks of both the Union and the Confederacy. Before continuing with these activities, the
organization of West Virginia and the part played by Jackson County in that process will be
discussed. It is presented in chronological order.
At the First Wheeling Convention which met on May 13, 1861, Jackson County was represented
by Andrew Flesher, G. L. Kennedy, George Leonard, C. M. Rice, J. V. Rowley, James F. Scott and
David Woodruff.
"Here amid great demonstrations, with flags and banners flying, bands playing and people
cheering they (the delegates) assembled...in Washington Hall." At the opening of the afternoon
session, Andrew Flesher, chairman of the nominating committee, reported nominations for a
permanent president and three permanent secretaries. The nominations were approved. Dr.
John W. Moss, of Wood County, was elected president.
The large brick home of Andrew Flesher, built in 1847, is now owned by Conrad McCoy and his
wife. It is located about a mile below Ravenswood near the northern entrance to the Kaiser
Aluminum plant. The well-preserved home sits on a knoll overlooking the Ohio River.
J. C. Rathbone, later major of the 11th West Virginia Infantry, was one of the several delegates
from Wood County. He was a brother-in-law of Daniel Frost of Jackson County.
On May 31, 1861, the Wheeling Intelligencer announced that the majorities against the
Secession Ordinance in the 26 counties in western Virginia were 400 in Jackson, 1200 in
Kanawha, 1725 in Mason, 400 in Wirt and 1696 in Wood. The total Union majority for the 26
counties was 13,378.
Governor Letcher announced that the eastern Virginia vote for secession was 125,950 for and
20,373 against. On June 19, he held out the olive branch to western Virginia by acknowledging
past injustices and assuring western Virginia that these wrongs would be corrected.
On June 11, a second convention was held at Wheeling. Delegates had been elected only a
week before. Those elected and attending from Jackson County were Andrew Flesher, Daniel
Frost and James F. Scott. Thirty-nine counties were represented by seventy-seven

representatives.
The delegates at this convention voted to nullify the Ordinance of Secession recently passed by
the Virginia Assembly. A re-organized government of Virginia was formed with Francis H.
Pierpont as governor. Daniel Polsley of Mason County was elected Lieutenant-Governor. He
was the great-grandfather of Mrs. Lewis H. Miller of Ripley.
Members of the convention elected Waitman T. Wiley and John S. Carlisle to the Unitec States
senate.
The new government established the state capitol at Wheeling and went about the task of
bringing order to the newly established government. Governor Pierpont and Peter VanWinkle, a
member of his council from Wood County, signed personal notes at a Wheeling bank for
$10,000.00 in order to get the new government started. Mr. VanWinkle was also a brother-inlaw of Daniel Frost of Ravenswood.
Governor Pierpont was successful in enlisting soldiers for the Union army. A home guard of
militia was organized to maintain law and order in communities where guerilla warfare was
carried on and where civil authority had broken down. A total of ten home guards were
organized in Jackson by 1863.
The first constitutional convention of West Virginia assembled at Wheeling on November 26,
1861. It remained in session until February 12, 1862, and adjourned sine die on February 20,
1863. Its president was John Hall of Point Pleasant. Sixty-one delegates from 47 counties
attended.
Edward S. Mahan of Ravenswood represented Jackson County. Born in Maryland in 1816, his
name was originally spelled McMahan. After living in Pennsylvania and Brooke County, western
Virginia for a while, he and his two brothers came to Jackson County. He was an ardent
supporter of the Union.
His one recorded speech consisted of 92 words. Summarized he said: "Citizens of our county
object to the name of Kanawha for the new state." Later Mr. Mahan represented the county for
two years in the state legislature.
On August 6, 1861, the convention was assembled and discussions were started to form a new
state. The vote for the new state was 18,408 and 781 against.

Consent to form a new state was given by the Assembly of the restored state of Virginia on May
13, 1862. A certified copy was sent to the new state's senators in Washington. They, in turn,
presented it to Congress. The bill was passed, by the Senate on July 14, by the House of
Representatives on December 9 and signed by President Lincoln on December 31, 1862. There
was a provision that the gradual emancipation of slaves be provided for. This requirement, as
an amendment to the constitution, was submitted to a vote of the people of the state on
March 26. 1863. It was ratified by a vote of 18,862 to 514.
Berkeley and Jefferson counties were included as a part of the state after the citizens of these
counties voted favorably to do so.
Arthur I. Boreman, of Wood County, was elected the first governor.
In the constitution for the new state several changes were made as compared with the Virginia
laws of 1850. (1) The residence qualifications for a voter, which had been fixed at two years in
the state and twelve months in the voting district, were reduced to one year in the state and
thirty days in the district. (2) Viva voice voting or voting by voice, was replaced by the ballot
system. This alone was an important improvement in conducting fair elections. (3) The elections
were changed from May to October which was a more convenient time for farmers. (4) The
name of the "general assembly" was changed to legislature. There were several other changes.
At noon on June 20, 1863, West Virginia came into legal existence. On August 4 the legislature
elected Waitman T. Wiley and Peter G. VanWinkle as United States senators.
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The Civil War in Jackson County
by Corinne Fisher
(Originally published April 29, 1977)

After Virginia seceded from the Union and western Virginia seceded from Virginia, Jackson
County and the other counties of western Virginia were in a state of upheaval. There were
rumors and counter rumors concerning things that were happening and events to come. Here,
as elsewhere, Southern sympathizers were called "Seceshers" and "Rebels." Northern
sympathizers were Unionists and Federalists or "Feds."
It had been thought by many that the North would not fight to force the South to stay in the
Union. Likewise it was believed that the South would not need to fight for a separation that had
already been announced. They were mistaken. President Abraham Lincoln said that he had not
become president to preside over a divided nation.
When a call came for military troops, a few of the first volunteers only signed up for three
months. Soon afterward others volunteered for a year. It was hopefully believed that this
period of time would be enough to settle the differences. Later the period of enrollment was increased to three years or for the duration of the war.
No major battles were fought in West Virginia. In Jackson County there were three skirmishes,
militarily speaking, and several smaller military activities. Five hundred men or more from the
county served in the Union army and about half that number for the Confederacy. Several of
the companies fought in major battles of the Civil War.
On May 3, 1861, West Point graduate Christopher Q. Tompkins, of Charleston and Gauley
Bridge, was commissioned Colonel of the Virginia volunteer forces in the lower Kanawha Valley.
He was to command all troops. Lt. Colonel John McCausland was commissioned to assist him.
Preparation for military activities had begun in the latter part of April. On April 29, Governor
John Letcher of Virginia sent a letter to Lieutenant Colonel John McCausland. Colonel McCausland was from Mason County. His brick mansion may be seen on Rt. 2 south of Pt.
Pleasant. He had been on the faculty of Virginia Military Institute and was better prepared for
war service than many of the officers. Many of the latter were politicians and without military
experience. All of the troops, both north and south, were inexperienced also.
The above mentioned letter was reported in a Charleston newspaper on May 14, 1861. The

contents were as follows:
"Of the Department of the Kanawha Valley, embracing the following counties, viz: Mason,
Jackson, Putnam, Cabell, Wayne, Logan, Boone, Wyoming, Raleigh, Fayette, Kanawha, Nicholas,
and Clay: according to the following order, by the "Governor of Virginia, Executive Department,
April 29, 1861:
Lieutenant Col. McCausland:
Sir: You will proceed at once to the Kanawha Valley and assume command of the volunteer
forces in that section, and organize and muster the same into service of the State, and as soon
as they are formed into Battalions or Regiments, report the fact to me with the names of the
company officers, the number of men in each company, and the kind and quality of arms.
General (Robert E.) Lee will give all necessary orders for your government in this command.
I am very respectfully,
John Letcher
Governor of Virginia
In his reply to the governor, Lt. Colonel McCausland had the following to say. "I have arrived to
take command of the Department. I have instructions to call into the field ten companies, and
one Artillery. These troops will be encamped in the Kanawha Valley, near Buffalo, Putnam
County.
They are intended for the protection of the Department. And I appeal to the people of the
border counties to abstain from anything which would arouse ill feeling on either side of the
Ohio River. This department is organized by the proper authority of the State, and is provided
with the credit to sustain itself; but for complete success, I firmly rely on the friendly disposition
of the people therein.
The volunteer companies of Mason, Jackson and Putnam, will rendezvous at Buffalo, Putnam
County.
The volunteer companies of Kanawha, Boone, Wyoming, Raleigh, Fayette, Nicholas and Clay,
will rendezvous at Charleston, Kanawha County.
The volunteer companies of Cabell, Wayne and Logan will rendezvous at Barboursville, Cabell

County."
There were specific instructions to the men and officers who were to assemble at their various
meeting places.
"The Captain of the volunteer companies will remain at their respective drill grounds until
ordered to rendezvous, by the command of the Department. So soon preparations to receive
them can be made, "the companies will be ordered to their respective rendezvous, mustered
into the service of the State, ordered to Camp of Instruction. No company will be mustered into
service unless it has at least 82 men.
The captains will see that each man is provided with a uniform, one blanket, one haversack, one
extra pair of shoes, two flannel shirts (to be worn in place of the ordinary shirts), two pairs of
drawers, four pairs of woolen socks, four handkerchiefs, towels, one comb and brush, two pairs
white gloves, one pair rough pantaloons for fatigue duty, needles, thread, wax, buttons, etc., in
a small bag. This will be placed on the blanket and rolled up and secured to the back of each
man by two straps."
The letter was, of course, signed by Lt. Col. Jno. McCausland, Commanding Dept. Ka. (Kanawha)
Valley.
In thirteen counties to which Col. McCausland made a call for troops, southern sympathizers
soon became actively involved.
The 22nd Regiment of Virginia Infantry, also known as the 1st Regiment of Virginia Infantry, was
organized on April 25, 1861, at Charleston. It was accepted into the service of the Confederate
States on July 1, 1861. Col. McCausland had three Lt. Colonels and four majors on his staff.
These latter officers were responsible for raising troops in the counties in which they lived and
in adjoining counties.
A company in Kanawha County was known as the "Kanawha Riflemen." For a time, George S.
Patton, grandfather of "rip-roaring" General George S. Patton of World War II fame, was
captain of this company. Former Jackson Countians in this company were Nicholas Fitzhugh,
Henry W. Rand, William L. McMahan and William C. Gillaspie.
In the Kanawha Valley Department other companies had individual names. There were the
Border Riflemen of Putnam County, the Fayette Riflemen, the Kanawha Sharpshooters, etc.
Soon they were to be merged into regiments which were to be known by a number and
composed of companies known by a letter of the alphabet.

By May 27 the rumor had spread that the organizing forces of the Confederates were to be
attacked by Union troops from Ohio. Three days later Col. McCausland carried a dispatch to
Governor Letcher saying that there were only 340 men under the command of Colonel
Tompkins and that he doubted that the number could be raised to a 1,000. There had not been
as many volunteers as had been expected.
(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Union Troops From Ohio in Jackson County
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald May 6, 1977)

The rumor that the Confederate forces in Charleston might be attacked by Union forces from
Ohio had some foundation.
Upon receiving the news of the bombardment of Fort Sumter and the President's call for
troops, Senator Jacob B. Cox of Ohio, abandoned all other duties to assist in organizing the Ohio
contingent. On April 23, 1861, he was commissioned by Governor William Dennison a BrigadierGeneral of Ohio Volunteers, in the three months service. General George B. McClellan was at
the same time appointed Major-General of the Ohio Volunteers.
Governor Dennison was somewhat of a military strategist. He believed that the battle line
between the North and South should not be drawn along the Ohio River border but further east
in the Allegheny Mountains. He believed that the latter would furnish natural barriers and
places of fortification. McClellan did not agree with him and urged delay. However, Governor
Dennison's proposal prevailed.
Under the militia law of the state of Ohio, Captain Joseph A. Stafford organized thirty-two men
at Lancaster, Ohio. By April 16, when his company had been filled to the required number of
one hundred men, they left by train for Columbus, Ohio. By April 20th, two recruiting officers
had assisted in bringing the number of enlisted men to two companies. These two companies
became the nucleus of the Seventeenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for three months
service. Soon a sufficient number of men had been enrolled to complete a regiment.
A primary source states that "On the 20th of April, the regiment was placed on board the cars
at Zanesville for Bellaire, Ohio, and on arriving at Benwood, on the Ohio River opposite Bellaire,
a large fleet of boats were found waiting to receive the troops. On the morning of the 23rd, all
the troops and baggage being aboard the boats, the fleet streamed down the river, and arrived
at Marietta on Sunday afternoon. They stayed there until the next morning, and then started
for Parkersburg, and in a few hours were on Virginia soil."
Parkersburg for the most part, welcomed the Ohio troops. One of their first activities was to
take over the telegraph office. They also destroyed the press of a newspaper sympathetic to
the southern cause. Their main objective was to safeguard the Baltimore and Ohio railroad
from Parkersburg to Grafton. They also were assigned to take up posts along the turnpike

leading to Clarksburg. Bands of guerilla warriors were particularly active in this area. All of these
objectives were of great importance to the Union.
The Ohio troops also made it less difficult for Union sympathizers to vote and to organize
military units and to carry on their daily activities without harassment.
On May 23, 1861, a Marietta newspaper had announced that "West Virginia is an exception to
the order of the Postmaster General of the stoppage of the mails in the seceded states. Every
facility will be afforded the postal accommodations in that section."
The Seventeenth Ohio had arrived at Parkersburg on April 24, 1861, and was at once brigaded
with the Ninth and Tenth Ohio. General William S. Rosecrans commanding the
brigade...Companies I. F. G and K were sent down the river on an expedition, under the charge
of Major Steele...One company was put off at Larue, West Virginia, and the other two
proceeded on down to Ripley Landing and crossed over by land to Ripley, the county seat of
Jackson County. They were to operate against the guerillas in this locality.
In a report of General W. S. Rosecrans to Major General George B. McClellan who was then at
Buchannon, there was some small variation concerning the details of the above event.
"Three companies under Major Steele, a very enterprising officer of that (the 17th Ohio)
regiment, was detached at Clarksburg on the 27th (of April to proceed to Parkersburg, and
there take boats for Ripley, Ravenswood and Belleville.
The major arrived at Parkersburg on Friday, the 28th. On the same evening he embarked on
two steamboats, commanded by Captain Kountz, and reached a landing two miles below
Ravenswood with two companies, leaving the other steamboat to land at Belleville, and march
down and take it while the two landed at Ravenswood.
The major proceeded to Ripley which he reached at 4 a.m. of the 29th. He placed his advance
guard hidden from sight, and having surrounded the place, completely surprised it, capturing
the postmaster and some eighty other secessionists. He administered the oath of allegiance to
the captives; installed the postmaster newly appointed by the government, took the captive
postmaster with him to Ravenswood, where they captured all they could, and swore them in
as at Ripley. The other company landed and cleared Belleville. Major Steele deemed it prudent
to leave two companies (C and F) at Ravenswood, and brought the other one to Clarksburg..."
A third version of the same story comes from The Intelligencer of Marietta. In that newspaper

dated July 3, 1861 we read: Last Friday about 300 troops, under the command of Colonel Sill,
went down from Parkersburg to Ravenswood. There were reports of a large band (of ?) a few
miles in the interior. The troops marched back to Ripley, some 12 miles from the river,
surrounded the town and took about 20 of the rebel citizens prisoners. All but four were
subsequently discharged on taking the Oath of Allegiance. The postmaster, the lawyer and two
other prominent men were brought to Parkersburg and are in confinement. No rebel troops
were found."
Perhaps one of the above reports would have been sufficient. However, the three stories
reinforce the truth of the story. Also it shows clearly how reports by three persons about the
same event can vary.
Apparently there was another Ohio unit in Jackson County not long afterward.
"The national force under Colonel Jesse S. Norton, of the Twenty-first Ohio, disembarked at
eleven o'clock at night, made a forced march to Ripley, surprised the Rebels and drove them
from the place. The expedition then returned to Gallipolis by steamer."
The exact date of this expedition is not known but the Twenty-first Ohio was at Gallipolis, Ohio,
from May 23, 1861, and remained at that place until July 3. On the 3rd of July they moved to
Ravenswood by order of General McClellan. They were sent to re-enforce the previously
mentioned Seventeenth Ohio, then expecting an attack whose forces were at Ripley.
Foot-note: James A. Park was appointed postmaster at Ripley on May 6, 1856. John W. Wetzel
replaced him on June 20, 1861. James A. Park, born 1818 in Virginia, was also a Ripley
merchant. His son, Abraham Park, joined Company B of the 22nd Virginia Infantry in June 1861.
2nd Foot-note: It would be difficult to determine which Ripley lawyer was apprehended in the
above story. There were nine lawyers living in Ripley in 1860. At least six of them had
Confederate leanings. Edgar C. Phelps became captain of Company G, 10th Virginia Cavalry;
William H. Lipscomb became captain of Company B, 22nd Virginia Infantry; Virgil S. Armstrong
joined Company G, 10th Virginia Cavalry, resigning at the end of his one year service he became
captain of Company G, 17th Virginia Cavalry; Otmer L. C. Hinesman joined Company B, 22nd
Virginia Infantry; Joseph Smith, born 1816 in Jefferson County, Ohio, married Minerva Lowther,
daughter of Robert Lowther. He attended the Richmond convention of 1851 and was elected
prosecuting attorney in 1852.
"When the Civil War came on in 1861, Judge Smith was justly regarded as a wealthy man...but

the civil strife came on so suddenly that when he went unexpectedly South, his affairs were left
in bad condition, so that during his absence his large property...was wasted and squandered..."
He was elected judge in 1872.
Which Ripley lawyer did the 17th Ohio troops take to Parkersburg?
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Confederate Troops Raised In 1861
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald May 13, 1977)

In the late spring and early summer of 1861 a considerable number of troops were raised in
Jackson County. Confederate troops raised were found in the 22nd Virginia Infantry, Company
B, the 36th Virginia Infantry and the 10th Virginia Cavalry, Company G.
The 22nd Virginia Infantry, also known as the 1st Kanawha Regiment of Virginia Infantry was
organized on April 25, 1861. It was accepted into the service of the Confederate states on July
1, following, for one year.
The Kanawha Riflemen enlisted at Charleston on May 8, George S. Patton was captain. It has
already been mentioned that Nicholas Fitzhugh, Henry W. Rand, William L. Mahan and William
C. Gillaspie, formerly of Jackson County, were members of this company.
Company B of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, was formed at Jackson Court House on June 1, 1861,
with William H. Lipscomb as captain. James C. Johns had received his appointment as 1st
Lieutenant on May 1. Jules H. Progler was also appointed first Lieutenant and Charles N. Austin
2nd Lieutenant.
Others who enrolled at Jackson Court House on the first day on June, 1861, and mustered into
service at Charleston on the 21st day following were as follows:
Adam C. Acree, Richard Ankrum, William R. Ankrum, Samuel Austin, Benjamin Chase. Alfred S.
Coe, Carter T. Combs. William Crow.
Oliver P. Evans, George Gillaspie, George Griffin, William Griffin, William Griffin, Charles
Hackelthorn, Alexander Hall, Otmer L. C. Hinesman, Augustus Hyre.
David McCoy, Abram Park, Charles H. Rhodes, Benjamin Rust, Joab Smith, Daniel Tenthary,
James Webster, Joseph Wheeler.
About fifty others from Jackson County were added to this list at a later date. They will be
listed, together with a part of their itinerary and causalities, at a later date. Officers for this
company for the remainder of the war seem to have come entirely from the original enlistees.

36th Virginia Infantry
The 36th, also known as the 2nd Kanawha Regiment of Virginia Infantry was organized July 15,
1861, with ten companies but had been reduced to eight companies by August 28, 1861.
"The records, rosters, orders, etc. belonging to this regiment were stored at Staunton about
July 1, 1864, and destroyed by the enemy in the latter part of September, 1864, when they
occupied the town under Sheridan. Consequently it is impossible to give exactly the dates in
several instances. Moreover, no papers could be kept during the last campaign and in some one
or two cases there may be errors of a few days."
When searching Confederate records similar information was stated repeatedly by researchers.
This was less true of Union records.
Albert G. Jenkins of Kanawha County, was captain of the 36th Virginia Infantry until August 8,
1861 at which time he resigned to accept an office of higher rank.
Captain Franklin P. Turner was the enrolling officer at Ripley. The first enrollees signed up for
one year. 1st Lieutenant George W. Duval (not Jackson County) was captain for a five month
period following Captain Turner's service. On October 1, 1862 Theodoric Fitzhugh became
captain. He was followed by John Maguire of Wood County who became captain on September
5, 1863.
The 36th Virginia Regiment was in the Fourth Brigade and was commanded by Colonel John
McCausland of Mason County.
William K. Park was Lieutenant Adjutant of the 36th Regiment.
Those enrolling at Ripley, on June 16-17, 1861, in Company E of the 36th Virginia Regiment were
as follows:
James Chevrount, Joseph Chevrount, Charles Davenport, Samuel J. C. Davenport, Thomas T.
Davenport, George N. Fitzhugh, Theodoric B. Fitzhugh, Charles Goodwin, William Grim, Nathan
J. Slaven, Hiram Monroe, Guy Allen McGee, Charles E. McGuire, Henry Clark, William Clark,
Henry Smith. James H. Trotter, Charles W. Sayre, Ezra Sayre, Roland P. Slaven, H. P. Slaven,
William A. McGuire.
At the same time and place six or more from Roane County enrolled in Company E of the 36th
Virginia Infantry.

Company A of this regiment enrolled at Buffalo, Putnam County. George Kessel of Jackson
County enrolled there. Levi Roush, then of Mason County and later of Jackson County, enrolled
there also.
Others from Jackson County enrolled in this organization at a later date.
Some who enrolled in Company E of the 36th Virginia Regiment only had "All" written after
their name. Not knowing when they joined, they are here included: William J. Faber and Lt.
Matthias B. Armstrong. The latter was born in Lewis County in 1820, lived in Jackson County
from 1843 to 1860 in which year he moved to Roane County.
Others enrolled at a later date.
Often there wasn't anything in the record to specifically identify the soldier by his physical
appearance. Photography was not yet practical. An exception to this was when Corporal H. P.
Slaven received a medical discharge. His papers did state that he was 29 years old, five feet and
8 inches tall, with fair complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. This probably prevented others with
a similar appearance from taking his discharge papers for their own.
Corporal Slaven had received a gunshot wound in the leg at the battle of Winchester on August
17, 1864. The wound caused severe damage to his leg. One of the persons signing his discharge
papers was Dr. B. H. Hoyt of Ravenswood.

(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

More Troops For The War
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald May 20, 1977)

The 10th Regiment of Virginia Cavalry was first organized in May, 1862, with ten companies
most of which had previously served in the field organizations known as the First Cavalry, Wise
Legion, and as the 8th Battalion Virginia Cavalry.
The local organization, or Company G of the 10th Virginia Cavalry, was frequently called the
Jackson Rangers of the Wise Legion. They served as such until May, 1862. They were first
organized at Ripley in June and July of 1861 and mustered August 5, 1861, at Camp David. The
captain of this company was Edward C. Phelps who had enlisted the men at Ripley for a one
year term. Virgil S. Armstrong enlisted as a private and was later promoted to lieutenant. He
served his one year of enlistment and came home to organize Company G, 17th Virginia
Cavalry. Wilson W. Parsons served his one year of enlistment and came home to become
captain of Company H. 17th Virginia Cavalry. Frederick F. Smith became major of the same
organization.
Enrollees in Company G, 10th Virginia Cavalry were as follows:
William A. Burditt, Cpl. James Blake, Sgt. Thomas B. Board, George Boggess, Robert Boice,
Robert Conley, George Crow, Jacob Cumpston. W. K. Flesher, Martin V. Goodwin, John Green.
John Hall, Joseph P. Harrison, Uriah Hatcher, M.E. Hicks, H.F. Knopp, Lt. William Knopp, James F.
Leachman, William Maguire, James ? R. Mays, William McGinnis, James McKown.
W.B. McMahan, Sgt. Robert R. Park, Lewis M. Parsons, Wilson W. Parsons, H.C. Rollings, Hiram
Romine, James Sheppard, John Sheppard, Henry P. Slaven, William Slaven, Frederick F. Smith.
George W. Stewart.
William Maguire also enrolled in the 36th Virginia Infantry.
Anthony Dilwarth, who had formerly been a prominent citizen in Jackson County, became
captain of Company D, 10th Virginia Cavalry. His son, James K.P. Dilwarth, was in the same
company with his father. A second son was in the 22nd Virginia Infantry.
William Slaven, born in 1798, was refused duty in the 10th Cavalry because of his age.

Three weeks ago items which the new soldier was to bring with him when he entered the
service was listed. On reaching camp they received additional supplies which were to be carried
with them. They consisted of the following:
Musket, Cartridge boxes, Cartridge box belts, Cap ponches, Haversacks, Canteens and straps.
Waist belts, Bayonet scabbards, Knapsacks, Gun Slings, Screw drivers, Cones, Wipers, Ball
screws. Spring vices, 1 sharp carbine.
Other men joined the three mentioned companies at a later date. The 17th Virginia Cavalry also
brought in additional manpower. They will be listed at a later time.
Until the new government of West Virginia was sufficiently organized, the picture was not at all
clear as to whom authority would be delegated. Further, we will recall that money had to be
borrowed on a note signed by two individuals before the government of the new state could
even begin to function. It took time to organize from the top down. Perhaps that was given
consideration when it was decided to bring southern troops into West Virginia.
No Union companies had been organized in Jackson County before August 22, 1861. This would
have been too late to take part in any military activity taking place because of the brief
occupancy of the Kanawha Valley by General Henry A. Wise and the subsequent Union efforts
to drive him away.
Union companies which came in part from Jackson County and were organized in 1861 are as
follows:
Fifth Regiment of West Virginia Cavalry—Enrolled June 28, 1861, at Wheeling, W. Va.
Fourth Regiment of W.Va. Infantry—Organized at Mason City, Point Pleasant and Grafton, W.
Va., June 17 to August 22, 1861.
Fifth Regiment of W. Va. Infantry—Organized at Ceredo, W. Va., September 2, 1861, and
mustered on October 18, 1861.
Seventh Regiment of West Virginia Cavalry Volunteers—Organized in autumn of 1861.
Sixth Regiment of Infantry—Organized at Grafton, Mannington, Cairo, Parkersburg and
Wheeling, W. Va., August 13 to December 22, 1861.

Eleventh West Virginia Infantry—Organized between December 1861 to September 1862.
Ninth West Virginia Infantry—(two lines unreadable in newspaper) February 28, 1862, of
companies from the counties of Cabell, Wood, Jackson, Mason and Roane. Owen G. Chase was
in Ripley in December, 1861, at which time there was a very small group which had signed up
for service.
There were other companies organizing as early as the above. Jackson (two words unreadable)
Chiefly concerned with those listed.
George Landfried may have been Jackson County’s first Civil War casualty. In a History of
Ripley published in the Jackson Herald in 1900, Mae Parsons Board lists him as a Union soldier
who "Came home sick with fever and died." His tombstone is in the Old Ripley Cemetery. It is
engraved as follows: "George Landfried died July 25, 1861 Age 19 years, 7 months and 1 day"
(Newspaper courtesy of Jean Wolfe Thomas. Thanks, Jean.) George Landfried may have joined
an Ohio Company as some other West Virginians did at this time.
Although the new government of West Virginia had authorized the organization of Home Guard
units in the various counties of the state little was done in that direction until 1863 in Jackson
County. |
John Flesher had been appointed Adjutant on July 8, 1861, but the commission was revoked
February 4, 1862.
William H. Flesher was commissioned captain July 15, 1861.
William R. Oldham was commissioned captain April 29 1862, to rank March 14, 1861.
George Gilpin was commissioned 1st Lieutenant July 15, 1861.
William Smith was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant July 15, 1861, to rank June 29, 1861.
Robert Smith was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant September 25 to rank September 7, 1861.
They were "all chiefs and no Indians." That was all of the 1861 appointments. Most of the
companies were not fully organized until 1863.
Roane County formed a Home Guard unit on June 1, 1861. It was mustered at New Kentuck in
Jackson County. Joel Cunningham, formerly of Jackson County, was the captain. Out of the 37

men enrolled in the company, 15 were from Jackson County.
The Home Guard companies guarded their community against guerillas and others who
operated outside the law.
(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Confederate Troops In Jackson County
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald May 27, 1977)

Considerable progress had been made in Jackson County in the half century preceding the Civil
War. Much of it was due to the efforts of its own citizens, both individually and collectively.
Other improvements had come about through such inventions as the steamboat and the
railroad.
Improved transportation has been discussed in previous articles. The first steamboat to
descend the Ohio River made the journey in 1811. The National Road from Cumberland,
Maryland, to Wheeling, (W) Virginia was completed in 1817 and was soon extended westward.
Later the National Turnpike was completed to Parkersburg as was the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad. In the 1840's and 1850's considerable progress was made nearer home. The Gilmer,
Ripley and Ohio Turnpike, the Charleston, Ripley and Parkersburg Turnpike with a lateral road
to Ravenswood, the Reedy and Spencer Turnpike all brought local improvements. It was these
roads that were to be used later by troops of both the North and South. It was the above
railroad and the railroad to Wheeling, (W) Virginia that the South very soon sought to control.
In many ways, in 1860 things had never been better. Not only had transportation facilities been
improved but there was a new courthouse. More school bells were ringing for more children
and more church doors were opened. A dozen or more post offices had been established. There
was a newspaper at Ravenswood and a telegraph at least as near as Parkersburg.
But during this time of improving conditions elections had been held, issues discussed and
debated, opinions formed. People in Jackson County were no different, in this respect, than
they were elsewhere.
Soon after Virginia seceded from the Union, Henry A. Wise, a former governor of Virginia, was
commissioned Brigadier General in the provisional army of the Confederate States. As such he
was authorized to raise a brigade to be known as Wise's Legion.
General Robert E. Lee, Governor John Letcher of Virginia and General Wise began to make plans
to take over the counties of western Virginia. Their first goal was to take over the arsenal at
Harper's Ferry and this was soon accomplished. Secondly, they intended to control the

northwestern part of western Virginia and the railroads therein. Another part of their strategy
was to gain control of the Ohio Valley.
On May 25, 1861, from his office in Richmond, Virginia, Governor Letcher sent a letter to Col. G.
A. Porterfield, stationed at Grafton, (W) Virginia. It read as follows:
"Dear Sir: When you get matters in proper condition at Grafton, take train some night, run up
to Wheeling and seize and carry away the arms recently sent to that place by Cameron, the
United States Secretary of War, and use them in arming such men as may rally to your camp.
Recover the State arms also seized by the malcontents at Richwood.
It is advisable to shut off the telegraphic communications between Wheeling and Washington,
so that the disaffected at the former place cannot communicate with their allies at
Headquarters. Establish a perfect control over the telegraph (if kept up,) so that no dispatch can
pass without your knowledge and inspection before it is sent.
If troops from Ohio and Pennsylvania shall be attempted to be passed on the railroad, do not
hesitate to obstruct their passage by all means in your power, even to the destruction of the
roads and bridges.
Having confidence in your discretion, I am sure you will manage all things wisely and well.
Yours truly, John Letcher.
In response to the above instructions, Col. Porterfield wrote a letter to Colonel W. J. Willey,
near Wheeling, giving him the following instructions:
"Dear Colonel: From Information just received, it is essential to the safety of my command that
the bridges be destroyed as far west as possible. You will proceed on the next train, and have it
carried into effect today."
Colonel Benjamin F. Kelly, with a regiment of Union forces, advanced from Wheeling and drove
Porterfield out of that section.
The Wheeling Intelligencer soon gave this information. Such news was of much concern
throughout western Virginia. The intended threat to Wheeling could not have gone unnoticed
by anyone in the newly formed state.

The Northern troops from Ohio were poised for a counter plan. On the day after Governor
Letcher's instructions to Colonel Porterfield, Major-General George B. McClellan from the
headquarters of the Department of Ohio, in Cincinnati, issued a proclamation to the people of
western Virginia:
"Soldiers:—You are ordered to cross the frontier and enter upon the soil of Virginia. Your
mission is to restore peace and confidence, to protect the majesty of the law, and to rescue our
brethren from the grasp of armed traitors. You are to act in concert with the Virginia troops and
to support their advance.
I place under the safeguard of your honor the persons and property of the Virginians. I know
that you will respect their feelings and all of their rights. Preserve the strictest discipline;
remember that each one of you holds in his keeping the honor of Ohio and the Union.
If you are called upon to overcome armed opposition, I know that your courage is equal
to the task; but remember that your only foes are the armed traitors, and show mercy even to
them when they are in your power, for many of them are misguided. When under your
protection, the loyal men of Western Virginia have been able to organize and arm,
they can protect themselves, and you can return to your homes, with the proud
satisfaction of having preserved a gallant people from destruction.
G.B. McClellan,
Major-General Commanding
These, no doubt, were heartwarming words to the Northern sympathizers in western Virginia
and the opposite to those of Confederate leanings.
At any rate, the Ohio headquarters were south of Jackson County and the Southern troops
were in northwestern Virginia.
A few days after his message to the soldiers, above, General George B. McClellan led a force of
four thousand into Grafton. It seems highly probably that they passed the twenty-four miles of
Jackson County Ohio River shoreline on their way by boat to Parkersburg and their train ride to
Grafton.
Although a battle was fought at Phillipi on June 3, 1861, the Confederates were not
permanently driven from this area for some time. The battle of Phillipi is said to be the first land
battle of the Civil War.

It might be of some assistance to the reader, in attempting to visualize the rural scene at that
time, to give some population figures. In 1860 the population of Wheeling was 13,986;
Parkersburg, 2,433; Charleston, 1,166; Mason, 1,001; Weston, 811; Guyandotte, 536; (adjoining
present Huntington which did not exist at that time); Point Pleasant, 514; Glenville, 394; and
Spencer, 191. Ripley had a population of 334 persons living in 53 households which included the
United States Hotel and the Maguire Hotel and a boarding house. Ravenswood had a
population of 301 living in 58 households. This included the Ravenswood House, or Kenney
Hotel and a smaller hotel.

(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Confederate Troops In Jackson County Part II
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald June 3, 1977)

PART TWO
On June 6, 1861, Brigadier General Henry A. Wise, of the Confederate States army, was ordered to
command troops in the Great Kanawha Valley. These included troops he brought with him and the
troops that had been raised by Colonel Tompkins and Lieutenant Colonel McCausland and their
supporting officers. By July 8, the number totaled 2,705 officers and men.
The original confederate plan seems to have been to occupy the entire area between the Little Kanawha
and the Big Kanawha Rivers. Headquarters were to be at Charleston with strong outposts at Point
Pleasant, Ravenswood, Spencer and Arnoldsburg.
General Wise arrived in Charleston on June 26. His occupation of that place was unopposed. During the
first two days he and his men used the courthouse as their barracks. They then proceeded to Camp TwoMile on the Littlepage farm which is now within the city limits.
On the day that General Wise arrived in Charleston, Captain Edgar Phelps of Company G, 10th Virginia
Cavalry, and partially formed by men from Jackson County, was ordered to this county with his men.
They were to go to Ripley by way of Pocatalico and "Seize all the arms he can in the possession of the
known enemy and bring them here." Captain Phelps was cautioned to move with the utmost secrecy
and to be careful about being cut off by the enemy. He was further instructed to "Try to reach
Ravenswood and offer the olive branch to everyone of its citizens." (See previous article listing men
recruited at Ripley by Capt. Phelps. They were frequently called the Jackson Rangers).
The expedition of Captain Phelps to Ripley was followed on June 29 by Captain O. Jennings Wise, son of
General Wise. He was escorted by an impressively uniformed staff and the Richmond Light Infantry
Blues, Virginia's oldest military organization. They were accompanied by two companies of cavalry. One
of the latter appears to have been Company B of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, part of which was raised at
Ripley and mustered into service at Charleston on June 21, 1861.
The captain was William H. Lipscomb. (See previous article about the men who had enrolled under Capt.
Lipscomb by this date).
After a night march, Captain O. Jennings Wise and his men arrived at Ripley on the following day. They
found here that a small detachment of Union troops had withdrawn to Ravenswood. The record states:
"Instead of meeting Yankees we were met by cheers of the inhabitants." This development could not
have been completely unexpected because of previous successful Confederate recruiting that had taken
place at Ripley. Before making the trip they were undoubtedly, also aware of the Union troops from
Ohio temporarily stationed at Ravenswood.

The small force was quartered in the courthouse. Detachments were spread out to Cottageville and
possibly, elsewhere. Captain Wise and his men stayed away from Ravenswood.
In 1939 a series of articles were written by a grandson of George B. Crow. Mr. Crow was born in 1847
and, thus, was a lad 14 years of age in 1861. In one of the articles described the Jackson County visit of
the Wise father and son was recalled.
"In the spring of 1861, General Henry A. Wise, (former) Governor of Virginia, was in Ripley in command
of the Confederate forces. A report reached him that the enemy was in force at Cottageville. He
dispatched a company of Red Shirts, cavalry, to investigate.
"I (George Crow), was in school at that time at what is now the Combs farm. (In 1977 it may be best
known as being at Angerona and a farm on which stands the orginal brick house and is now owned by
Robert Park). It was the noon hour. The sound of horses running attracted our attention when we saw
three men galloping by, dressed in red. Very soon the company of about 100 followed. A scout met
them as they halted about a hundred yards from the school house. The children ran over and heard the
scout report that there was a large force entrenched on a hill near Cottageville. The red shirt captain
sent a man back to Ripley for re-enforcements and soon two companies of cavalry arrived. In one of the
companies was my brother William (Company B, 22nd Virginia Infantry).
"The cavalry troops dismounted and went on foot to the battle. They got to the top of Conrad Hill, fired
a volley at the enemy on the top of Lawvill Hill and getting no response returned to Ripley after a time,
about dark.
"The infantry got down too late for the fight.
"In the meantime big events were happening to me. (I was not in school again for nearly four years.)
When I came back to father's gate leading to our home a few people had assembled. A man, greatly
excited, was making a speech, saying now was the time to help run the invaders of Virginia's fair soil
back across the Ohio.
"His appeal fired my soul. I went after my father's rifle, shot pouch, and powder horn, and started for
the battle, not telling anyone of my patriotic intention. I got to the point near the school house where
the cavalry had dismounted, found the road full of loose horses with a few men left behind to care for
them, and was halted by someone in command. My gun was taken from me and handed to my teacher,
Jacob Smith."
He continued: "I was picked up and placed on a stallion that was creating some disturbance and told to
obey orders. Soon our commander said we must take the horses back to some open place and bring
order out of chaos.
"I was more afraid of my high spirited horse than I was of the whole Yankee army.
"We drove our horses as we would cattle. The first place that seemed good was my father's fields on the
home farm, so I was back where I started. There the horses were caught and one man placed in charge

of five horses, pressing into the service every one traveling the road or that had been brought to us by
curiosity. I had charge of five near the house and in front of it; soon one of the company of "Richmond
Blues" came to me and asked me to go in the house and get him something to eat, saying that he would
hold my horses. I stopped at the well to get a drink and heard a horse galloping.
"Looking around the corner of the house I saw the rider was our boss.
"Where is the boy with the blue shirt?"
"The soldier said that he did not know, that he was passing, saw the horses loose, and was holding
them.
"I heard no more. I knew I had disobeyed orders and that the penalty was death. I ran to the cellar and
hid in a barrel for some time. Finally, all being quiet, I ventured up to find my mother and get a white
shirt. She was getting supper for the officers but got me a shirt. While the officers were eating, I, with a
white shirt on, went into the dining room. I felt in my disguise and in the presence of my father and
mother I might be safe.
"I was so chagrined at the failure of my patriotic endeavor that I did not care if the South got a licking or
not.
"About dark, the soldiers under General Wise returned from their conflict, got the horses, and went on
to Ripley."
One prominent West Virginia historian states that the Kanawha Riflemen were at Ripley with O. Jennings
Wise. That being true, Nicholas Fitzhugh, formerly of Ravenswood, and four other former Jackson
countians were with him also. Their captain was Albert Jenkins, later to become Brigadier General Albert
Jenkins.
On July 4, 1861, General Wise, with his full staff dressed in dazzling uniforms, joined the Confederate
companies at Ripley. Two days later he issued a proclamation there:
"To the true and loyal citizens of Virginia on the Ohio border, and more particularly to those of Jackson
County, I would earnestly appeal to come to the defense of the Commonwealth, invade and insulted as
she is by a ruthless and unnatural enemy. None need be afraid that they will be held accountable for
past opinions, votes, or acts, under the delusions which have been practiced upon the Northwestern
people, if they will now return to their patriotic duty and acknowledge their allegiance to Virginia and
her Confederate States, as their true and lawful sovereigns You were Union men, so was I and we held a
right to be so until oppression and invasion and war drove us to the assertion of a second independence.
The sovereign State proclaimed it by her Convention, and by a majority of more than 100,000 votes at
the polls. She has seceded from the old and established a new Confederacy. She has commanded and
we must obey her voice. I come to execute her command—to hold out the olive branch to her true and
peaceful citizens—to repel invasion from abroad, and subdue treason only at home. Come to call of the
country which owes you protection as her native sons."

On the 5th, according to the Richmond Blues Record Book, "It was the intention of our commander to
make an attack on the Yankees at Ravenswood, 15 miles distant, but then concluded not to do so, and
started on our return to Charleston, and marched as far as Sissonville."
On July 3, two companies from Gallipolis had joined the Union troops already at Ravenswood. General
McClellan claimed victory by default when General Wise decided to bypass the Union troops at
Ravenswood.
The Richmond Blues and the Kanawha Riflemen returned to Charleston on July 9.
Summarizing, we may say that Confederate action in Jackson County lasted from June 26 to July 9, 1861,
or for a period of 13 days. There were no skirmishes, no injuries or loss of life and only a few additional
troops were gained at that time.

(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Kentucky Infantry Marches Thru Jackson
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald June 10, 1977)

On July 5, 1861, General Henry A. Wise left Ripley and started his return trip to Charleston. He
and his men marched as far as Sissonville, where they spent the night and completed their
journey on the 5th. The Richmond Blues and the Kanawha Riflemen returned to Charleston on
the 9th.
After the return of General Wise to his temporary headquarters at Kanawha Two-Mile, it was
not long before Union troops from Ohio and Kentucky would meet the Confederate forces of
Virginia and western Virginia.
Jackson countians were intensely interested in this development. About one hundred men from
the county were already with the Confederate forces.
The 1st Kentucky marched from Ravenswood to strike at Wise's base at Kanawha Two-Mile.
They went by way of Ripley and Sissonville as General Wise had done a few days before. The
outcome of the confrontation between the Union and the Confederate soldiers was of great
concern to everyone in the area.
This movement of the First Kentucky Infantry was only one part of a three-pronged movement
included in the Union strategy.
Under the direction of General George B. McClellan, Brigadier General Jacob D. (Later Major
General and governor of Ohio) was assigned the task of dislodging General Wise from the
Kanawha Valley. General Cox mobilized his troops at Gallipolis, Ohio. His forces consisted of the
previously mentioned 1st Kentucky Infantry and the 2nd Kentucky Infantry. In addition he had
under his command the 12th and 21st Ohio Infantry, a troop of cavalry and a battery of
artillery. The four companies of Ohio troops at Ravenswood were also a part of the master plan.
General McClellan, in the meantime completed plans to prevent a Confederate retreat by way
of Clarksburg and Beverly. Neither would it be possible for Confederate troops in that area to
come to the aid of General Wise.
On July 11th, or only two days after the return from Ripley of the Richmond Blues and Kanawha
Riflemen, Major General Cox launched his three-pronged attack. One prong was the previously
mentioned 1st Kentucky which was to march by way of Ripley and Sissonville from Ravenswood. Anticipating a possible approach by the enemy from that direction, a series of
breastworks had been constructed on the hill facing the Littlepage mansion. They overlooked

Camp Two-Mile and commanded the junction of the Ripley road with that leading into
Charleston. Unless they detoured the 1st Kentucky would have to face this breastworks.
The 2nd Kentucky Infantry entered West Virginia at the mouth of the Guyandotte River at
present Huntington. First action between the Union and Confederate troops took place at a
bridge across Mud River. The Union men went at the Confederates with a bayonet charge. The
former were better equipped and the Confederates withdrew after a brief skirmish. A total for
both sides was six men killed and eighteen or more wounded.
On the 16th there was a brief skirmish near the mouth of Pocatalico River. On the same day
the main force of the Union army under General Cox arrived in the area. On the following there
was a general engagement of forces at Scary Creek, just below Camp Tompkins. Wise’s Camp
was about twelve miles away. An account of the battle of Scary Creek may be found in some
West Virginia histories. General Wise claimed the "victory" for the day. However, the victory
was not decisive enough to blind him to the serious situation in which he found himself. The
three prongs of the opposition were position to hold him in their grip. With fewer troops and
less well equipped than his opponent, General Wise was not long in concluding that good
judgement dictated his withdrawal from the Kanawha Valley. He began his retreat on July 24.
The following day the mayor of Charleston surrendered the city to General Cox and on the
same day he established his headquarter there.
Union troops pursued the retreating Confederates only a short distance. Though departing
hastily, General Wise was able to withdraw his troops in an orderly manner. Most of the troops
walked—carrying their own arms and equipment. As no food was provided each man had to
forge for himself. It was a bitter time for those who had started out with high expectations. The
men were exhausted by the time they reached Lewisburg, a week after their departure from
Charleston.
From the notes in the diary of a 22nd Virginia Infantryman from Jackson County: “Marched to
White Sulphur Springs on the 24th of July arriving at which place on the 3rd day of August. Left
White Sulphur Springs on the 20th day of August and re-enforced Gen. Floyd’s Brigade at
Carnifex Ferry on the 25th of August. Participated in the combat at Cross Lanes on the 26th of
August. Captured prisoners and took 11 guns."
Jackson County men were in the fighting forces of the South and the fighting had begun.
On May 13, 1861, Major General George B. McClellan had assumed command of the
Department of Ohio which embraced a portion of western Virginia. After the First Battle of Bull
Run on July 21-22 and the decisive defeat of the Union forces, General McClellan was ordered
to Washington. On August 20 he became the new commander of the Army of the Potomac.

Brigadier General W. S. Rosecrans replaced McClellan in the Department of the Ohio. Rosecrans
assumed command of the newly created Department of Western Virginia on October 11.
In the meantime, Parkersburg was fast becoming a supply depot for Union troops in the central
and northwestern part of western Virginia.

(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Moccasin Rangers Raid Ripley
By: Corinne Fisher
(Originally published by The Jackson Herald June 17, 1977)

At nine o'clock on the winter night of December 19, 1861, there may have been a few lights
remaining in the windows of the little town of Ripley. If there were any lights at that hour, they
would have been from the open fireplace, from candlelight or a lamp.
It was on that evening that Daniel Duskey and his band of twelve Moccasin Rangers from
Calhoun County swooped down on Ripley shooting and yelling in true guerrilla style.
The guerrillas posted guards and the main body, trained by several months of experience,
began to loot the defenseless town. After picking the locks of the courthouse and the jail
therein, the guns and other military items were taken. J. L. Armstrong's store was robbed with
the parting suggestion being that the goods be charged to the Confederacy. Personal items
were "lifted" from the citizens of the town. Postmaster John H. Wetzel refused to unlock the
post office door and Duskey, claiming that he had the best key in the world, proceeded to kick
down the door. Everything of value in the post office was taken, including letters and a box of
clothing for soldiers. Adding insult to injury, all of the clothes of the postmaster were taken
except those he was wearing. Post offices in those days were in the homes of the postmaster or
in his place of business. A good square meal was requisitioned from households in the town.
The following day letters were addressed to Colonel Daniel Frost by two of the above named
victims: John H. Wetzel and J. L. Armstrong. In the letters they itemized their grievances and
placed the blame for the results of the raid on Dr. O. G. Chase who, at the time, was attempting
to recruit a number of men in the area for the Ninth West Virginia Infantry. He had been in the
county less than three weeks and had enlisted fifteen or twenty men before the night of the
raid. The complaint against Dr. Chase was centered on the fact that he had gathered up all guns
belonging to citizens of the community excepting one possessed by the postmaster and,
perhaps, one other.
It was reported that the marauders got about 10 muskets, 5 rifles, 20 suits of clothing, shoes,
etc., in addition to the other items mentioned.

(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Fourth Regiment Volunteer Infantry
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in the Jackson Herald June 24, 1977)

The Fourth West Virginia Infantry was organized in August, 1861, with the following field
officers: J.A.J. Light-burn, Colonel; William H.H. Russell, Lieutenant Colonel, and John T. Hall,
Major. The latter was a graduate of West Point. Lt. Col. Russell, the only one of the three from
Jackson County, resigned March 26, 1863.
The regiment was organized at Mason City, Point Pleasant and Grafton, W. Va., June 17 to
August 22, 1861. Enrollment was also at various other places in the area, including Jackson
County.
Men from Jackson County serving in this military unit were as follows:
Company A: William H. Ray
Company C: Alfred F. M. O'Brien, Calvin H. Thomas and George W. Townsend
Company E: Jacob S. Coon
Company F: Wesley Barnes, John D. Birch, William Barringer, Jessie S. Boyce, Sanford Boyce,
Sgt. Finley D. Chalfant, Cpl. William H. Davis, Robert A. DeBussey, M. E. Ferrell, William S. Hall,
Thomas Hoselton, Leonard N. Jackson, James Merriman, Sgt. Marion M. Mills, Josiah P.
Morehouse, Lafayette Murray, George Nagle, William F. Oshe, Capt. Finley D. Ong, Cpl. Finley J.
Ong, Cpl. William Ong. Gideon Polk, George W. Priddy, John W. Priddy, William Priddy, Kinsey
Rand, Samuel Rardin, William Rardin, Allen Robinson, Cpl. William Robinson, Henry C. Rowley,
Benjamin F. Safreed, Cpl. W. L. Safreed, James Savage, William Savage, Isaac Sayre, Lt. George
A. Scott, William Stevens, James F. Stone, Charles T. Tidd, Ezekial Wetzel, Francis Wetzel,
Benjamin F. White, John White, Isaac Wolfe, William H. Wood.
Company G: Andrew C. Flesher, George W. Flesher, James M. Pierson, Joseph Wolfe, John
Wolfe
Company I: William C. Burdette, John W. Flowers, Ephriam King, Washington Lane.
The Fourth West Virginia Infantry ranged farther afield than any other of the nearly thirty
regiments from West Virginia.

The regiment did its first service in the Kanawha Valley. The daily program was scouting, guard
duty and fighting. They chased guerrillas and bushwackers in central West Virginia. In July and
August of 1862, General Cox was in command of the Kanawha Valley, with a force of 12,000 to
15,000 men. Serious danger was threatening Washington, D.C., and Cox was ordered to report
there. He took about 10,000 men with him.
On August 17, 1862, Col. J. A. J. Lightburn assumed command of the Union forces in the
Kanawha Valley District. Among the forces left with him were the Fourth and the Ninth West
Virginia Infantries. In the Fourth there were about sixty men from Jackson County and about
three times that amount from the county in the Ninth West Virginia Infantry. The story of
Lightburn's retreat to the Ohio, through Jackson County, will be told at a later time.
The Fourth spent six months in the siege and capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi. Later they were
in other battles in Mississippi, Alabama and Tennessee. Their campaigns included the battles of
Missionary Ridge and Kenesaw Mountain and the Atlanta Campaign.
The battles of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and of Vicksburg, Mississippi, were both fought in the
first week of July, 1863. They were both definite turning points in the Civil War. Bruce Catton, a
pulitzer prize historian, has stated: "Gettysburg ruined a Confederate offensive and
demonstrated that a great triumph on Northern soil which the South had to win if it was to gain
recognition abroad could not be won. But Vicksburg broke the Confederacy into halves, gave
the Mississippi Valley to the Union, and inflicted a wound that would ultimately prove mortal.
Losing at Vicksburg, the Confederates had lost more than they could afford to lose; at Vicksburg
they lost what they could not afford at all."
Following is a list of casualties for Jackson County men in the Fourth West Virginia Infantry from
the time their service began until July 22, 1863.
1861
December 6: Wesley Barnes died of congestion of the brain at Gallipolis, Ohio.
1862
February 2: Andrew C. Flesher was discharged on a surgeon's certificate.
February 23: George W. Priddy died of typhoid fever at the Regimental Hospital, Ceredo, W. Va.
June 6: William Robinson discharged for disability at Charleston. William Rardin died at home of
pneumonia.

August 10: Benjamin F. White died of consumption at his home.
November 12: Sanford Boyce died at General Hospital, Charleston.
1863
January 7: William Savage discharged on surgeon's certificate at Louisville, Ky.
April 10: Calvin H. Thomas detached at U.S. Hospital St. Louis, Missouri.
May 10: Cpl. William H. Davis accidentally shot and killed at Charleston, W. Va.
May 19: James Merriman killed in action at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Captain Finley D. Ong
wounded at the battle of Walnut Hills, and died three days later at Vicksburg, Mississippi, a
prisoner of war. This is from War Record 11. Another reliable source states that "On May 19th,
the memorable assault on Vicksburg occurred. The Fourth Regiment was placed in the advance
of Lightburn's brigade and charged the enemy's works. A few men scaled the parapet, among
them Capt. Finley D. Ong, of Company F, and...a corporal...who entered the Confederate works;
they were wounded and taken prisoner and died in the enemy's hands. The balance of the
company was quickly repulsed. The regiment lost in this assault 25 killed and 10 mortally
wounded."
May 31: William C. Burdette died at Memphis, Tennessee, from wounds received at Vicksburg,
Mississippi.
July 22: James Savage died of disease at Walnut Hills, Mississippi.
Three men of the Fourth were wounded in action—the date and place not given. They were
Benjamin F. Safreed, Cpl. William L. Safreed and Allen Robinson.
Of the fifty-nine men from Jackson County serving in the Fourth, there was a total of eighteen
casualties by July 22, 1863. Of the remaining forty-one, twenty three re-enlisted between
February 3 and May 3, 1864.
On December 10, 1864, the veterans who re-enlisted were consolidated with the First West
Virginia Infantry to finish the war as the Second West Virginia Veteran Infantry. The Jackson
County men who re-enlisted to serve during the remainder of the war were as follows:
John D. Birch, Jacob S. Coon, George W. Flesher, John W. Flowers, Ephriam King, Josiah P.
Morehouse, Lafayette D. Murray, Alfred M. O'Brien, Cpl. William Ong, James M. Pierson.
Samuel Rardin, William H. Ray, Allen Robinson, Benjamin F. Safreed, Cpl. Wm. L. Safreed, Isaac
Sayre, James F. Stone, George W. Townsend, Ezekial Wetzel, Francis Wetzel, Isaac Wolfe.
William H. Wood.
(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

The Ninth West Virginia Infantry
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald July 1 and July 8, 1977)

The Ninth Regiment of West Virginia Infantry Volunteers was organized February 28, 1862. The
companies were composed of men from the counties of Cabell, Wood, Jackson, Mason and
Roane. Nineteen other counties were also represented in the regiment. In 1864, the nonveterans were discharged as their terms expired. However, 357 men of this regiment reenlisted at Fayetteville, W. Va. on January 1, 1864, as veteran volunteers. Together with the
veterans of the Fifth Regiment of Infantry they formed the First Veteran Volunteer Infantry.
Some of the Field and Staff officers were mustered at Ripley on February 28, 1862. They
included Lieutenant George J. Walker of Company F. Lt. Walker was a native of England and
came to Meigs County, Ohio, where he was living when the war began. During or soon after the
war he moved to Jackson County and spent the remainder of his life here.
Company A
This company was mustered into service on November 28, 1861, at Mason City, West Virginia.
Those men who re-enlisted and served during the remainder of the war will have (r) after their
names.
Peter Aten (r), Martin Bonnett (r), Joseph A. Brown (r), Hiram Cobb (r), John A. Compston,
Henry I. Hughes (r), Isaac Hughes (r), William Lewis, Hiram Mercer, James W. Mills (r), George
W. Rogers (r), Jeremiah Sayre (r), Ashbel Sheppard, Lemuel C. Stewart (r).
Company B
This company mustered at Spencer on February 11, 1862. The first five listed below were living
in Jackson County until the formation of Roane County in 1856. The last two were living in
Roane County at the time of the Civil War and came to Jackson County after the war and spent
the remainder of their lives here.
Sgt. William Gandee, Frederick Gandee, William Reynolds, Jacob Short, Thomas West, Mark V.
Hamrick, James Lester.
Company C
In this company, and in others, one column is headed "Resident or Where Enrolled." For this
company the following places are listed: Ravenswood, Gauley Bridge, Clarksburg, Mason City
and Portland, Ohio. February 11, 1862, was enrollment day at Ravenswood.

Harker Allen, George Barringer (r), George Barringer, Jr. (r), John Bishop, Cpl. Francis Blain (r),
Matthew Carpenter, 2nd Lt. Benj. B. Chevrount, Alexander Cumpston (r), Daniel S. Cumpston
(r), Francis Cumpston, Thomas Cumpston (r), Isaiah Cunningham (r), George Derenberger (r),
Reuben Donahue (r), Salathiel Donahue, Cpl. Benj. Hamilton (r), John F. Hood, Sgt. Samuel King,
Cpl. Robert Little (r), Herrick Lobdill, John M. Lyons (r), James McMurray, Jacob Miller, Thomas
B. O'Brien, Sgt. Andrew Park (r). Henry Parsons (r), William H. Pearson, Lt. Charles O. Phelps (r),
Sgt. Joseph T. Powere (r), William Rood, Paul F. Shafer (r), Columbus Springer (r), Noah Staats
(r), Francis Stanley (r), Chester Tinney (r), Sgt. Edgar Thorn (r), Elias H. Washburn.
The above Henry Parsons is listed as having been born in Meigs County, Ohio. A look at the map
shows that it was just across the Ohio River. There were many marriages between the residents
of the two counties. A family researcher might want to look farther into the matter. There is a
Henry Parsons buried in the Fairview Cemetery, Jackson County. The dates on the monument
are 1841-1924. There are many problems similar to this in compiling lists of Civil War soldiers.
Company D
There were no enlistees in this company from Jackson County. Enrollments were taken at
Guyandotte on February 11, 1862.
Company E
The volunteers from this company were enlisted at Mason City in the spring of 1862. Serving
in the company from Jackson County was Joseph V. Rowley, age 30 on February 28, 1862. He
mustered in as a private and was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant. On the following October 26, he
resigned to become captain of a home-guard company in Jackson County. Others from Jackson
County in this company were as follows:
Cpl. David M. Baker (r), Elias D. Conger (r), Lawson Duffy, John W. Harrison (r), Henry Hill (r),
Jesse Kearns, William B. Lane, William A. Rowley, Sgt. William Sargeant, Thomas Sinclair (r),
Martin M. Wetzel (r), Thomas West (r).
Company F
This company of the Ninth Regiment of West Virginia Infantry was mustered by Lt. Col. W. C.
Starr, on February 28, 1862, at the mouth of Mill Creek, Jackson County, West Virginia. As other
companies of the regiment, it was mustered out on November 9, 1864, by consolidation of the

Fifth and Ninth Regiments of West Virginia Infantry to form the First West Virginia Veteran
Volunteer Infantry.
Owen G. Chase was commissioned 1st Lieutenant on December 18, 1861, to rank December 25,
1861. The following May he was promoted to captain and five months later he resigned. He was
the man who was criticized, perhaps unjustly, when the Ripley post office was robbed in
December, 1861.
He was the son of Charles and Mary Holt Chase. His father was born in Waterville, Maine, and
his mother in Meigs County, Ohio. O. G. Chase was born in the latter place. Mr. Chase died on
April 3, 1903.
From an official source, I have a photocopy of the resignation of Captain Chase. Some of the
writing has faded with time. It was written on September 24, 1862 at the headquarters of the
Ninth Regiment of W. Va. Infantry at Camp Fairhaven. Ohio. The letter was addressed to Col.
N.C. McLane. It requested that his resignation be granted immediately and to be unconditional.
He listed a severe ailment of the digestive tract and "since I have come into the service it has
been getting worse continually. And for several months I have been unable to travel on foot
with my company. I have been compelled to keep a horse and buggy for my transportation
from one post to another..."
(Note: The uncertain drinking water supply, the strain of long marches, the sometimes
irregularity of meals and the mental and emotional fatigue of battle did produce problems of
the digestive tract in quite a few soldiers).
Alexander Anderson (r) George Anderson (r), Joshua Antill (r); David M. Baker (from Co. E);
Aaron E. Barnette; George W. Bishop; Sgt. Absalom Board (r); James K P. Board (r); John
Brillhart; George W. Campbell (r); James Canter; Jonas Canter; Solomon Carpenter (r); Henry L.
Casto (r); Sgt. John Chancey (r); Boswell Chancey (r); Simon T Cook; William Crall; Thaddeus
Cunningham; Amon Davis; William Dillon (r); Sgt. Stephen T. Dodd (r); Cpl. Calvin Donahue;
Reuben Donahue; Martin V. Douglas; Joel Ewing (r); William H. Giles (r); Cpl. John A. Harpold (r);
Nelson Hayman (r); Joshua Hershman (r); Solomon Hood (r); James E. Horn (r); John H. P. Horn
(r); Elias D. Hughes (r); George F. Hughes (r).
Mark Little (r); Henry Lloyd (r); William Lloyd; Capt. Jacob May (r); Henry Pickens; Leslie Pickens
(r); Charles Parsons; Daniel W. Pringle; Isaiah Rhodes (r); Jacob Rhodes; Benjamin Ridenour (r);
Cpl. Marion Riley; Samuel F. Rogers; Cpl. William L. Sargeant (r); David Sayre; David R. Sayre;
Charles Shatto; Curtis Sherman (r); John M. Slaughter (r); William R. Slaughter (r); Daniel Smarr;

John W. Smarr (r); David Smith (r); Sgt. Jeremiah Smith: Stewart Smith; Alfred D. Stout (r);
Marcellus Stout (r); Vincent A. Stout (r); Elias Thomas: Lemuel C. Thomas (r): John Tolley (r);
John Unrue (r); William Vandine; Milo Webster; John M. Williamson; Sgt. Isaac N. Westfall.
Company K
The following men enrolled in Jackson County: James Buckbee (r); John Buckbee (r); James
Canter: Jonas Canter; Marion Cottrill; Stewart Donahew; John Gurlach (r); William H. Haydn;
Hezekiah Jackson; Isaac McKown (r); Hampton Miller (r); David Riffle (r); Sgt. Cyrus H. Rollins:
Cpl. John W. Rollins (r!; Cpl. Charles Shinn; Enoch Stewart (r); Samuel Thomas; Miles Webster.
(Note: A few men were transferred from one company to another. Their names will appear on
both lists.)
Since quite a few Jackson County men became prisoners of war and some of them died in these
prisons, it might be well to insert the following short paragraphs.
At the very outset of the war captured Rebel prisoners were released on parole, since there
was no place to confine them. The Confederacy housed its first captives, for lack of a better
place, in a tobacco warehouse in Richmond. In this improvised war, prison sites were hastily
selected and ill equipped. In the North, volunteer training camps, like Camp Douglas near
Chicago and other undesirable places, were pressed into service as prisons.
It took two years to work out a system of prisoner exchange between the Union and Confederacy. Under this arrangement all prisoners were to be discharged on parole and exchanged
at a strict ratio—general for general, private for private, or 60 privates for one general. Knotty
problems arose and the prisoner exchange system failed.
At the Andersonville stockade in Georgia the death rate rose from 300 to 3,000 per month
between March and August. 1864. The 26 acre plot, bisected by a dismal sluggish stream, held
nearly 32,000 Union prisoners.
(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Ninth West Virginia Infantry Casualties
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally printed in The Jackson Herald, July 15, 1977)

Note—this article is Part III of the series on the Ninth-lists casualties from Jackson County
1862
March—Died of measles at Guyandotte: Jacob Rhodes. Simeon T. Cook, William Vandine.
April 8—Died of pneumonia at Guyandotte: David Sayre.
August 11 —Matthew Carpenter died of wounds received at Gallipolis, Ohio.
November 30 — John McKown died in hospital at Gallipolis, Ohio. Cause unknown.
December 14—Henry Hill died from disease at Cumberland. Md.
1863
January 9—Robert Little discharged for disability at Winchester, Virginia.
March 10—William H. Parr died at Winchester, Va., of typhoid fever.
April 8—Jonathan Cumpston discharged for disability.
June 5—Marcellus Stout died in Clarksburg hospital.
Sept. 16—Charles Painter, captured at Fayettesville, W. Va. on July 1, he died a prisoner of war
at Andersonville, Georgia.
1864
May 9—At Cloyd's Mountain, Virginia, George Derenberger, wounded in action and taken
prisoner. He died at Andersonville, Georgia, August 28, 1864. Stephen P. Dodd, captured and
taken to Andersonville, Georgia, where he died on August 26, 1864. Sgt. Jermiah Smith,
captured and died in hands of enemy. Daniel S. Cumpston, killed in action. Daniel W. Pringle,
killed in action. Stewart Smith, wounded and a prisoner of war. James Buckbee, wounded and a
prisoner of war. Reuben Donahue, wounded and a prisoner of war. Isaac N. Westfall, captured
and a prisoner of war. William A. Chancey, severely wounded in side. Francis Blain, wounded-in
hospital at Wheeling, W. Va., Hiram Lyons, wounded. Thomas Sinclair, wounded, Cpl. Charles
Shinn, wounded. Francis Slaughter, wounded in hand. James Lester, missing in action, later
found.
June 17—At Lynchburg, Martin Bonnett, wounded in hand. Jonas Canter, shot through both
cheeks.
June 18—Hiram Mercer mustered out for disability.
July 10—Saniel Cumpston died of disease at Sandyhook, Maryland.

July 20—At Winchester, Virginia: Richard Greathouse died of wounds. Martin Casto severely
wounded. David D. Casto, wounded. Henry L. Casto, wounded. Curtis Sherman, wounded.
Henry Parsons, wounded in action at Carter's Farm, Virginia. Discharged on surgeon's
certificate.
July 25—Martin Douglas, died of wounds at Martinsburg, W. Va.
August 25—Elias Thomas, captured and prisoner of war.
August 26—Nerrick Lobdill, wounded at Halltown, Va.
September 3—William H. Giles, wounded at Berryville, Va.
September 19—At Winchester, Va.: Henry I. Hughes, wounded in leg, mustered out for
disability. George W. Rogers, wounded in hip. David Casto, wounded in action. Hiram Cobb,
wounded in thigh.
October 16—Francis Cumpston, mustered out for disability.
October 19—At Cedar Creek: David Riffle, wounded in action. John A. Harpold, wounded in
action. Reuben Donahue, wounded in action.
November 11—William A. Tolley accidentally killed at his home in Jackson County.
November 21—John Tolley killed in action at Cabletown, Virginia.
A Civil War Romance
On the occasion of the 64th wedding anniversary of Benjamin and Emeline (Smith) Ridenour,
the Herald-Advertiser of Huntington, W. Va., honored them with a special feature in their April
29, 1928 edition. I am indebted to Mrs. Ruth Arnett, of Birmingham. Alabama, for a photo copy
of this article. Mrs. Arnett is a granddaughter of the above couple.
I had previously heard my maternal grandmother, Mrs. William A. (Rosa Wedge) Carney, speak
of Rev. Ridenhour with great respect. He had been a longtime minister of the Hopewell Baptist
Church at Mt. Alto, West Virginia.
Mr. Ridenhour had enlisted in Company F of the Ninth West Virginia Infantry for a three year
term. His company had been mustered under the previously mentioned Captain O. G. Chase.
Following are the words of Mr. Ridenhour, then 83 years of age, as told to the feature writer of
the Huntington Herald-Advertiser in 1928:
"The first move was to Guyandotte...The regiment moved from Guyandotte to Kanawha Falls,
then to Meadow Bluff, near Lewisburg. These movements were overland, each man carrying
knapsack, canteen, ammunition and gun, a total weight of between 30 and 40 pounds.

He continued, "Then the regiment moved to Summerville and then back on what was known as
'Lightburn's Retreat.' "I came home to see my girl, Emeline Smith, later my wife," said Mr.
Ridenhour. "From Point Pleasant we went to Parkersburg by boat and then by train to the
Shenandoah Valley, then from place to place."
Mr. Ridenhour said that these movements included Buckhannon, Beverly, Romney and
Fayettesville—all in West Virginia.
He returned to the subject of his marriage. "I was home three months instead of one because I
could not get to my regiment. I went to Charleston one time, but had to return home. It was
during this stay at home I was married to Emeline Smith." (They were married on April 14,
1864).
"I joined my regiment at Martinsburg. W. Va. when this regiment was on a retreat from Stony
Gap, Maryland, where we hung a man for deserting. From there we went to Sandyhook,
Maryland, and then to Harper's Ferry. We had a battle while there and drove the enemy back,
this being in the Shenandoah Valley...another at Winchester and another at Newton, then fell
back to Fisher's Hill, where we had a big battle, and then to Cedar Creek, which was the biggest
battle of the war and the last one..."
Mr. Ridenhour concluded his remarks as follows: "Then we went to Staunton, Virginia, and
gathered up government property, and from there marched back to Cumberland, Maryland,
and there we got our discharges in July, 1865. Then we came back to Wheeling and got our pay,
mine being $552.50..."
Note—Actually the war was of no hindrance to marriages. There were about 250 of them
performed in Jackson County between the firing on Fort Sumter and the surrender at
Appomattox.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Neighbor Against Neighbor
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald July 22 and July 29, 1977)

It has often been said that in the Civil War neighbor was aligned against neighbor, friend against
friend and members of a family against other members of the same family. This was especially
true in border states of which West Virginia was one. It was true in Jackson County.
One of the better examples of this was illustrated by Daniel Frost and the Fitzhugh family of
Ravenswood. Daniel Frost, himself prominent and connected by marriage to the Rathbone and
VanWinkle families, was a strong supporter of the Union. The Fitzhughs, Virginia born and bred
and linked with prominent families there, were equally strong supporters of the Confederacy.
Daniel Frost lived on lot 3 where Sandy Creek enters the Ohio River. The Fitzhughs lived on
higher ground nearby. By day the smoke from the chimneys of one home could be seen by the
residents of the other. By night the lights in the home of one could be seen by occupants of the
other.
Daniel Frost and the Fitzhughs have been previously mentioned in these articles. The Fitzhughs
were collateral descendants of President George Washington. Mrs. Henrietta Fitzhugh, grandniece of General Washington, became heir to land in Ravenswood which had been owned by
him.
Daniel Frost came from a respected family. Born in 1822, in Virginia, he was the son of William
Frost. Before his twenty-first birthday he had purchased 215 acres on Hughes River, a branch of
the Little Kanawha River, the mouth of which is at Parkersburg. It was in Wood County that he
married Ellen Rathbone on July 13, 1843. She was the sixteen year old daughter of wealthy
William P. Rathbone, formerly of New York and New Jersey.
In 1840 Mr. Rathbone and his two sons, John Valleau and John Castelli ("Val" and "Cass") began
buying up land on the Little Kanawha River and the waters thereof. Engaged with them in the
same enterprise was a Parkersburg attorney, Peter VanWinkle, who was also a son-in-law of
William P. Rathbone.
The elder Rathbone, father-in-law of Daniel Frost, had formerly been an alderman in New York
city and subsequently a magistrate and judge of the Inferior Court of Probate and Common
Pleas in Bergen County. New Jersey.

The combined holdings of the Rathbones and Mr. VanWinkle exceeded 21,000 acres. Most of it
was in the part of Wood County that became Wirt.
By 1848 Daniel and Ellen (Rathbone) Frost were living at Ripley Landing in Jackson County. Mr.
Frost was operating a country store and a wharf boat. They were still living there in 1850 and
were the parents of two small sons. By 1860 they had a third son and two daughters.
In 1850 there were three Frost households in Ravenswood. They included William Frost, father
of Daniel, who was born in Virginia in 1790. Also living there were the three brothers of Daniel,
two with families and one unmarried. All were engaged in the mercantile business.
The Frosts had various business relationships with the Fitzhughs in the late 1840's and the early
1850's. Among them were lots purchased for places of business and for homes. In 1853, Henry
Fitzhugh, Etux, granted part of lot 32 to Amos K. Frost and others as trustees of the M.E.
Church, South. The following year, William P. Frost purchased a printing press, type, ink, paper
and equipment from the Cincinnati Type Foundry of Cincinnati, Ohio, for the sum of six hundred dollars. To secure the purchase money a deed of trust was made in which William P Frost
was party of the first part; Daniel Frost, Henry Fitzhugh, Sr., Henry Fitzhugh. Jr., A. P. Frost and
D. S. Moore were parties of the second part; and Theodoric Fitzhugh, trustee, party of the third
part. An insurance policy further secured the lenders in case of fire. The deed stated that "the
newspaper called the 'Virginia Chronicle' is now in said Frost's office in Ravenswood."
William P. Frost started the paper on Sept. 1, 1853, under the banner "The Virginia Chronicle."
It was the first newspaper in Jackson County. Frost operated and edited the paper until 1858
when he sold it to his brother, Daniel Frost. The latter served as owner and publisher of the
paper until 1862. It was destroyed by Confederate forces under Col. A. G. Jenkins.
For a time the name was changed to "The Ravenswood Chronicle". It was so listed by the
Kanawha Valley Star in 1858 and in 1860 the same newspaper stated that Daniel Frost was
proprietor of the "Ravenswood Chronicle." By 1861, it was again called "The Virginia Chronicle."
In the meantime Daniel had embarked on a political career. He served as delegate to the
Virginia Assembly in Richmond during the session of December 3, 1855 to March 9, 1856. He
again served in the Virginia Assembly from December 9, 1859 to April 2, 1860.
Daniel Frost was also active in the formation of the new state of West Virginia. On June 11,
1861, he was one of three delegates from Jackson County attending the second convention at

Wheeling. He served in this capacity until he became lieutenant colonel in the Eleventh West
Virginia Infantry. More men from Jackson County were in this regiment than in any other. John
C. "Cass" Rathbone. his brother-in-law was colonel in this military unit. Peter VanWinkle,
another brother-in-law of D. Frost was soon to become a United States Senator from West
Virginia.
It was to Colonel Daniel Frost that J. L. Armstrong and John H. Wetzel appealed for assistance at
the time of the Moccasin Rangers raid on Ripley.
In 1834, the Fitzhugh family moved to Charleston, (W) Va. from their ancestral acres near
Warren, Faquier County, Virginia. The father engaged in the manufacture of salt in the Kanawha
Valley. In 1840, they transferred their residence to Jackson County. The mother was the
daughter of Hon. Nicholas Fitzhugh, one of the judges appointed by President Jefferson for the
District of Columbia in 1804.
The death of Henry Fitzhugh, Sr., occurred in Ravenswood in 1855. His wife died there in 1879.
It may be recalled from a previous article that they were the founders of Ravenswood and built
the first church there.
While the family lived in Charleston, Nicholas Fitzhugh entered what is now Washington and
Lee University. He also attended Marietta College for three years. His brother, Henry Fitzhugh,
attended Mercer academy in Charleston. He also graduated from Marietta College. After
graduating in 1847, he commenced the study of law and received his license to practice in
1850, at Ravenswood. After his father's death, he moved to Charleston where he joined his
brother, Henry, who had been there for a decade.
Henry F. Fitzhugh became president of the Bank of Charleston. The institution became
prosperous and so continued until the civil war, when by arbitrary rule of General Wise, the
funds of the banks of Charleston were removed to Richmond and appropriated for public use.
Henry Fitzhugh joined the Confederate army in 1861 under General A. G. Jenkins. He was
soon appointed Lt. Colonel. I n 1864, he was sent to Europe by the government of the
Confederate states to negotiate funds and to establish a series of blockade runners. He was
captured while on his way to England and was returned to New York as a prisoner. Through the
influence of friends and "a little gold" he was released and soon after he reached London. At
this stage of the war there was little chance that England would do much for the cause of the
Confederacy. However, he became acquainted with Lord Palmerton, Thomas Carlysle and
others "who were exceedingly kind to him."

Major Nicholas Fitzhugh entered the Confederate service as a member of the Kanawha
Riflemen with the rank of lieutenant. In 1862, he was appointed adjutant of the Jenkins Cavalry
brigade and remained with them until their surrender at Appomattox. In 1847 he married
Martha Shrewsbury of Kanawha County. She was the granddaughter of Harriet Washington, the
niece and ward of General Washington. She died in 1875 and two years later he married her
sister.
Sarah Fitzhugh married Dr. John Cotton, member of a distinguished family of Marietta, Ohio.
They moved to Charleston. In the spring of 1863, she was arrested by the Federals when they
discovered Confederate mail in the Cotton residence. Their home was apparently used as an
underground post office. After six weeks she was released, through the personal intervention of
General E. P. Scammon. She had a family of small children. Dr. Cotton's brother was a
prominent officer in the Union army.
Theodoric Fitzhugh became a captain in Company E of the 36th Virginia Infantry, C.S.A. George
N. Fitzhugh, a fourth brother, served in the same unit.
Henrietta Fitzhugh Barre wrote an interesting and pertinent diary which covered the civil war
period between February 16, 1862 and August 20, 1863. This writer was fortunate to obtain a
copy of the diary at the Campus Martius Museum in Marietta, Ohio, soon after its publication in
1963. Henrietta made frequent mention of Colonel Frost and other military activities in the
Ravenswood area. Excerpts will be quoted at a later time.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Eleventh West Virginia Infantry Volunteers
by Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald August 5 & August 12, 1977)

(Note: All soldiers listed in this series of articles were from
Jackson County unless otherwise indicated.)
The organization of the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry Volunteers was begun as early as
December, 1861, but was not completed until September, 1862. Enlistments were for three
years service. At the end of this term some men re-enlisted. They were mustered out at
Richmond, Virginia, on June 17, 1865.
Colonel John "Cass" Rathbone, of Wirt County, was commissioned Lt. Colonel of this
organization on October 17, 1861. The following February he was promoted to colonel. He
served in this capacity until January, 1863, when he was honorably discharged as a result of his
management of troops when Albert G. Jenkins made his raid on Spencer. His brother-in-law, Lt.
Colonel Daniel Frost, succeeded him in office. Colonel Frost was a resident of Jackson County
and had been active in the organization of the regiment. Major William H. H. King, of Grant
district in Jackson County, served under him.
A total of 163 men from Jackson County served in the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry.
Company A was organized in Marshall County, (W) Virginia, as an independent scouting
company. It had been sent into the Little Kanawha Valley in the early fall of 1861. The name of
"snake hunters" was given to the group by their captain. By process of consolidation it was
annexed to the eleventh regiment.
Serving in this company from Jackson County were James Dudgeon who transferred to
Company F, James A. Riggs, and Bushrod T. Frost who transferred to Company E and became
2nd lieutenant. The latter was the son of Daniel Frost.
Company B was organized at Burning Springs, Wirt County. Men from Jackson County serving in
this unit were as follows:
James C. Alcorn, Daniel Bartlett, Granville Beverlin, Cpl. James L. Board, John Boice, Samuel
Bennett, Hiram Campbell, William Chancey, Daniel D. DePue, Sgt. Thomas B. Rand.

Company C was enrolled at Ravenswood between March 3, 1862 and December, 1863.
Seventh-six men from nearby counties in West Virginia enlisted there. The only enrollee that
can be identified as being from Jackson County was James L. Sheppard.
Company D mustered in at Ravenswood between June 30, 1862 and August 31, 1862. All of the
officers in this unit served some amount of time here. However, none of the officers from this
particular company appear to have been from Jackson County.
Company E Most officers and men were mustered into service at Ravenswood on August 28,
1862.
Company F was organized in Wirt County. Thirty of the ninety-five enrollees were mustered at
Ravenswood. The following men, born in Jackson County, enlisted in this company:
William H. Baker, Jacob Barnhart, Thomas J. Board, Jonathan Burdette, Lt. W. M. Curtis, Michael
Holbert, William R. Hopkins, Sgt. Ephriam McKown, Elihu Runnion, William Rowley, Thomas P.
Seaman, Bazil Wright, Henry Wright, Cpl. Lorenzo Wright.
(Note: Although born in Jackson County, some of these men lived in the part of Jackson County
that became Roane. Ephriam McKown moved to Roane County.)
Occasionally a company was detached for special duty. Company F was so detached from July 1,
1863 until August 22 of the same year. On July 3 and 4 they scouted in Roane C'ounty and
captured Captain George Duskey of the guerrilla army. They also captured "one other rebel
with three horses belonging to the Union men which they had stolen."
Company I This company was mustered June 16, 1862, at Ravenswood, (W) Virginia. The
following officers from Jackson County were in this company:
William H. H. King entered the service as a first lieutenant. By February 17, 1865, he had been
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.
Captain Dixon R. King mustered at Wheeling on November 11, 1861. He mustered out at the
end of three years service.
Uriah Lytle was commissioned 2nd lieutenant on May 31, 1862.
Samuel Barber mustered as a private and was promoted to sargeant on August 1, 1862. Two

years later, he was promoted to first sargeant and to captain when Dixon R. King resigned.
The following men from Jackson County served in Company I: Ezra D. Anderson, Cpl. Miles C.
Anderson, Cpl. James L. Barnhart, John Barnhart, Francis M. Boso, James Buckalew, Sgt. William
Buffington, Sgt. Joseph A. Byers, Marshall Calvert, Aaron Chevrount, Isaac M. Clem, Jackson
Clem, Isaac N. Cooper, Reuben Cooper, Elias A. Cottrill, Elijah W. Cottrill. Matthew Love
Crawford, George P. Derenberger, James Dudgeon. John Flinn, Azariah Foster, Lewis A. Gabbert.
John Hamilton, Martin V. Hammock, Hezekiah Jackson. Alexander Justice, Elijah Justice,
Winfield S. King, Elias Leathern, Matthew C. Leathern, Cpl. Andrew Lewis, James L. Matthews.
Franklin Mason, Sgt. James McKinley, Daniel D. Murphy, Henson Orem, M. A. Pinnell, H. Lloyd
Poling, Sgt. William B. Powers, Sgt. James M. Price, Cpl. Thomas B. Rankin, Henry P. Shockey,
William E. Silcott, Barnes Smith, Sgt. Dekalb Smith, Isaac Smith, James H. Smith, Joseph Smith,
Rudolph Staats, Theodore Staats, George Steele, Jervis Stoops, Thomas Swain, Cpl. Robert
Taylor, Jacob Warner, Andrew J. West, Robert N. West, Thomas West, James F. Wood, Samuel
Wood.
Company K Commissioned officers in this company were mustered in August 31, 1862, at
Ravenswood. The following officers were from Jackson County:
Captain Alfred Gilpin was commissioned February 23, 1862. He resigned June 10, 1863.
James W. Williamson was commissioned first lieutenant on August 20, 1862, and promoted to
captain when Gilpin resigned. He served as captain until March 20, 1865.
Newton Poling enlisted at Ravenswood on August 31, 1862, and was promoted to 2nd
lieutenant the following month. He was commissioned captain when Williamson resigned.
James D. W. Riley was promoted to sargeant on May 8, 1862, and to 2nd lieutenant when
Poling was promoted.
CASUALTIES
The men from Jackson County who served in the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry suffered many
casualties. They are here listed in chronological order. Also listed are the battles in which they
fought.
1862—Sept. 2, captured at Spencer and paroled by General Jenkins: Thomas J. Board, Thomas
P. Seaman, Elihu Runnion. Sept. 21. William H. Baker. A biography states that he was a prisoner

of war and sent to Andersonville, Georgia.
1863—Jan. 29, Alexander Justice (died in hospital at Sandyhook, Maryland). April 23, Martin V.
Hammock (died in hospital at Claryville, Maryland). May ?. Vincent H. Cooper (wounded in
action at Harrisville, W. Va.). Aug 23, Samuel Lockhart (died in Parkersburg hospital of typhoid
fever). Dec. ?, Theodore Staats (accidentally killed at Parkersburg).
1864—Jan. 29, Lewis A. Gabbert and Daniel D. Murphy (burned to death in barracks at
Ravenswood). April 24, Moses Parsons (drowned near Point Pleasant). May 9, at Cloyd's
Mountain, Virginia: Theodore K. Mahan (wounded in action, prisoner of war, died at Richmond), Capt. Dixon R. King (wounded in action), Sgt. Joseph A. Byers (wounded in action),
Alfred Deweese (wounded in action), Jno. McLaughlin (wounded in action). May 16, Henry P.
Shockey (mustered out of U. S. General Hospital). May 31, Elijah W. Cottrill (accidentally
wounded at Meadow Bluff).
June 19, at Lynchburg, Virginia: Thomas McPherson (killed in action). Robert H. Maxwell
(wounded in action, prisoner of war), Grosvenor C. Rowley (wounded in action, sent to
Allapolis. Maryland), Granville Beverlin (wounded in action, lost leg), James L. Matthews
(wounded in action).
July 19, at Snicker's Ferry, Virginia: Colonel Daniel Frost (shot in stomach and died the following
day), Van Bukey, who had helped organize the 11th Infantry, filled the vacancy created by the
death of Col. Frost. Sgt. William Buffington (wounded in action), Cpl. Thomas B. Rankin
(wounded in action), Josiah Blackburn (wounded in action). Aug. 24, Jabez Ball (died of disease
at Sandyhook, Maryland). Sept. 3, Cpl. Miles C. Anderson (wounded in action).
Sept. 19, Winchester, Virginia: Albert Park (wounded in action, died October 23, 1864), James C.
Alcorn (wounded in action), James Buckalew (wounded in action), Vincent H. Cooper (wounded
in action), Solomon Cross (wounded in action), Henry S. Deweese (wounded in action), Cpl.
Charles K. Gatchel (wounded in action), Cpl. Henry M. McBrien (wounded in action), Barzilla M.
Pringle (wounded in action), George Steele (wounded in action), Lyman T. Hall (missing in
action).
Sept. 22, Fisher's Hill, Virginia (two miles south of Strasburg): William G. Hickle (wounded in
action), Henry S. Deweese (wounded in action again).
October 19, Cedar Creek, Virginia. (Jackson Countians suffered more casualties in this
engagement than in any other battle of the Civil War.)

Nathan Shinn (killed in action), Isaac N. Clem (prisoner of war, died there), Jackson Clem
(wounded in action, died at Annapolis, Maryland), Isaac N. and Jackson Clem were brothers.
Jacob Balzer (prisoner of war at Richmond died there), Joseph Bibee (prisoner of war at Libby
prison, Richmond), Cpl. Richard Mahan (prisoner of war at Libby prison, Richmond), John Antill
(prisoner of war at Libby prison, Richmond), Hezekiah Jackson (prisoner of war at Libby prison,
Richmond), Wyatt Smith (prisoner of war at Libby prison, Richmond), John Rhodes (prisoner of
war at Libby prison, Richmond), Archibald Rowan (prisoner of war at Libby prison, Richmond),
Sgt. David Somerville (prisoner of war at Libby prison, Richmond), John Smith (prisoner of war
at Libby prison, Richmond), Captain Newton Poling (wounded in action), Lt. John W. King
(wounded in action), William E. Silcott (wounded in action), George Steele (wounded in action),
Andrew T. Lewis (wounded in action).
Nov. 11, William W. Rowley (died at home of accidental wounds).
Others: (Information incomplete). Hannibal Derenberger (died at Parkersburg in 1864), Nathan
Silcott (wounded in action, all), Thomas Shaver (died of typhoid fever at Chestnut Hill, Pa., Oct.
12, 186-).
General Robert E. Lee surrendered his Confederate forces to General Ulysses S. Grant at
Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. Men in the Eleventh West Virginia
Volunteer Infantry, who re-enlisted at the end of their three-year enlistment, were present at
the surrender.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Confederate Soldiers In Jackson County (Part 1)
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, August 19 and August 26, 1977)

There is far too much overlapping to tell the story of the Civil War in Jackson County as if each
event occurred chronologically.
A total of one hundred two (102) men from the county who served in the Confederacy have
been listed in previous articles. In the May 13,1977, issue of this series of articles Jackson
County men serving in the 22nd Virginia Infantry and the 36th Virginia Infantry were listed. In
the following article men from the county serving in Company C of the 10th Virginia Cavalry
were also named.
Inasmuch as other companies have been listed in their entirety the above 102 men will be listed
again in the company in which they served together with the men who joined at a later date.
Former Jackson County men who enrolled with the Kanawha Riflemen by July, 1861, were as
follows: Nicholas Fitzhugh, William C. Gillaspie, William L. Mahan and Henry W. Rand.
Enrolling in Company B of the 22nd Virginia Infantry were Captain William H. Lipscomb, 1st
lieutenants Jules H. Progler, James C. Johns and David McCoy who served in that office in the
order named and 2nd lieutenants Abram Park and Charles N. Austin. The officers and men
enrolled at Jackson Courthouse (Ripley).
The enlisted men in this company were as follows:
Adam C. Acree, Richard Ankrum, William R. Ankrum, Samuel Austin, Sgt. Benjamin Chase, Alfred
S. Coe, Carter T. Combs, William Crow, Oliver P. Evans, George Gillaspie, George Griffin, William
Griffin, Charles Hacklethorn, Alexander Hall, Otmer L. C. Hinesman, Augustus Hyre, Charles H.
Rhodes, Benjamin Rust, Joab Smith, Daniel Tenthary, James Webster, Joseph Wheeler.
Other Jackson County men enlisting in the 22nd Virginia Infantry, Company B, after July, 1861,
were as follows:
John M. Anderson, Osker J. Beckwith, John Bennett, Joseph Bibee, William Boggess, John
Stewart Brown, Charles Carter, Henry Carter, James Carter, John Carter, Isaac J. Casto, Henry

Chase, Jonathan Chase, Lawrence Chase, William Edgar Combs, Henry Crum, Martin Crum,
George Custer, William H. Davis (never paid), Joseph W. Dilwarth, Josiah Dilwarth, James Elliott,
Augustus Flowers, F.W.B. Hassler, Abijah Hunt, Henry F. Hunt (?), John Hunt, Perry A. Hyre,
William C. Knightstep, William Leachman, Joseph "French Joe" Legenore, William Parsons, Lewis
Perry, Charles W. Phelps, Benjamin Pickens, John P. Pickens, Adam ? Rader, Amos Riffle, William
H. Sims, William Southall, Edward Starcher, James Starcher, James W. Thomas, Ischam C.
Vandine.
Charles Carter, Henry Carter, James Carter and John Carter were the sons of John and Jane
(Boswell) Carter. No other family in Jackson County had this many members serving in one
company.
Perhaps it needs to be said again that Confederate records are incomplete. Some of them were
destroyed during the war and others were lost. Occasionally a biography, diary or some other
form of reliable information may be found to supplement the official record.
There were some conflicts in the records of a few soldiers.
CASUALTIES of the 22nd.
1861: June 1 - Charles Hacklethorn on leave of absence in Jackson County for one day and taken
prisoner.
August 20 (notes from the company record): "Left nearly half of our regiment at White Sulphur
Springs sick with measles and typhoid fever."
Charles Griffin, William Griffin, C. T. Combs and Charles H. Rhodes from Jackson County were in
the hospital at White Sulphur Springs. Joab Smith died there.
1862: January 2. - James A. Armstead appeared on the register of the CSA hospital at
Charlottesville, Virginia. Alexander Hall admitted there on same date with parotinitis. May 23 Sgt. Banjamin Chase who was captain briefly between Lipscomb and Johns killed at Lewisburg.
James C. Johns was captured soon after becoming captain.
John Stewart Brown was shot at the battle of Lewisburg. This caused a compound fracture of
the thigh. After being in the Confederate hospital for five months he came through to the
border near home. He was captured and taken to Camp Chase at Columbus, Ohio, and
remained there six months. After being paroled he returned home and engaged in buying

horses for the U. S. government.
Others at the battle of Lewisburg: Isaac J. Casto wounded and taken prisoner. Later sick. George
Gillaspie captured and sent to Vicksburg. William R. Ankrum captured and sent to Camp Chase.
Exchanged August 25.
Sept. 28 - John Carter arrested in Jackson County and sent to Camp Chase. He was transferred
to Camp Cairo, Illinois, where he apparently remained for the duration of the war.
October 11 - Joseph "French Joe" Legenore captured in Jackson County. Sent to Camp Chase
and exchanged October 27.
1863: January 2 - Alfred S. Coe taken prisoner in Jackson County by 11th Virginia Infantry. Sent
to Camp Chase. January 22 Joseph W. Dilwarth captured and arrested in Jackson County. Sent
to Camp Chase and then to Fort Delaware.
November 6 - John Bennett arrested in Pocahontas County by U. S. troops. Sent to Camp Chase
and then to Fort Delaware. He died there of measles on April 30, 1864.
1864: January 15 - Amos Riffle and James Elliott captured in Roane County by state troops. Sent
to Camp Chase and then to Fort Delaware. January 22 - Oscar J. Beckwith captured in Jackson
County by Captain King of the 11th W. Va. Infantry. Sent to Camp Chase and then to Fort
Delaware where he was later exchanged.
David McCoy captured and arrested while on furlough in Jackson County. Sent to Camp Chase
and later transferred to Fort Delaware. February 21 -Joseph Wheeler arrested in Clay County.
Sent to Camp Chase and then to Fort Delaware. March 19 - Henry Crum captured in Roane
County and sent to Camp Chase.
September 19 - The Battle of Winchester: Henry W. Rand captured. Richard Ankrum captured
and sent to Point Lookout, Maryland. John M. Anderson captured and sent to Point Lookout,
Maryland. Later exchanged. James A. Anderson captured and sent to Point Lookout, Maryland.
Osacar J. Beckwith captured (again) and sent to Point Lookout, Md. William Boggess captured
and sent to Point Lookout, Md. Lawrence Chase captured and sent to Point Lookout, Md.
William Edgar Combs captured. William Crow captured and sent to Fort Delaware. William
Parsons captured and later exchanged. James Starcher captured and sent to Point Lookout, Md.
November 30 - Edward Starcher in hospital wounded.
The organization of the 36th Virginia Infantry, also known as the 2nd Kanawha Regiment of

Virginia Infantry, was discussed in the May 13, 1977 issue of the Jackson Herald. This regiment
was in the Fourth Brigade, commanded by Colonel John McCausland.
Captain Franklin P. Turner enlisted twenty-seven Jackson County men at Jackson Court House
(Ripley) by July, 1861. Five other county men joined this unit at a later time.
Captain Turner was replaced by Theodoric Fitzhugh on October 1, 1862. The latter was replaced
by John Maguire of Wood County on September 5, 1863. William K. Park was Lieutenant
Adjutant.
Jackson County men enrolling in Company E of the 36th Virginia Infantry by July 1861, were as
follows: James Chevrount, Joseph Chevrount, Charles Davenport, Samuel J. C. Davenport,
Thomas T. Davenport, George N. Fitzhugh, Charles Goodwin, William J. Faver, William Grim,
Nathan J. Slaven, Hiram Monroe, Guy Allen McGee, Charles Maguire, William Clark, Lt. Matthias
B. Armstrong, Henry Smith. James H. Trotter, Charles W. Sayre, Ezra Sayre, Roland P. Slaven, H.
P. Slaven, William A. McGuire.
Enrolling in Company A at Buffalo, Putnam County: George Kessel, Levi Roush and Henry Clark.
Sgt. Charles Davenport was the father of Samuel and Thomas Davenport. Theodoric and
George Fitzhugh were brothers.
Roland P. and Nathan Slaven were brothers. Henry P. and William Slaven who served in the
19th Regiment of Virginia Cavalry were also their brothers. They were the sons of William
Slaven, born in 1798, whose service was refused in the 10th Regiment of Virginia Cavalry
because of his age. A. J. (John) Slaven who joined the 36th at a later date was probably a fifth
brother. William Slaven owned 2100 acres on Little Sandy.
Joining the 36th Virginia Infantry after July 1861 were the following: Charles Lesez, Henry J.
Lockhart, John Vannoy, A. J. Slaven, Joseph C. Hoff.
CASUALTIES
1861—June 16—George N. Fitzhugh was absent at roll call for a month because of illness. In
June, 1863, he was discharged as being over 35 years of age. There may be some confusion in
the record because it also states that he was on a list of prisoners paroled at Charleston in May,
1865.

June 30—Charles B. Goodwin-Absent. Sick in the hospital at Red Sulphur Springs, Monroe
County, Virginia, until December 31, 1861.
1862—Feb. 15—The Battle of Fort Donelson, near Murphreysboro. Nathan J. Slaven-severely
wounded, died. Ezra Sayre-killed. Hiram Monroe-severely wounded. Died the following day.
October 30—Charles Lesez was absent from roll call because he was sick. He was sent to his
home in Jackson County. He had enrolled in the 36th Virginia Infantry two months before.
After reaching home, it is said that he hid in a cave on his father's home on Turkey Fork. He was
captured by Lt. Poling in Jackson County on June 9, 1863 and sent to Camp Chase, Ohio, on July
2 of the same year. A year later he was transferred to Fort Delaware.
1863—February 8—John G. Smith died of disease at Princeton, Virginia. James H. Trotter died
of disease at a hospital near Princeton. (According to the 1860 census he was fifteen years old
when he enrolled for service).
1864—March 2—Roland P. Slaven-captured at Waynesboro. Released the following May.
Charles B. Goodwin-captured at Waynesboro.
April 30—William H. Harrison-absent sick in hospital at Pearisburg, Virginia.
June 5—William A. McGuire-wounded in action at Piedmont, Augusta County, Virginia. Died
three weeks later. Charles E. Maguire-— captured at Piedmont, Virginia. Exchanged the
following March.
1864—Sept. 19—At Winchester, Virginia. William H. Harrison-prisoner of war. Feb. 11, 1865
applied to take Oath of Allegiance. Henry P. Slaven-wounded in action. John Vannoy-wounded
in action. In January of the following year was transferred to the U. S. Hospital at Baltimore,
Maryland. Leg amputated above knee. Charles W. Sayre-prisoner of war. Sent to Point Lookout,
Md. Exchanged the following March. Guy Allen McGee-prisoner of war. Sent to Fort Delaware.
1865—Jan.—Levi Roush captured at Fisher's Hill. Henry P. Slaven wounded (again) at 2nd
Cuneston. Later captured at Beverly. Paroled.
Miscellaneous
Officers who became prisoners were sent to Fort Delaware, Delaware. The enlisted men were
sent to Point Lookout, Maryland.

Wages were sometimes deducted from pay as punishment for some offense.
Several men from Roane County served in the 36th Virginia Infantry, Company E. They enrolled
at Jackson Court House (Ripley).
Information received recently states that "Many captured Confederate records are now stored
in the National Archives." Persons wishing these records might write to the National Archives at
Washington, D.C.
Company G of the 10th Virginia Cavalry was first organized at Ripley in June and July of 1861
and mustered at Camp David on August 5. They were frequently called the Jackson Rangers of
the Wise Legion. (See article on May 20.)
Commissioned officers from Jackson County in this military unit were Captain Edward C. Pbelps,
Lt. Virgil S. Armstrong and Lt. William Knopp.
Captain Phelps served until the following May. At the end of his one year enlistment Lt.
Armstrong came home to help organize Company G of the 17th Virginia Cavalry. In. September,
1862, Lt. Knopp asked to be relieved of his duties because of impaired vision and hearing, his
age, and a large family in Jackson County with no one to provide for them. He had seven
children at home ranging in age from one year to fourteen years of age. Sgt. Wilson W. Parsons
also resigned at the end of the first year for the same purpose as Lt. Armstrong.
Company sergeants were Thomas E. Board and Robert E. Park. James Blake was a corporal.
The enlisted men in Company G of the 10th Virginia Cavalry were as follows: George Boggess,
Robert Boice, W. A. Burditt, Robert Conley, George Crow, Jacob Cumpston, Perry G. Evans, W.K.
Flesher, Martin V. Goodwin, John Green, John Hall, Joseph P. Harrison, Uriah Hatcher, M. E.
Hicks, Augustus Hyre, H. F. Knopp, James F. Leachman, James R. Mays, William McGinnis, James
McKown, W. B. McMahan, Lewis M. Parsons, H. C. Rollings, Hiram Romine, James Sheppard,
Henry P. Slaven, William Slaven, George W. Stewart.
Company D: Lt. Anthony Dilwarth and James K. P. Dilwarth.
At the end of their one year enlistment Cpl. James Blake and Henry P. Slaven transferred to the
36th Virginia Infantry. Others who did not re-enlist and enrolled in the 17th Virginia Cavalry
were Sgt. Thomas E. Board, James Dilwarth, John Hall, M. E. Hicks, James Sheppard and William

Slaven.

(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Confederate Soldiers of Jackson County
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, September 2 and September 9, 1977)

CASUALTIES of the 10th Virginia Infantry
1861-Fall-Perry G. Evans died of fever.
1862-January 30- Jacob Cumpston discharged. The cause was not stated.
July 4-Henry F. Knopp did not re-enlist at end of year's service. He received pay of 10 cents per
mile for 420 miles from Hanover Court House to Jackson County. W. K. Flesher discharged at
Hanover Court House because he was over 35 years of age. Travel allowance given.
August 17—George W. Stewart discharged at Hanover Court House when his term expired. He
was seventeen years of age when he enlisted.
August 29—George Crow, born in 1804, was discharged with a surgeon's certificate. He had
been wounded on January 1 and in a hospital at Lynchburg, Virginia, until April 30, with
multiple wounds.
September 30-Lt. William Knopp resigned. See above.
November 10-Anthony Dilwarth arrested in Roane County by 3rd W. Va. Cavalry. Three weeks
later he was transferred to Camp Chase, Ohio. Still later, he was transferred to the military
prison at Cairo, Illinois.
1863-March-April-Lewis M. Parsons sick in hospital at Essex, Virginia.
July 3-10th Virginia Cavalry at Gettysburg, Pa. No casualtites listed.
October 21—John Green arrested in Jackson County by U. S. troops. He had been
commissioned by the Confederacy to "acquire" horses. The following January he was
transferred to Rock Island Barracks in Illinois.
November 25-William McGinnis admitted to hospital. He had been kicked by a horse. ??Strother Hartley killed at Petersburg.

NOTE: These records were incomplete as many Confederate records were.
Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers who served from the State of Virginia may be
found on Microcopy 324 at the state archives in Charleston, W. Va. The 10th Virginia Cavalry is
on film rolls 101-109. The 17th Virginia Cavalry is on film rolls 149-154. The 22nd Virginia
Infantry is found on film rolls 647-654. The 36th Virginia Infantry is found on rolls 821-831.
Some Jackson County men enrolled in other companies. These records are scattered through
companies other than the four above. They may be found by consulting the index of Microcopy
324.
Some other men listed in biographies, diaries, obituaries, etc. are as follows: Lenox C.
Armstrong (Company F, 30 Batt'n. Sharpshooters), G. P. Blankenship (60th Virginia Cavalry),
Thomas H. Cook (26th Va. Cavalry); John Deaton (21st Virginia Battallion).
George Fleming, Henry Fleming, Will Fleming, James S. Golden, J. W. Greenleaf, Dr. Barzilla M.
Hoyt (45th Regiment of Infantry), W. L. Johns, M. J. Kester, Robert Mate.
John McCroskey (24th ? Virginia Infantry), J. T. McKay, Irvin McPherson (26th Virginia Battery),
R.E. Parrish and W.E.Parrish (19th Virginia Cavalry), Adam S. Rader, Isaac Rader, Joseph Rader,
William Allen Rader (30th Virginia Battallion), I. R. Spears (Light Artillery).
R. C. Waskey (52nd Virginia Infantry), Basil Wells, Hazan Wells and John Wells.
Some of the above attended reunions of the Blue and Grey and were listed as being in
attendance.
From information given by historian Virgil A. Lewis, we learn that General John H. Oley,
stationed at Charleston as commander of the Kanawha Military District, stated that more than
5,000 Confederates were paroled there at the end of the Civil War. The district included twenty
West Virginia counties. Mr. Lewis concluded ..."that by a conservative
estimate the number of West Virginians in the Confederate service would approximate seven
thousand."
It has been estimated by reliable historical authorities that there were about 32,000 West
Virginians in the Union service.

This is the final listing of men from Jackson County who served in the Confederate army.
Company G of the 17th Virginia Cavalry was mustered into service at Grass Lick, Jackson
County, West Virginia, on October 1, 1862. Captain Ferdinand F. Smith, born in Jackson County
in 1840, was the enrolling officer. Lt. Virgil S. Armstrong, formerly of Company G, 10th Virginia
Cavalry, became captain of the company when Captain Smith was promoted to major the
following January.
The enlistment period for this company was for three years or the duration of the war whichever was longest.
Wilson W. Parsons, also previously serving in Company G. 10th Virginia Cavalry, became captain
of Company H, 17th Virginia Cavalry. Five other Jackson County men served in this unit.
Company H was organized at Sissonville on October 10, 1862.
The records of the 17th cavalry are incomplete. It is possible that they fell into the hands of the
enemy and were destroyed. The statement on some records were not clear and, in a few
instances, contradictory. As the Confederate soldiers did not receive pensions there was less
need to find the complete records of individual soldiers.
In addition to the two officers previously mentioned, the following Jackson County men
enrolled in Company G:
Commissioned officers: Absalom Casto, George ti. Casto, John C. Long. Addison A. Smith and W.
K. Park.
Non-commissioned officers were Charles Austin, Martin V. Bowles, James Casto, Seldon
Hutchinson, John A. Mclntosh, George W. Armstrong, C. E. Greenleaf and James Bush.
The enlisted men were as follows:
Benjamin Coleman, Marsun Davis, James K. Dilwarth, John Hall, Josiah Harrison. J. N. B. Hickle,
Milton W. Hicks, Joseph Brooks Kessel, George W. Knopp, E. D. Lowther Jonah W. Lawson,
Henry C Middleton, Sylvester Miller, Albert G. Park, William Park, Allen Parsons, William
Parsons, Abram Price, Benjamin Price, J. C. Rhodes. John Romine, James Sheppard, William
Slaven, Charles Stout, Henry Stout, Samuel Tanner, Eli Young.
Company H: Joseph Hammond, Thomas Board, Benjamin Parsons, William Davis, George

Parsons. (Note: There was more than one George Parsons living in Jackson County in 1860).
Company B: James Fisher, Samuel Fisher, Charle Prickett, Smith Romine, Samuel Somerville.
Lt. Addison A. Smith wrote a diary which covered part of his experiences in Company G. It was
reprinted in the quarterly magazine of the Jackson County Historical Society. Delmar Hite is the
editor. It includes the following additional names: Allen Alexander, Harry Board, Henry Board,
Van Board, John Euel, Perry G. Evans, Perry Hyre, Robert Waybright, Jim Lewis Waybright, John
F. Young, William Johns.
Lt. A. A. Smith was the brother of Major F. F. Smith. They were the sons of George W. and Ann
Staats Smith. The father died in 1859 leaving a comfortable estate. He also left his widow with
five sons and three daughters ranging in ages from two to twenty years of age.
The above sixty Jackson County men left the Kanawha Valley with General Albert G Jenkins on
October 31, 1862. Major General Jenkins had been at Ripley on September 1 and at
Ravenswood on the following day where some of the officers dined with the Fitzhugh widow
and two daughters.
Jenkins and his men patrolled Nicholas, Greenbrier and Pocahontas counties in the late fall. In
December he and his troops returned to the Shenandoah Valley.
In the retreat from the Kanawha Valley, twenty-eight men were cut off from the main forces.
Five of them were from Jackson County. Although they were said to have reached their
regiment several days later, their names did not appear on the muster rolls during the first four
months of 1863.
HORSES
There could be no cavalry without horses. Many soldiers furnished their own horses, saddles,
blankets and bridles. Their average value at the time was $90 and the average value of
equipment was $7.25.
Some Jackson County men were assigned to take horses to North Carolina during the winter
months of 1863 and 1864. Among them were Sgt. George W. Armstrong, Sgt. Charles E.
Greenleaf, Cpl. Alfred E. Coe, J. N. B. Hickle, Charles Stout and Thomas J. Board.
From time to time the men of the 17th Virginia Cavalry reported that they were without a

horse. Some of these men were James Bush, J. B. Kessel. George W. Knopp, Allen J. Parsons,
Benjamin Parsons, Charles Prickett and Henry Stout.
Broken-down horses were segregated and given special attention by soldiers assigned to the
task.
William McGinnis, Jackson County, belonged to Company G of the 10th Virginia Cavalry. He was
a blacksmith. In November, 1863, he was kicked by a horse and injured so severely that he was
admitted to a hospital. John Hall was a teamster in the same unit.
In the totally mechanized army of today it may be difficult to recall the vital importance of
horses a century ago.
CASUALTIES
1862
November 7 Sgt. Seldon Hutchinson was captured in Nicholas County, W. Va. He was confined
in prison and later taken to Wheeling and later to Camp Chase, Ohio. On December 2 he was
taken to Cairo. Illinois, for further imprisonment.
1863
Jan.-Feb. Benjamin Coleman absent on furlough. He was made a prisoner of war the time and
place not stated. On May 12, 1865 he was given a parole of honor.
June 10- Absalom H.I Casio's foot was amputated. He appears to have been on a furlough from
August 31, 1863 to October 31, 1864. Sometime afterward he was made a prisoner of war.
June 21- W. K. Park was wounded and sick in a hospital at Lynchburg. Virginia.
July 2— Sgt. Martin V. Bowles captured and imprisoned at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
July 3—Thomas Board wounded at Gettysburg.
July 10—Cpl. Albert G. Park captured at Frederick, Maryland. He died in a U.S. hospital five days
later.

July 10—James K. Dilwarth was also captured at Frederick, Maryland.
November 12 — Charles Prickett was captured at Front Royal, Virginia. He was taken to Point
Lookout, Maryland, where he was a prisoner of war. On May 14, 1865, he was released.
Transportation was ordered to Belleville, W. Va.
1864
June 10—Captain Wilson W. Parsons was captured in Augusta County, Virginia. He was sent to
Wheeling. W. Va., then to Camp Chase, Ohio. From the latter place he was transferred to Point
Lookout, Maryland, On April 22, 1865, he took the Oath of Amnesty and was discharged from
the service.
(Note: All Confederate soldiers were required to take the Amnesty Oath before being released
from the service. By this act they swore to uphold the government of the United States and not
to do anything that would harm it.)
June 14—George Parsons killed at Lynchburg.
July 8—Lt. George B. Casto captured at Frederick, Maryland. He was placed in prison at Fort
Delaware, Delaware. He was exchanged the following October.
July 9—George W. Knopp wounded and left in hands of the enemy at Monocacy, Virginia. He
was transferred to a Baltimore hospital. A minnie ball had punctured his chest. He was released
from Fort McHenry, Maryland, on June 10, 1865.
September 9—Major F. F. Smith was killed in action at Urbana, Maryland. Alfred E. Coe was
wounded at the same time and place and taken to a hospital at Lynchburg, Virginia.
1865
March—E. D. Lowther was captured at Moorefield, Virginia. He was first imprisoned at Camp
Chase, Ohio, and later taken to Point Lookout, Maryland.
May 5—W. K. Park died. He was buried at Salisbury, North Carolina.
The dates are not clearly indicated for the following four individuals:

—John Romine arrested in Jackson County by Lt. (Uriah Little). October 31, 1864 to December
31, 1864. Charles Stout a prisoner of war. He was also reported as being wounded.
— Henry Stout absent wounded. He was also a prisoner of war. He was paroled at Lewisburg,
W. Va. in May, 1865.
—Milton W. Hicks was in a Richmond hospital for forty days after which he was released.
APPOMATTOX COURT HOUSE
On April 9, 1865, the 17th Virginia Cavalry was at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, when
General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant. The 22nd Virginia Infantry, with several
men serving from Jackson County, was there also. From the opposing forces was the Eleventh
West Virginia Infantry. All were released in the weeks ahead to return home where they
became neighbors again.

Union Cavalrymen From Jackson County
by Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald September 16, 1977)

Jackson County men enrolled in the THIRD REGIMENT WEST VIRGINIA VOLUNTEER CAVALRY
were as follows:
Company E: Thomas Morris who came to Jackson County after the Civil War.
Company F: Warren Mason and John Green.
Company G: William F. Faber, Emsey Fisher, Samuel Fisher, Jackson Games, Joseph Games,
Allen N. Arsons, John Parsons.
Company H: This company vas mustered into service of the United States November 26, 1862,
at Parkersburg, West Virginia. It was made subject to the orders of Colonel Daniel Frost, 11lth
West Virginia Infantry. From the time of muster it was engaged in scouting in the counties of
Braxton, Calhoun, Clay, Gilmer, Webster, Wirt and Wood.
Jackson County men enrolled in Company H of the Third Regiment West Virginia Volunteer
Cavalry were as follows:
Captain William H. Flesher, who was promoted to 2nd lieutenant September 2, 1862; to 1st
lieutenant December 20, 1862 and to captain ten weeks later.
Aaron W. Davis, born in 1828, was listed in the 1860 census as being a physician, enrolled at
Pond Creek on November 21, 1862. He mustered at Parkersburg on November 26, 1862 and the
following month was promoted to 1st Sergeant. On February 4, 1863 he was elected 1st
lieutenant of his company. He was discharged at Wheeling, W. Va. as assistant surgeon.
Enlisted men from the county were as follows: Andrew J. Adams, Augustus Casto, Jacob Casto,
Sgt. James M. Casto, Abraham Gorrell, Stephen Gorrell, Thomas Gorrell, Mahlon McClain, Allen
T. McMurray, Sgt. Andrew Moffitt, Elias Thomas, Aaron Watson, Jeremiah Gorrell.
Sgt. James M. Gorrell was the regimental blacksmith. The four Gorrells were the sons of Moses
and Margaret Gorrell. The latter was a widow in 1860. Although serving in the same company,
the Gorrell brothers enrolled at different times between February 11, 1863 and September 4,
1864.

FOURTH REGIMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY
Company B: William T. Hutchinson and Edgar McCra.
Company E: Elijah Derenberger.
Company F: Captain James A. Smith was 23 years old when he enrolled on August 29, 1863.
Three months later he was promoted to major and transferred to field and staff.
He was the son of Nehemiah and Rachel Wetzel Smith. The father was a prominent Ripley
merchant and was the first representative to the Virginia Assembly from Jackson County.
Others serving in the Fourth: Vicknell Anderson, Sgt. Elijah Baker, James M. Barnes, Sgt. James
H. Boyd, Sgt. George Brownell, Finley Chalfant, Sgt. James M. Chevrount, Cpl. Jasper Clem,
Columbus Deweese, Scott Deweese, William M. Donahue, Henry J. Hawk, David A. Hughes,
James S. Hughes, Joseph Lloyd, Nehemiah Lloyd, Sgt. Monroe Miller, William Oshe, Elias Palmer,
Phillip Shatto, Sgt. George W. Staats, Philotus Stanley, Cpl. Samuel Summerville, Sgt. Mark
Starcher, Jacob Wetzel, Thomas Wetzel, Taylor Woodyard.
Company G: Cpl. Isaac McKowan.
Company K: Benjamin Staats and John W. Kind.

FIFTH REGIMENT WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY
Company F: Henry Camden Flesher, age 24, enrolled June 28, 1861, at Wheeling, West Virginia.
He was transferred to Company F and promoted to captain May 20, 1862. In, November of the
same year he was promoted to major. He resigned the following January.
Major Flesher kept a diary of his activities between March 14, 1862, and December 2, 1862. Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Thomas, Ripley, own the diary. Mr. Thomas is a descendant of Major Flesher. In
1972, Mrs. Thomas kindly loaned the diary to the writer. There was no information in the diary
pertaining to military movement of the Fifth Cavalry which would aid the enemy if the book
were lost and found by the enemy. It does give a vivid description of the everyday life of the
soldier and the discomforts and inconveniences of war.
SIXTH REGIMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY
The Sixth Regiment included the following Jackson County men: Barnett Painter, George W.
Price, Isaac N. Ray, James Redman.
SEVENTH WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS
This Regiment was organized in the Great Kanawha Valley, in the autumn of 1861, as the Eighth
Regiment Infantry Volunteers; and it continued to serve as such, up until June 13, 1863 when it
was ordered to Bridgeport, in Harrison County, where it was mounted and drilled as "Mounted
Infantry." As such it was known until January 27, 1864, when by order of the War Department,
its designation was changed to that of the Seventh Regiment of Cavalry. Its non-veterans were
mustered out of service in 1864, as their terms expired; but its re-enlisted men—nearly 200 in
number—together with an addition of 250 recruits sent to them, continued the regiments
organization until it was mustered out of service at Charleston, West Virginia, August 1,
1865.
Company A: Charles Anderson, William P. Britwell, Francis Compston, George W. Fisher,
Martin Fisher, Abner Harrison, 2nd Lt. Reuben Harrison, William F. Lathem, Barnett
Painter, George W. Price, William W. Priddy, Issac M. Ray, James Redman, Lt. James Reed.
Company C: Lewis A. Burdette, John M. Gray, John A. Thaxton.
Company D: (Companies D and G were at the Battle of Gettysburg). Andrew^ H. Boone,

John M. Clifford, Gideon Fisher, Edward G. Gardner, John Garnes, Nathan C. Hill, Millard F.
Riley, Lafayette Sayre, Matthew Silkett.
Company E: Sgt. George N. Casto, Jacob H. Casto, James M. Casto, Nicholas Casto, Joel
Cunningham, Nathan Cunningham, George W. Harrison, Henderson Harrison, Benjamin F.
Keffers, Alexander McDade, Edward McDade, George McDade, Jackson McDade, John
Plummer McGrew, Joseph N. Ray, Peter Rhodes, Wm. W. or N. W. Riley, Wirt Riley.
Company F: Noah M. Comer, William H. Crites, James H. Garrett, Elben Koontz,
Barkley Miller, Elias Farmer, Isaiah Raredon, George W. Rawlings, Calvin W. Rowley,
Samuel Somerville, Jacob Wetzel, Lewis Wetzel, Matthew Whiting, Sgt. John W. Wolfe.
Company G: Christopher Deweese, Winifield Deweese, George Jenkins, James T. Jenkins,
John H. Mahan.
Company H: James Cotton, William A. Harper, Stephen Harper.
Company K: Francis M. Click, Peter C. Click, Nehemiah S. Lloyd, David Parsons.
Company M: Wilson Fisher, Joseph B. Games, William H. Painter, Samuel H. Zinn.

Thirteenth Regiment Infantry Volunteers
by Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald September 23, 1977 )

The Thirteenth Regiment of Infantry Volunteers was organized with eight companies at Point
Pleasant, Mason County, (W) Virginia, on October 10, 1862. They enrolled for three years and
were mustered out of service on June 22, 1865.
William R. Brown was colonel of the regiment and James R. Hall was lieutenant colonel. Neither
of these officers were from Jackson County.
In May, 1863, the regiment was placed in the brigade of Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes for about
eighteen months or until November, 1864.
Rutherford B. Hayes (1822-1893) earned the respect and affection of the men who served
under him. He distinguished himself for gallantry at the second battle of Winchester, at Fisher's
Hill and Cedar Creek, all in Virginia. He was elected to Congress while still fighting with the
northern forces. From 1877 to 1881 he was president of the United States.
In July 1863, the Thirteenth Regiment of Infantry Volunteers, with many other military units,
were in pursuit of John Morgan. This story will be told soon.
Jackson County men serving in this military organization were as follows:
Company A
John Bishop, Cpl. John Wesley Good, William W. Riley.
Company B
Enoch Casto, Mason Casto, William T. Deweese, Nehemiah S. Shinn, George Stewart.
Company C
James Parsons, Mark Sayre. Lemuel C. Harpold, born in 1826, was commissioned as a 1st
lieutenant on September 12, 1862. On September 25, 1863, he was promoted to captain. He
became a major on March 10, 1865. Born and raised in Mason County, he came to Jackson
County in the latter years of his life.
Company D
Julius Hatcher, John C. Kimes, Sgt. James W. Swain, Norman Swain, John Taylor, Benjamin

Watkins, Sgt. Abraham Wolfe, Sgt. Major Henry Shearman (Sherman).
Company G
Adam J. Brannon, Jacob Casto, Isaac Casto, Thomas W. Flowers, Sgt. Hugh J. Greer, Oscar N.
Greer, James W. Null, Enoch Stanley, Cpl. Elisha Stewart, Thomas W. Wise.
Company I
John J. White.
Company K
David Casto, Edward Casto, Sgt. George Casto, Job K. Casto, Jonathan H. Casto, Wilson C. Casto,
Leonard Green, Charles Green, Newton Greer, Jeremiah Harrison, Thomas Harrison, Elijah Hill,
Andrew J. Hunter, Henry C. Hunter, Asa Jones, Abraham Kessel, John R. Monday, Elmore Raines,
Joseph Raines, Benjamin Rhodes, Archibald Skidmore, David S. Slaughter, Michael Snider, Cpl.
Clark Westfall, Cpl. Abraham Wolfe.
CASUALTIES
July 24, 1864 at Winchester, Virginia: Thomas W. Wise wounded in action. Died the following
month at Sandyhook, Maryland. Cpl. Abraham Wolfe severely wounded. Jeremiah Harrison
wounded in action. Later discharged on surgeon's certificate. Wilson C. Casto-captured and
prisoner of war at time of muster-out. Job K. Casto and Michael Snider wounded in action.
At Berryville, Virginia on August 20, 1864: Elijah Hill made prisoner of war. Died in prison at
Salisbury, North Carolina on December 16, 1864.
September 23, 1864 at Winchester, Virginia-Jonathan H. Casto wounded in action. Discharged
June 13, 1865 at Satterlee's U. S. Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
October 19, 1864 at Cedar Creek, Virginia: James Parsons killed in action, Newton W. Greer
wounded in action. Benjamin Rhodes died of wounds received.
Discharges from U. S. hospitals: At Gallipolis, Ohio: Edward Casto on May 25, 1865; Andrew J.
Hunter on December 26, 1864. At Baltimore, Md.: William W. Riley on June 1, 1865 (Jarvis
Hospital). At Cumberland, Md.; Thomas W. Flowers on June 7, 1865.
This is the final listing of Jackson County soldiers in the Civil War.
(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Union Soldiers vs Guerrillas
by Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, September 20, 1977)

The story of the Moccassin Rangers' robbery of the Ripley post office in December, 1861, has been told. Guerrilla
activity continued to exist elsewhere throughout central West Virginia.
Between May 8 and May 21, 1861, Major Benjamin N. Skinner of the Ninth Regiment of West Virginia Infantry
conducted a scout in search of guerrillas in Roane and Clay counties. Jackson County men served in companies A, B,
C, D and F of the Ninth Infantry. Company F was enrolled February 22, 1862, at the mouth of Mill Creek in this
county.
Major Skinner and his men left camp on Elk River on May 8. They marched 64 miles in three days to reach Spencer.
They rested there from Saturday, 4 p.m., until Monday morning. By this time Major Skinner had learned of the
changed location of the guerrillas. He left 75 of his men to guard Spencer and took 75 men with him to Burning
Springs on the Little Kanawha River. He was accompanied by 40 men under Lieutenant Bukey of the Eleventh (W)
Virginia Infantry.
At Burning Springs Major Skinner found General Ben F. Kelly and Col. J. C. Rathbone. General Kelly had under his
command the famous Ringgold Cavalry and about 300 infantrymen.
Leaving one company of his men at Burning Springs, Major Skinner received the consent of General Kelly to continue
his attempt to flush out some of the guerrillas or rangers as they were also known. During this attempt there was a
skirmish and four of the enemy were captured. Major Skinner and his men returned to Spencer on the 16th where
they were under the command of Colonel Rathbone. The latter had refused to give Major Skinner an order from
Colonel A. J. Lightburn who was then in command of the Kanawha Valley. He belatedly gave the order to him on May
21st.
In the meantime General Kelly left Spencer on Friday, May 16. The following evening three guerrillas came into
Spencer under a flag of truce. They claimed that they had been requested to do so by a representative of General
Kelly. Colonel Rathbone entered into an agreement with the guerrillas by which fighting would cease on both sides
for a period of eight days. Some guerrillas were allowed to go home to visit their families. After the eight days the
guerrillas, or rangers, agreed to give themselves up and all of them became prisoners of war or to take themselves
out of the country and join the rebel army. They had a military escort out of Spencer.
HENRIETTA FITZHUGH BARR'S DIARY
In the summer of 1861, Henrietta Barr was living in the household of her seventy-one year old mother. Also living
there was her spinster sister, Ann. One sister was married and living in Louisville, Kentucky. Another sister was
married and living in Charleston. Four brothers had joined the Confederate service. Her father, a brother and her only
child were dead.
Union soldiers were stationed in Ravenswood throughout the time covered by her diary which was an eighteen
month period beginning on February 16, 1862. Her diary, as most diaries do, expressed opinions and actions that she

would not have wished to be broadcast to many of those around her. She had nothing good to say about Union
sympathizers. She described the Union men as "Lincoln hirelings" and "bloodthirsty abolitionists." The drum and fife
of the opposition offered no pleasant sounds to her ear. Henrietta said they were in "constant discord."
During their various military activities both northern and southern soldiers frequently lived off the land. Private
citizens everywhere found it necessary to hide their food, their livestock and other valuable belongings.
Mrs. Barr, in 1862, had this to say about Union soldiers stationed at Ravenswood at the time: "Several of them have
been in our poultry yard. Our eggs are missing, I expect the hens will be next." At a later time she wrote: "As I
anticipated the places where our onions and lettuce grew are now barren." There were many other comments of this
nature.
Furthermore, the ladies of the Fitzhugh household were often ordered to cook meals for the Union men. This was
without notice and without pay for their services. (Confederate soldiers did the same thing elsewhere).
"We have lost all sense of security when we have these lawless cavalry men in our midst." The compiler of this 27
page diary said that the cavalrymen she mentioned were from the 4th W. Va. Cavalry. More frequently she
mentioned Lt. Colonel Frost and his officers of the 11th West Virginia Infantry.
On Sunday, June 29th, 1862, she wrote in her diary: "This day a year ago my dear brothers were forced to leave their
home."
Actually this last statement was not accurate. Her four brothers had voluntarily enlisted in the Confederate service on
May 8 and June 16, 1861.
The spunky Henrietta had much more to say and she said it forcefully.
She further confided to her diary: "Friday, July 14th: Formerly the anniversary of American Independence. The Union
Sunday School assisted by the abolition friends are having a picnic, speeches, etc. in the woods. Just as Lieut. Col.
(Daniel) Frost was in the midst of his speech he was interrupted by the intelligence that the Moccassins are killing all
our men at Spencer, whereupon the valiant Dan immediately mounted his steed and at the head of a party of cavalry,
all 'armed and equipped' proceeded to route the aforesaid moccassins and guerrillas...The days of the Moccassins are
numbered. I hear that the picnic turned out (as such affairs usually do) stale, flat and postponed..."
The following day she wrote more: "Anne and I went to clean the church this morning. Soon after the cavalry, infantry, baggage wagons, etc., like little Bo-Peep all came home. I have not heard of the success of the
undertaking...On our return from Robert Park's we heard that the chivalrous Lieut. Col. (Daniel Frost) had burned six
houses thus rendering six families of secession sympathizers homeless..."
This last statement was true. On July 6th Lt. Colonel Frost posted a letter to the governor from Ravenswood. In it he
told of George Downs, William Harris, Seth Rodgers, Newton Ratcliff and James Morgan-all bushwackers — being
arrested by a captain of the Eleventh (W) Virginia Regiment.
Lt. Colonel Frost sent out squad of men with orders to burn the houses of Hugh Kyger, Noah Tanner, Henry Sheppard,
Abel V. Scyoc, Joseph Smith and Patton Corder. This order was carried out.
During some skirmishing one man was killed and another wounded. The outnumbered Confederate sympathizers

retreated.
Lt. Col. Frost continued in his letter: "On my return. I ordered the men to drive in the stock of Henry Sheppard, and
now have a valuable lot of cattle, which I presume will be turned over to the U. S. marshal."
He concluded his letter by saying: "You will see by my communication that I have adopted a rigid policy in my
treatment of the bushwackers; a less stringent one will not do. The enemy was daily increasing in strength in the river
counties, and are growing more and more insolent. I hope my course will meet the approbation, or, at least, will
encounter no opposition. It has the sanction of the Union element here, and all who are acquainted with the
condition of things in the counties of Roane, Jackson and Calhoun concur with me that as the disease is desperate the
remedy must also be desperate."
Guerrilliasm in Western Virginia was far from finished. On October 27, 1862, Brigadier General R. H. Milroy wrote a
letter to the governor proposing a plan which would rid them of this problem.
The Civil War in Jackson County has been discussed since April 8 in a total of twenty-five articles.
The few remaining articles will be concerned with two military marches through Jackson County, the resignation of
Colonel Rathbone, a civil war song by a onetime Jackson countian, a raid that did not have the planned results, a
proclamation by the president of the United States and two eloquent speeches.
(Reprinted courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Confederate March Reaches Ripley
By:

Corinne Staats Fisher

(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, October 7, 1977)

Brigadier General Jacob D. Cox dislodged General Wise from the Kanawha Valley on July 24, 1861, and assumed
command of the Valley. (See Article No. 21, July 10, 1977).
Elsewhere the Union armies had suffered defeats in July and August of 1862. The nation's capitol was threatened.
General Cox was withdrawn from the Kanawha Valley with all the troops that could be spared to re-enforce the
defenses against Washington. Cox took with him about 10,000 men and arrived in time to participate in the battles of
South Mountain and Antietam.
On August 17, 1862, General Jacob D. Cox ordered Colonel A. J. Lightburn to assume command of the Kanawha Valley.
He would have less than 5,000 men to command.
The Union forces remaining, under Colonel Lightburn were the 4th, 8th and 9th West Virginia Infantry, the 34th, 37th,
44th and 47th Ohio Infantry, and the 2nd West Virginia Cavalry. They had eight mounted howitzers, three rifled and
three smooth-born field pieces of artillery.
Jackson County had 60 men serving in the Fourth West Virginia Infantry and 163 men serving in the Ninth West Virginia
Infantry. Two companies of the Ninth West Virginia Infantry were at Summersville at the time of the Lightburn
takeover. The remainder of the Ninth and Fourth were stationed at various points from Gauley Bridge to Charleston.
Early in September 1862, Confederate General W. W. Loring was approaching the Kanawha Valley with an army
estimated at from 8,000 to 10,000 men.
A diversionary tactic was planned to cover the advance of General Loring's army down the Kanawha and to create
confusion in the Union rear. On August 24, 1862, General Albert G. Jenkins' small Confederate cavalry brigade
consisting of something over 500 men, left Salt Sulphur Springs in Monroe County.
General Jenkins, a former United States Congressman, and his cavalrymen passed through Greenbrier and Pocahontas
counties and crossed Valley Mountain to the headwaters of the Tygart River. He had originally planned to attack
Beverly but abandoned those plans when he learned that the town contained 1,600 Union soldiers. Keeping well clear
of Beverly the Confederates headed for Buckhannon, Upshur Courthouse, which was the Union headquarters of
General Kelly. They destroyed 5,000 stand of arms and other stores which they found there.
At midnight, on August 30th, Jenkins and his men moved toward Weston, county seat of Lewis County. They arrived
there at daylight on the following day. The Union men stationed there slipped out of town under a dense fog. The
Confederates remained in Weston during the day destroying the telegraph office and capturing a dozen prisoners. At
sunset they took up the line of march to Glenville in Gilmer County. They encamped about midnight and resumed their
march early the next morning.
They reached Glenville the next day, September 1, shortly before noon. The small garrison there fled without
resistance. The troops rested until evening at which time they continued their march toward Spencer.

The Gilmer, Ripley and Ohio Turnpike which had been authorized by the Virginia Assembly in 1850 was used by the
Confederate troops. It was discussed in the March 25, 1977 article.
At Spencer Colonel "Cass" Rathbone was in command of companies B, D, E and F of the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry.
Jackson County had ten men in Company B and 14 in Company F.
Colonel Rathbone had heard that a strong force of guerrillas were in Gilmer County and had ordered Captain Van
Bukey to send him what men he could spare from Ravenswood. Obeying the order, Captain Bukey started to Spencer
with all his force except 20 men who were left in charge of the post at Ravenswood.
Young Addison A. Smith, who was visiting with his aunt and her husband, Benjamin Williams, stated in his diary that
Colonel Rathbone did not know anything about the approach of General Jenkins and his army. Smith described
Colonel Rathbone as he prepared to meet the enemy: “He put on his best uniform and buttoned up the long coat in
front until the great row of buttons shone gallantly, and when he had gotten his hair combed and his sword buckled on
he came running down out of the brick store of Smith and Williams where he had a room and hustled over to
headquarters." Headquarters was in a room on the lower floor of the recently built stone courthouse.
General Jenkins had posted a number of his mounted cavalrymen on the brink of a hill overlooking Spencer. As viewed
by the Union officer and his men, this may have magnified the appearance of the oncoming army. Under a flag of
truce, Major Sweeney, representative of General Jenkins, conferred with Colonel Rathbone. In the meantime, Major
Trimble of the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry had reported to his superior officer that the invading forces had over
1100 men. Colonel Rathbone was not long in surrendering without a shot fired.
There is more than one version of Colonel Rathbone's surrender at Spencer on September 2, 1862.
It has been claimed that about two-thirds of the men apprehended felt that they were about to be surrendered, left
the place by the rear, scattered and got safely away. The captured Union soldiers were paroled as they had been
elsewhere. As a condition of parole they promised not to take up arms again against the South.
After the surrender a messenger was quickly dispatched to Ravenswood with instruction to the men there to move the
military supplies across the river. This they did.
At a much later time, Arthur W. Lang, Sr., a cavalryman with Jenkins, related to Roane County historian, John Bishop,
what happened after the surrender at Spencer:
"The new guns and equipment captured was given to the new (Confederate) troops of ours, and they were highly
pleased with the new outfit: new gun, cowhide knapsack, bullet and cap box, with—I do not know how many rounds
ammunition. The stack of old guns—discarded by our new recruits, were burnt and commenced discharging with a roar
like a smart little battle. There were other than civilian inhabitants excited."
The previously mentioned young man, Addison A. Smith, said that he "procured two boxes of sugar cured hams, two
barrells of flour and a barrell of hard tack, and left them at the home of B. D. Williams.” The latter place was where
General Jenkins spent the night after Rathbone surrender.
Colonel J. C. Rathbone was wealthy man and was said to have recruited and outfitted the Eleventh West Virginia

Infantry at his own expense. The source of part of his wealth came from the oil found at Burning Springs in Wirt
County. Burning Springs was not far distant from Spencer.
The following December an official hearing was held concerning the way Colonel Rathbone had conducted the affair at
Spencer. At the conclusion of the hearing he was permitted to resign his commission. He was replaced by Daniel Frost.
After spending the night Spencer, General .Jenkins and his military forces went on to Ripley.
An official Confederate report had this to say: "..we moved on to Ripley, in Jackson County, a point twelve miles from
the Ohio River. We reached Ripley that evening but found no enemy save military paymaster, whom we relieved.. .of
$5,525. Next morning (September 4) we moved to Ravenswood..." Thus it appears that they spent the night at or near
Ripley.
On the same date at 3 p.m. Colonel J. A. J. Lightburn issued a terse report to his commanding officer: “Rebels now in
Ripley, Jackson County with cannon and baggage. Came through Buckhannon and Weston. Colonel Rathbone at
Spencer. Roane County surrendered without firing a shot."
(Printed courtesy of Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Jenkin’s Raiders Reach Ravenswood
By:

Corinne Staats Fisher

(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, Octoer 14 and October 21, 1977)

The Union soldiers who had left Ravenswood to join Colonel Rathbone at Spencer did not reach that place before he
surrendered. They returned to Ravenswood and joined the twenty men who had been left there to do guard duty.
As prudent strategy and according to instructions they moved all supplies across the Ohio River to a point where
they would be out of the reach of oncoming Confederates.
On Wednesday, September 3rd, 1862, Henrietta Fitzhugh Barr at her home in Ravenswood wrote in her diary:
"Last night about 12 o'clock I was awakened by the firing of two guns and an unusual amount of noise which was
explained this morning. A man came in from Spencer bringing the news that 800 of Jenkins cavalry had taken
possession of that place. Rathbone's regiment which was stationed there surrendered without a blow. The
greatest state of excitement prevails here. The "secesh cavalry" expected immediately. The Union men, women
and children are escaping in hot haste over the river. The wagons have all gone, all the government stores have
been taken across the river. One or two companies of infantry which are stationed here are constantly drilling..."
At about eleven o'clock on Thursday morning, September 4, the 500 or more Confederate soldiers under General
Albert G. Jenkins were approaching Ravenswood. His second in command was Nicholas Fitzhugh, formerly of that
place and a brother of Henrietta Barr.
She wrote in her September 4 notes: "This morning, just after prayers, we observed a great many persons running
in opposite directions...The men were quickly mustered and in a few minutes were on the march to meet the rebels.
In a short time they all came scampering back 'couldn't find nary a rebel.' So they all went quietly to work cooking
their breakfast. Just in the midst of the culinary operations two men in hot haste came riding in. 'The enemy are in
sight. They are at the bridge.' Whereupon our gallant ( ? ? ? ) defenders buckle on their armour, nobly leaving their
untouched breakfasts and sally forth to annihilate the invaders." She added that they all headed straight for the river
where, by boat, they all got to the opposite bank as quickly as possible.
The southern sympathizers were anxious to watch the triumphal entry of General Jenkins and his men into
Ravenswood. Henrietta went directly to the top of the fence by their coal house where she would have a good view.
"...and sure enough I saw a great cloud of dust and then our men, our dear, good, brave men. I cannot recall what
was said or done for the next three minutes. I only remember about that time of being clasped in the arms of
dear, dear Nick...Our joy can be imagined b ette r th an described. Just about this time the Yankees who had
retreated across the river commenced firing. Our men coming up fired in return volley after, volley of
musketry until ordered to desist."
Although Colonel Frost was not in Ravenswood on the 4th, two days later he made a report to Governor Pierpont.
Among the things he related: "Our boys fired on Jenkins men for about two hours from the hill opposite the town,
wounding them."
General Jenkins' report, stated: "The enemy comprising nearly 200, fled across the Ohio at our approach."

Mrs. Barr spoke approvingly of the Southern soldiers as she continued in her diary: "I may, as well add here that
these are the (only) soldiers that I have had the good fortune to meet, since the war began. These gentlemen are
so entirely, different from the low hireling Hessians who have been polluting our soil for the last fifteen months.
It seems almost like home to have them with us again. We had no time to say half what we wished or to have ask
the very questions we wished to have answered. We were in such a hurry getting dinner, setting the table, etc. and
now they have gone we can think of a thousand things we could have said and done. They came in town about 11
o'clock and left at 2 p.m...." (Note: They left the Fitzhugh home at two o'clock but they did not depart
Ravenswood until nearly sunset). While the Southern soldiers were in Ravenswood they destroyed Colonel Frost's
printing press on which the Virginia Chronicle had been printed. They also took some horses and rifled some
stores.
General Jenkins divided his command into two detachments. One was to cross the river at Ravenswood, thence
cross country to near Pomeroy, Ohio. The second group was to continue on down the river on the West Virginia
side and join the first group near Mason City. The second group had about twice as far to travel as they had to go
around the big bend in the river.
At about sunset the first group crossed the Ohio River into Ohio. Jenkins was fortunate to have the assistance of a
newly enlisted Ravenswood resident who had been a steamboat pilot. He was able to direct them across the river
at the safest place. They followed a course along the narrow sand bar upon which they crossed the deep ford. Even
so one man was drowned at the crossing. General Jenkins reported: "Indeed without him (the pilot) I should have
had to abandon the enterprise."
Jenkins continued: "The excitement of the command as we approached the Ohio shore was intense, and in their
anxiety to be the first of their respective companies to reach the soil of those who had invaded us, all order was
lost, and it became almost a universal race as we came to the shoal water."
"In a short time, all were over, and in a few minutes the command was formed on the crest of the gentle
eminence, and the Bars of the Southern Confederacy flowed proudly over the soil of the invaders. Men cheered
and enthusiasm was excited to the highest pitch."
They had raised the first Confederate flag north of the Ohio River.
Colonel Frost did not reach Ravenswood until two days after the Confederate visit. His report to Governor Pierpont
included the following:
"From Ravenswood they moved toward Racine, stealing h o r s e s a s t h e y w e n t . . . I leave at 3 o'clock this afternoon with about 700 men for Oak Hill a station on the Portsmouth Rail Road, 20 miles in the rear of Gallipolis. I
intend to harrass Jenkins if I can catch him. . ."
Jenkins did not take the route mentioned by Frost. He did not catch up with him.
Arthur Wellington Lang, Sr. was born in Harrison County in 1841. As a member of the Fourteenth Regiment Virginia
Cavalry he served under Jenkins on the trip through West Virginia.
Mr. Lang and his three sons moved to Roane County about 1901. It was here that he told John Bishop, county

historian, the following:
"There on the banks of the broad Ohio the first time I had ever seen it.. .seeing the larger and better farms than I
was used to, I learned the object of the raid. We were to get Northern horses for mounts for the Confederate
armies of Virginia." He added: "There were plenty horses on all sides without too far to go."
The taking or destruction of property occurred frequently during the Civil War. It was done by both sides.
Major General Jenkins and his cavalrymen did not meet with any serious opposition during their brief trip into
Ohio. In some isolated communities there were cheers for Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy. Whether or not
this was an expression of their genuine feelings or an attempt to protect themselves is not known.
"The Pomeroy Weekly Telegraph" reported on the Confederate movements: "We had information of the crossing
of the river at Buffington Island by a portion of the rebel band. About 250 of the Rangers crossed over and came
down to Racine, which they captured about 9 p.m. They shot a deaf and dumb man who could not hear the order
to halt and wounded one or two others.
"They told the citizens they were after horses and arms, and if they were not resisted they would not harm
anyone personally, but if fired upon they would burn up the town. They then gathered up all the good horses they
could find in town, getting 12, and after some hours crossed over into Virginia again at Wolfe's Bar below Racine. .
They took about 25 horses from this side of the river.
On the West Virginia side of the river they joined the other portion of Jenkins' men.
After some skirmishing at Point Pleasant they moved on to Buffalo in Putnam County. There they forded the
Kanawha River and advanced to a point about twenty-five miles below Point Pleasant. Once on the left bank of the
Kanawha, the raiders felt more free from attack and they could travel more slowly. They passed through
Barboursville, Logan Court House and Wyoming Court House. Finally camping at Coal River, Jenkins rode to
Beckley to ascertain General W. W. Loring's location.
The citizens of Western Virginia were to receive one more official appeal to join the Confederacy. Major-General
Loring commanded Henry Fitzhugh, Chief of Staff, to write an open letter to them. The letter he wrote was both
a threat and a promise.
"To the people of Western Virginia:
"The army of the Confederate States has come among you to expel the enemy, to rescue the people from the
despotism imposed upon you by Northern bayonets, and to restore the country once more to its natural
allegiance to the State. We fight for peace and the possession of our territory. We do not intend to punish those
who remain at home as quiet citizens in obedience to the laws of the land and to all such, clemency and amnisty
are declared; but those who persist in adhering to the cause of the public enemy and the pretended State
government he has erected at Wheeling will be dealt with as their obstinate treachery deserves. When the liberal
policy of the Confederate Government shall be introduced and made known to the people, who have so long
experienced the wanton misrule of the invader, the commanding general expects the people heartily to sustain
it, not only as a duty but as a deliverance from their taskmasters and usurpers. Indeed, he already recognizes in the

cordial welcome which the people everywhere give to the army a happy indication of their attachment to their
true and lawful government. Until the proper authorities shall order otherwise, and in the absence of municipal
law and its customary ministers , martial law will be administered by the army and provost-marshals.
Private rights and property will be respected, violence will be repressed and order promoted, and all private
property used by the army will be paid for."
There was a second equally lengthy paragraph which continued along the same line. Critical remarks about the
Union forces were continued and the appeal to come to the support of the South was reiterated.
It was a war of words. Although the letter was forceful and extremely well written it might have had more of
the desired effect had it been written in a more simple language.
However, all of the foregoing activities had an immediate effect upon the Union forces in the Kanawha Valley. Colonel
J. A. J. Lightburn feared he would be cut off from the Ohio River. He promptly ordered the removal of all supplies
and equipment from Gauley Bridge to Charleston.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Lightburn Retreated Through Jackson County
By:

Corinne Staats Fisher

(Orginally published in The Jackson Herald, October 28, 1977)

General Jacob D. Cox was in command of the Kanawha Valley from July 24, 1861 until the early fall of 1862. At this time he
was ordered to the Shenandoah Valley and the vicinity of Washington. D.C., to bolster the faltering Federal army there. He
took with him about 10,000 troops which would seriously hamper those remaining there to defend themselves.
Colonel J. A. J. Lightburn, of the Fourth Regiment of West Virginia Infantry, assumed command of the Union forces in the
Kanawha Valley on August 17, 1862. Headquarters was at Gauley Bridge. Included in the approximately 3500 troops under
him were two hundred and one men from Jackson County. They were in the 4th and 9th West Virginia Infantry. Lieutenant
Colonel William H. H. Russell, born in New York in 1840, but then a citizen of Jackson County was with the Fourth West
Virginia Infantry. At the end of the Kanawha Valley Campaign he was one of several commended by his superior officer for
skill and good judgment in executing his duties.
The Fourth West Virginia had not, as yet, participated in any military engagements. There was soon to be an explosive ten
days between September 6 and September 16, 1862.
The Confederate forces which were soon to invade the Kanawha Valley included ninety-six men from Jackson County. They
were serving in the 22nd and 36th Virginia Infantry.
Only a week after taking command Colonel Lightburn became aware of General Jenkins' march starting from Monroe
County. Not knowing his exact plans, Lightburn guessed that he might attack the Kanawha Valley by way of Summersville.
For this reason he reinforced his position in that area by withdrawing his advanced detachments from Beckley to
Fayetteville. He also moved his men stationed at Camp Ewing to Gauley Bridge. As indicated in last week's discussion.
Jenkins proceeded in a different direction. When Lightburn learned that he had reached Ravenswood on September 4, he
was afraid that he might be cut off from the Ohio. He promptly ordered that supplies and equipment be removed from
Gauley Bridge to Charleston.
It was at this point that Colonel Lightburn became aware that he had a problem of greater magnitude. Confederate
General W. W. Loring was massing troops at Narrows, Giles County, Virginia. His intention was to invade the Kanawha
Valley. Having no reinforcements available to him, Colonel Lightburn ordered Colonel Siber who was at Raleigh Court
House (Beckley) to fall back to Fayette Court House. He also ordered Colonel Gilbert to fall back to Gauley Mountain. There
he covered the retreat of Colonel Siber's column.
At this point it would be difficult to say whether Colonel Lightburn's plan would be described as an orderly retreat or as a
consolidation of forces which had been scattered too far under present circumstances.
Colonel Lightburn reached Charleston on September 12 where he chose to make his stand. He ordered the Union wagons,
about 700 in number, to mass somewhere near the point where the Elk River empties into the Kanawha.
To conserve his supplies and to keep them out of the hands of the approaching enemy, he had "ordered all the wagons at
Gauley to be loaded with the most valuable commissary stores, and to push forward, without stopping, until they reached
the Elk River, below Charleston." Here they awaited the approach of the large force of Confederate soldiers.

On September 1, Major-General W. W. Loring, in a report to George W. Randolph the Confederate Secretary of War, at
Richmond, Virginia, had this to say:
"Sir: Before I received your telegram, dated the 29th...upon the information of my scout, I had determined upon an
offensive movement against the enemy in Kanawha. It has been delayed only to accumulate forage and transportation
enough to take me over the sterile district of 100 miles between me and the enemy. This has been a Herculean task; but to
its accomplishment I have bent all my energies, and expect to move on Friday or Saturday next. It will be my policy when I
move to endeavor to reach the Kanawha without stoppage, experience in our campaigns in this region last summer having
shown that, while our armies stopped in menacing proximity to the enemy, for want of forage and transportation, though
at the time they were weak enough to be overcome by us, yet they improved our delay by re-enforcing from convenient
population of the northwest, and, in three or four weeks afterward, took the offensive successfully against us..."
On September 6 General Loring reported that he had taken up his march to the Kanawha Valley with about 5,000 men.
Eight days later he had reached Charleston. On September 14, Loring again reported to Randolph from Charleston. "Sir: I
reached this place yesterday afternoon, capturing the town after stout resistance from the enemy, in which their loss was
heavy, ours very light. The rapidity of our advance saved the city from flames. We had marched in exactly one week from
Giles Court House to this place, fighting for more than half a day at Fayette Court House, and again, on the next morning, at
Cotton Hill and Gauley, and skirmishing all the way to this place. In these rapid victories...we have captured immense
amounts of wagons and horses, inventories of which we are now taking..." Later he spoke of a large supply of salt that
could be used by the entire Confederacy.
Both Confederate and Union armies were in Charleston on September 13. It was inevitable that some kind of confrontation
would take place. Skirmishing began about ten o'clock in the morning. The main attack came later in the day. Between two
and five o'clock in the afternoon numerous shots were fired from positions on both sides of the river. Being outnumbered
about two to one, the Federals burned the stores they could not take with them. They then crossed the Elk River and
destroyed the bridge behind them. Two miles below Charleston the river road was abandoned. It was feared that the
Confederates on the south side of the Kanawha would ford the river further down and gain a position in front of the
retreating army. They then took up their march to the Ohio River on the Charleston, Ripley and Ravenswood Turnpike.
There were few incidents during this trip. There were delays and considerable aggravation through mismanagement of the
wagon trains. This was attributed to the lack of competence of the quartermasters. On the night of September 15 two
pickets of the Forty-seventh Ohio Regiment were wounded at Ripley by bushwackers. The dust covered troops began
entering Ravenswood at 10 a.m. on the following day. The artillery and the Fourth Regiment of Virginia Infantry boarded
steam boats and barges at Ravenswood and were sent to Point Pleasant. The remainder crossed the Ohio at Buffington
Island a short distance above Ravenswood. They marched down to Syracuse where they were loaded on boats and transported to the same destination of September 18.
On Monday, September 15, 1862, Henrietta Fitzhugh Barre recorded the following in her diary: "Last night the advance
guard of the retreating army entered town and all day long have been coming and 'still they come.' The baggage train is
said to be sixteen miles long. Such an army I suppose was never seen, composed of negroes, men, women and children,
refugees of all ages, sex and condition. We have been feeding the troops all day long and until late night...They are
retreating across the river as fast as possible..."
She continued on the following day: "We sat up last night. It seemed unsafe to retire to bed with such large numbers of
these dreadful men so close around us. In consequence we are unfitted for our regular duties today. We breakfasted about
15 of the men. Alter we had cleared away tea things, went to Susan's to see the remainder of the army pass. An immense

train, then the artillery, next to infantry, the cavalry followed. I did not wait to see them.
anxiety about our dear ones at C. (Charleston)."

We are filled with such intense

Four days later Mrs. Henry Fitzhugh. Sr., took advantage of an opportunity to go to Charleston. The day after she was
followed by her three daughters-in-law. They were the wives of Nicholas, Theodorick and George Fitzhugh who were all in
service with the invaders.
The Confederates remained in control of Charleston for about six weeks. Federal troops, totaling about 12,000, gathered at
Point Pleasant and started their march up the Kanawha. As a result the southern forces began their withdrawal from the
captured town on October 27. Jenkins' men held off the Union advance at Tyler Mountain and they, too, left the Kanawha
Valley four days later.
General Cox returned from the East and resumed command of the Kanawha Valley. Colonel Lightburn was ordered to take
charge of the troops at Fayette Court House. Soon afterward the Fourth West Virginia Infantry and other regiments were
sent to General Grant's command on the Mississippi River. Colonel Lightburn was promoted to brigadier-general.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Child of The Storm
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, November 4, 1977)

It was only a month after the Ordinance of Secession was passed by the Virginia Assembly at
Richmond that delegates from twenty-five counties from western Virginia met in Wheeling. In
late May of 1861 these and other counties gave a majority of 13,378 in favor of staying in the
Union. Jackson County's majority was 400. Eastern Virginia gave a vote strongly in favor of
secession.
On June 11, 1861, a second convention was held at Wheeling which was attended by
representatives from thirty-nine counties. They voted to nullify the Ordinance of Secession
which had been passed at Richmond. They then formed a Reorganized Government and elected
officers. The new government established their headquarters at Wheeling.
In August the convention again assembled and gave their full attention to the organization of a
new state. Subsequently an election was held and the vote was 18,408 for the new government
and 781 against.
Jackson County had delegates at all of these meetings. See article No. 44 on April 22, 1977.
In the meantime Confederate General Henry A. Wise, in his July 4, 1861 speech at Ripley,
appealed to the people of western Virginia to return to the mother state. More than a year
later, in September of 1862, a second appeal was made by General W. W. Loring through his
chief of staff, Henry Fitzhugh.
Two delegates, who had been selected by the newly organized government, were sent to
Congress. By accepting these delegates, Congress seemed to be accepting the legality of the
Restored Government of Virginia. On July 14, 1862 the House of Representatives passed a bill
admitting West Virginia as a state. On December 9 it was passed by the United States Senate.
After careful consideration and consultation President Abraham Lincoln signed the document
on the last day of the year.
It was necessary to include in the constitution of the new state a provision for the gradual
emancipation of slaves. In 1860, there resided in Jackson County a total population of 8372 of
which eleven were free colored persons and 66 were slaves. In 1850, there were ten fewer

slaves. A few of these were children too young to work and one was an aged woman born in
the 1770's.
A legal question bothered some who were considering statehood for West Virginia. Article 1,
Section 3, Part 1 of the Constitution of the United States states: "New states may be admitted
by the Congress of this Union; but no new state shall be erected within the jurisdiction of any
other state, nor any state be formed by the junction of two or more states, without the consent
of the legislatures of the states concerned, as well as Congress."
However, Virginia had seceded from the Union with other states while western Virginia wanted
to remain with the Union. It was well known that western Virginians had expressed their
preferences by their vote and by enrollment in the army of the United States. Both actions
were taken by large majorities.
President had signed the West Virginia statehood bill on December 31, 1862. On the following
day an event of greater importance went into effect. This event was the Emancipation
Proclamation.
President Abraham Lincoln had often made the statement that he had no wish to interfere with
slavery where it already existed. He restated this position in his first inaugural address.
During the first year of the war his stand was that he was fighting to save the Union, not to free
the slaves. In the North some were for and some against abolition. As the war continued for
weeks, then for months and then for more than a year, the clamor became much more
vigorous to put an end to slavery.
In the summer of 1862, the war was going badly for the Union. Mr. Lincoln knew that foreign
governments which had some sympathy for the South "would not dare to help maintain an
institution which the moral sense of mankind condemned as evil."
Without consultation with his cabinet, President Lincoln decided to issue a proclamation of
emancipation. He did inform them of what he intended to do. In order to prevent it from
appearing as an act of desperation, he decided to wait until the North had a decisive victory.
This day came five days after General Robert E. Lee was defeated at the Battle of Antietam on
September 17, 1862.
As a necessary war measure President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation as
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States. A president would not have

had this power in peace time.
In the Emancipation Proclamation the president declared that slaves in all states and parts of
states that were in rebellion on January 1, 1863 would be free. On that date it did become
effective.
As has been pointed out by many historians, this act brought the United States a step closer to
the doctrine of the Declaration of Independence which states that "all men are created equal."
Slavery in the United States was abolished entirely one hundred and twelve years ago. The
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution went into effect on December 18, 1865. That is
when Jackson County slaves were freed also.
This was not to be the end of the matter between Virginia and West Virginia. West Virginia
became involved with Virginia in a debt dispute which was partially settled by the Supreme
Court of the United States in 1911 and finally decided by a decision of 1915 resulting in a
judgment against West Virginia for $12,366,500.
The state issued bonds to pay for this debt. The bonds were signed in New York City by West
Virginia Treasurer W. S. Johnson and countersigned by State Auditor J. S. Darst, a resident of
Jackson County.
The greater seal of West Virginia was affixed thereon by Secretary of State H G. Young. The
bonds were delivered by these three persons to the Virginia Debt Commission.
In signing the checks the pen which they held was attached to a machine which allowed twenty
checks to be signed at one time.
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Haworth and their three small children came to Ravenswood from
Portland, Ohio, in the 1860's. One of the three children was Charles Everette Haworth who had
been born in I860.
Young Haworth attended schools in Ravenswood and at the age of eighteen entered Colgate
Academy In 1885, he graduated from Starling Medical College at Columbus. Ohio. The following
year he received a degree from Colgate University.
Dr. C. E. Haworth practiced medicine for ten years at which time he and a partner bought the
Huntington Herald. Haworth became the editor and later the sole owner. At the age of forty-

seven he sold The Herald and became vice-president and professor of literature at Marshall
College now Marshall University.
Sometime during his literary career he wrote the words and music for a song entitled West
Virginia. Though living at the time of the Civil War he was too young to have many memories
concerning it. Perhaps stories of the time, told and retold, inspired this song. What seems more
probable is that his interest in the history of West Virginia grew and the reasons for its origin
came to be better understood and he felt a need to express his thought in a poetic way.
The song has a rhythm suitable for marching. It was three or four verses hut only one verse and
the chorus are presented here.
WEST VIRGINIA
O Child of the storm clad in thunder
Of the nation's lurid light.
Arise to thy glory in wonder.
In thine armor flaming bright.
The righteous sword is gleaming
With the truth that maketh free
And our God with might will protect
Our right
West Virginia, for thee.
Chorus
West Virginia! West Virginia!
The home of the brave and the free.
Our God with might will protect the right.
West Virgina for Thee!

It Happened In 1863
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, November 11, 1977)
JONES-IMBODEN RAID

Confederate Generals William K. Jones and John D. Imboden conducted a highly destructive
raid in West Virginia in the late spring of 1863. They set out from their camp in Rockingham
County, Virginia on April 24. The two generals were supposed to act together but it became, for
the most part, a two-pronged attack. General Jones had a force of about 2100 men.
The raid was called "the most disastrous and destructive foray suffered in the northern part of
the state during the entire war."
The route of their travel and the places they attacked were Oakland, Maryland and in West
Virginia, Rowlesburg, Evansville, Morgantown, Fairmont, Bridgeport, West Union, Harrisville,
Cairo and Burning Springs in the Little Kanawha Valley. They returned to the Shenandoah Valley
by way of Sutton and Lewisburg on May 22.
General Jones in his official report to General Robert E. Lee had this to say: "In thirty days we
marched nearly 700 miles through rough and sterile country gathering subsistence for man and
horse by the way. At Greenland and Fairmont and also Bridgeport we encountered enemy
forces. We killed from 25 to 30 of the enemy, wounded probably three times as many, captured
nearly 700 prisoners, with their small arms, and one piece of artillery, two trains of cars, burned
16 railroad bridges and one tunnel, 150,000 barrels of oil, many engines, and a large number of
boats, tanks and barrels, bringing home with us about 1,000 cattle, and about 1,200 horses. Our
entire loss was ten killed and 42 wounded, the missing not exceeding 15."
More than anything else Jackson countians were concerned with the destruction of the oil field
at Burning Springs on the Little Kanawha River in Wirt County. This was the nearest that the
raiders came to this county. Burning Springs had been reached on the morning of May 9th.
Citizens of Jackson County had no way of knowing the route planned by the invaders or how
long the invasion would last. The county was within one day's travel at the speed which the
southerners had maintained up to this point. Panic had overtaken the people at Wheeling
when the southerners were a similar distance from that city.
It has been said that the pool of oil discovered at Burning springs in 1860 was the greatest pool

of oil that the world had ever known at that time. Activities there had been noted by The New
York Herald and speculators from several states had investments there. This was the home
ground of the Rathbone family which included Colonel "Cass" Rathbone who was the organizer
of the 11th West Virginia Infantry. It had also been home for Ellen Rathbone Frost, wife of
Daniel Frost.
It was reliably reported that the light from the fire of the burning oil could be seen as far away
as Parkersburg. This being true it is logical to assume that the light could be seen at all other
places a similar distance from the fire. This would have included parts of Jackson County.
The official report of General Jones said: "All the oil, the tanks, barrels, engines for pumping,
engine houses and wagons in a word everything used for raising, holding, or sending it was
burned. The smoke is very dense and jet black. The boats, filled with oil in bulk, burst with a
report almost equalling artillery, and spread the burning fluid over the river. Before night huge
columns of ebony smoke marked the meanderings of the stream as far as the eye could reach.
By dark the oil from the tanks on the burning creek had reached the river, carrying destruction
to our merciless enemy. Men of experience estimated the oil destroyed at 150,000 barrels. It
may well be months before a large supply can be had from this source, as it can only be boated
down the Little Kanawha when the waters are high."
Note: This history will not tell the story of Northern soldiers destroying property in the South. It
is only about what happened in or near Jackson County and the soldiers from the county who
fought in the war.
As a sequel to the story it might be added that Monroe Jackson Rathbone, a descendant of one
of the Rathbone brothers, was president of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey in the
1950's.
It
also
might
be
added
that
"Vall"
Rathbone, brother of "Cass," together with J. N. Camden organized the Union Trust and Deposit
Company in
Parkersburg. The former was president until his death. 'Cass" moved' to Kansas where he died
in his old age. His body was returned to Parkersburg for burial.
West Virginia acquired official statehood on June 20, 1863—less than two weeks after the
Jones-Imboden raid at Burning Springs.
GETTYSBURG ADDRESS
The Battle of Gettysburg was fought on July 1, and 3 of the same year. It was one of the most

decisive battles of the Civil War and one of the biggest. General Meade's Army of the Potomac
composed of 97,000 men were opposed by 75,000 men under General Robert R. Lee's Army of
Northern Virginia. While the dead were still lying at the place where they had fallen, Governor
Curtin of Pennsylvania came to view the terrible scene. Being deeply moved by what he saw he
bought 17 acres in which to have a burial place for the dead of both sides. Insofar as possible
the dead were arranged by states. Almost 2400 monuments have been erected to the dead
buried there.
On November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln traveled to Gettysburg where he delivered
his 267 word address. (He followed the speaker who had made the principal address of the day
which had lasted more than two hours.) Ever since his words have stirred the deepest feelings
of the nation. The address is engraved in enduring stone within the great white Lincoln
Memorial Building at Washington. D.C. The speech has come to be accepted as among the
finest statements of democratic faith. Many recognized it as a world masterpiece with its
resounding declaration that "government of the people, by the people and for the people shall
not perish from the earth."
"Four scores and seven years ago our Fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation,
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We
have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting place for those who here gave
their lives that this nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate we cannot consecrate we cannot hallow this ground.
The brave men living and dead, who struggle here have consecrated it far above our poor
powers to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it
can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us
to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us-that from these honored dead we
take increase devotion to that cause for which they gave their last full measure of devotion that
we might here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain - that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth."
It was signed by Abraham Lincoln and the date given.

With Governor George W. Atkinson as principal speaker the West Virginia monument at
Gettysburg was dedicated on November 28, 1898. He was accompanied by Adjutant General
Appleton. Governor Atkinson addressed the crowd first. He was followed by General Appleton
whose closing remarks were as follows: "Fit it is to mark with enduring stone and bronze the
heroic deeds of men of our state. Coming generations of Americans will draw inspiration and
learn lessons of patriotism and self sacrifice from hoping and praying that never again shall
brother be arranged against brother or the soil of our dear land be reddened by the blood of
our countrymen."
Morgan's Raid, which occurred in 1863, will be discussed next week.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

The Battle Near Buffington Island
by Corinne Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald November 18 and November 25, 1977)

In early July, 1863, Union General Ambrose Burnside was organizing a force in Cincinnati to
attack Eastern Tennessee. At the same time General John Hunt Morgan was selected by
Confederate General Braxton Bragg to move across Kentucky and, if possible, to capture
Louisville. It was hoped that Morgan would delay the start of Burnside's plan.
Brigadier General Henry M. Judah, of the Union army, had ten thousand troops under him.
The North had communications extending through Kentucky under Burnside and General
William S. Rosecrans. The latter had become well known in West Virginia for his military
activities there in 1861 and 1862.
Although General Morgan's attack was to begin at the same time that General Robert E. Lee
was engaged in the Battle at Gettysburg, the two events were in no way connected.
Morgan had no orders to do anything other than to capture Louisville. He was forbidden to
cross the Ohio River. However, he secretly enlarged the original plan and sent out scouts to
gather information about the route he planned to follow. This included the examination of
fords on the Upper Ohio one of which was the ford at Buffington Island. It is a very short
distance above Ravenswood.
General Morgan made plans to invade Northern territory as far as Buffington Island. He
expected to cross the river there into West Virginia where he believed he would have relative
safety.
His plan was daring. Some might say it was brilliant. But it did not take account of changes in
the weather. At the time his scouts had made their investigation the bed of the stream was dry
in some places. Before the plans matured much rain had fallen and the streams were swollen.
This alone would cause the river crossing to be difficult. The higher waters would also allow
gunboats to travel up and down the river.
Second in command to General Morgan was his brother-in-law, Basil W. Duke. Beginning their
journey on July 2nd, they crossed the Cumberland River at Burnsville, Kentucky. Under them
were 2460 carefully selected men from Kentucky and Tennessee. Crossing the state of Kentucky

in five days they passed into Indiana at Bradenburg on the Ohio River. Two brigades of cavalry
under General Judah were in pursuit. The latter were also supported by infantry and local home
guard units. More troops were available. Waiting to assist Judah and his men was a small fleet
of gunboats.
By the time Judah reached Ohio he had less than 2,000 men. The others had been killed,
captured or too tired to go on. Morgan by-passed Cincinnati but engaged in activities that made
it appear that he would attack that place. It was part of his plan to create all the disturbance
and panic possible. At his instigation false rumors were spread to assist in his scheme. At
various places along the route telegraph lines were tapped to learn the plans of their enemies.
The lines were destroyed when no longer useful to them. Much destruction of property marked
their path. Morgan's cavalrymen traveled at such a fast pace that both men and horses suffered
from severe fatigue. Men sometimes fell from their saddles and did not waken until aroused by
the enemy. Their worn-out and jaded horses were replaced by taking others from the citizenry
wherever and whenever the need arose.
One source states: "Horses and food were taken whenever wanted by raiding parties on both
sides during the war, but no such plundering was known as that on Morgan's raid." The
statement is debatable.
As Morgan continued toward his destination Union forces were gathering on all sides. Troops
were mustered and rushed by train to points considered to be in danger. Brigadier General
Henry M. Judah's cavalry had been in pursuit since soon after the beginning of the raid. They
met at one time and engaged in a brief combat before Morgan slipped away. Brigadier General
Edward H. Hobson moved in to cut off any attempt by Morgan to reach central Ohio.
After by-passing Cincinnati the invaders continued on their way through Ohio by way of
Washington Court House, Jackson, Vinton, Berlin and again reached the Ohio River at Pomeroy,
Ohio.
West Virginia was threatened and steps were taken to prevent possible invasion of the
Kanawha Valley. The 13th West Virginia and the 23rd Ohio Infantry stationed at Fayettesville,
West Virginia, and another regiment marched to Loup Creek where they were loaded on
steamboats. Traveling down the Kanawha River they reached Gallipolis on the Ohio on the
morning of July 18th. Leaving some of their force to protect the town they went up the river to
Pomeroy. There they engaged in a skirmish with Morgan's rear guard. One Union man was
wounded. Five Confederates were killed and sixteen wounded.

(See article of September 23 for list of 54 Jackson County men who were in the 13th West
Virginia Infantry under Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes.)
General Morgan continued on his way toward Buffington Island, arriving at Chester at one
o'clock in the afternoon. He rested here for an hour and a half. It has been said that this was
the first mistake. After resting the men he moved on to Portland, opposite Buffington Island.
They reached their destination at eight o'clock in the evening. His men and horses were weary
and the baggage wagons and wounded men had not yet arrived. He decided to camp there for
the night and to cross over the river the following morning. It was suggested to him that they
move on at once and let the others catch up. He rejected the idea saying that it would be "all or
none".
Morgan's opponents were getting closer and were approaching from four sides. At daybreak on
the morning of July 19th Colonel Duke was completing arrangements to cross the river when
struck by General Judah's forces. In the early phase of combat Duke was able to hold his
position. The tide soon turned and his command was in full retreat from Indiana Cavalry under
Lieutenant O'Neil. He succeeded in reforming his line only to fall back under the new onslaught.
General Edward H. Dobson who had been close behind Morgan for two weeks arrived with
3,000 troops. General Judah
also arrived with a still larger force. To make the odds
overwhelming Union tin-clad gunboats approached and opened fire. They were commanded by
Lieutenant Commander LeRoy Fitch of the U. S. Navy.
Although the fighting was taking place on Ohio soil the river was owned by West Virginia up to
the low water mark on the Ohio side of the river.
Morgan and his men were not long in realizing their situation. He got away with about 1200
men. One source states that Duke, two other officers and about 700 men were captured. 120
men were killed and wounded. All of the Confederate military equipment was captured. The
fighting had lasted an hour or less.
We can turn to the diary of a Ravenswood resident to learn of her reactions to the battle near
Buffington Island.
On Wednesday, July 8th, Henrietta Fitzhugh Barr made an entry in her diary: "Mr. Brown
(Robert S.) sent us a paper on the 7th. The reports of the Battle of Gettysburg are of such a
contradictory character that we can learn nothing from them so we are still in the dark as to the
true issue of the engagement. Nothing from the raid in Beverly and nothing from Ka. (Kanawha)
Valley. Kentucky seems to be in a great state of excitement, her 'Sacred Soil' is invaded by John

Morgan. Of course, our neighbors across the river are in a terrible state of mind. It is bringing
the war a little too near home to be perfectly agreeable..."
On the following Saturday she recorded one sentence: "It is said (by the Yanks) that Vicksburg
and Port Hudson both surrendered on the 4th."
On Friday, July 17th Mrs. Barr wrote: "John Morgan (the Marion of the South) seems to be
having a great time in Indiana. He is showing the Yanks 'Southern Pluck'.
The following day her remark was only a little less brief: "Morgan, we hear (for we get no
papers) is in Ohio, playing smash with the railroads, telegraphs, etc. That's right, John. I believe
in carrying the war into the enemy's country. Give them a little taste of what we have been
enduring for two years past."
On the following day Mrs. Barr had more to say. It was her view of the battle that took place
between the Yanks and Southerners at Portland, Ohio, which is opposite Buffington Island. She
wrote: "We expected a general muster of the militia today but it turned out to be a rather tame
affair. The people are in such a panic about Morgan they have not time to muster. This morning
he was reported to be at Pomeroy. The 'Logan' came up in the evening confirming the rumor
and bringing troops to prevent his crossing at the island. Before night almost as much
excitement prevails as the day Jenkins was expected. The town is full of Unions. The scared
looking Yanks were tearing up and down the streets like mad dogs. The militia are galloping
about on horses as if their lives and that of the Union depended upon their speed. Those of the
'Secesh' persuasion seems to rather enjoy it than otherwise. Late in the evening (about 9 p.m.)
we hear that Morgan has driven the pickets in at Portland. Later still six gunboats went up with
General Scammon and several thousand men to contest the passage of the river. Of course the
excitement is unabated but in the midst of it went to bed and slept quietly, peacefully all night."
Sunday, July 19th was not a peaceful day. The battle fought at Portland, Ohio, took place. There
is a monument there with inscriptions on it concerning the battle. However, it is also
sometimes called the Battle of Buffington Island. Firing from gunboats took place from the river
which, as has been previously stated, was under the jurisdiction of West Virginia.
Mrs. Henrietta Fitzhugh Barr gave her view of the battle that took place in her diary: "We were
aroused early this morning by a dozen or so men from a gunboat lying at the wharf demanding
breakfast. They were in such a hurry they could not wait to get it cooked, so took what cold
bread and meat we had in the house. They were very insolent because we did not give them
any cakes, or pies or cheese, etc. While they were in the midst of guzzling, heavy firing was

heard from the island. They took it as a signal for themselves to retreat to their boat, which immediately got up steam and left for the scene of action. The firing of musketry and cannon
continued for about three hours, when it ceased and quiet succeeded which seemed almost
like the stillness of death after the dreadful den."
Henrietta described what she saw as she continued: "We could plainly see great clouds of
smoke and dust rolling from the battlefield—the result we cannot ascertain."
Mrs. Barr had news from persons who were nearer to the scene of battle than she: "The Union
people say Morgan could not affect a crossing and had to go higher up the river where he will
certainly be overpowered by a force much superior to his own." Later in the day she learned
that the Yanks held the battlefield.
On the following day Mrs. Barr recorded in her diary the rumors she had heard about the
results of the battle: "A number of our friends visited Portland (the scene of yesterday's
conflict) today. Although things are not quite as bad as the Yankees represent them, still they
are gloomy enough to make us feel bad. Morgan's ammunition gave out, fresh reinforcements
poured in to the Yankees from all quarters, surrounding our brave men, about two thousand of
whom escaped. 740 were said to be captured, two or three killed and as many wounded. The
Yankee loss in killed and wounded was much greater."
Some of Mrs. Barr's figures are in error but everyone knows that rumors are frequently
unreliable.
On the same day she gave a description of how the Confederate prisoners were treated: "It was
heart rending to hear how cruelly our men (particularly the wounded) were treated by the
savage captors. They had nothing given to them to eat and were denied even a drink of water
and to cap the climax the Union women visited them in hordes to gloat over their sufferings
and insult them. Some of them spit on and abused the bodies of the dead."
In the afternoon she and her sister, Anne, and others crossed the river to "See the prisoners as
they passed down. We could not speak to them or administer in any way to their wants, they
were so strictly guarded. They were a fine, noble looking set of men. Did not seem at all
downcast.
Her opinion of the Yanks and their supporters was quite different: "They (the Confederate
soldiers) formed a striking contrast to the ruffianly looking Yanks who formed their guard. All
the people in our town are more intolerably insolent than ever in consequence of their great

victory. The Stars and Stripes are waving over the Post Office. Old Cheverent's (Chevrounts) and
other prominent Republican houses in honor of event."
She only made two more very brief entries in her diary. On July 28th she reported that she had
heard that General Morgan had been captured. The final entry on August 20th had a final
statement: "We have had a few days of comparative quiet."
The captured Confederates were taken to Cincinnati. It has been reliably stated that they were
treated with courtesy.
General Morgan and his fleeing men continued up the river until they reached Belleville. About
300 men succeeded in crossing the river into West Virginia. In order to do this many of them
threw away everything that might hinder their swim through the high waters. This included
their firearms and much or all of their clothing. Some were drowned.
Morgan had gotten some distance into the water when the gun-boat "Moose" appeared and
opened fire. He returned to his men on the Ohio side.
Soldiers of the 13th West Virginia Infantry were aboard the "Moose". They landed and with
troops from Parkersburg hastened the retreat of the fleeing Confederates. By the evening of
the 20th the pursued men had traveled 30 miles and were near Elizabeth in Wirt County.
Confederate sympathizers on the Little Kanawha reclothed and fed them as best they could.
Some horses were obtained.
Morgan was still at large. Following a zig-zag course they traveled northward. More men were
lost each day. They were finally captured at Salineville, near East Liverpool, Ohio. Only 300 of
the original 2460 men remained with General Morgan.
The fight at Buffington Island was the only battle fought on Ohio soil.
General Morgan and the men captured with him were taken to Columbus. After several months
of incarceration, he and six of his men tunneled their way out of prison. They caught a train ride
and late reached safety.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

141st State Militia
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, December 2, 9, 16, 1977)

In 1861 Governor Pierpont of the Reorganized Government of Virginia made plans for home
guard units to be organized in each county of western Virginia. The danger from roaming bands
of guerillas was threatening to the welfare of the state and some kind of protection was
necessary. Regular law enforcement had broken down to some extent. Under the circumstances then prevailing, a sheriff with only a few assistants would have been entirely
inadequate.
The danger from invading Confederates was met by military forces. We may recall that in 1861
Union troops from Ohio gave aid to this area of the state. By 1863 federal troops were being
moved to the front of the war. It would require time to return them to the area.
It would have been unthinkable for the home front to be unguarded. Also women and children
would have found it difficult, if not impossible, to do all the work necessary for selfmaintenance.
Some men were too young and some were too old to go to war. Some had large families or
ailing members of the family.
Some were physically unable to endure the rigors of war. However, they could serve quite
adequately in the home guard and on the farm and in the many tasks that needed to be
performed.
The men in the militia were not a part of the regular army. There are very few records of
specific activities. We can assume that they did what their title indicates. They guarded the
home front. They maintained law and order. They did patrol duty, watched for suspicious
activities and reported them to the proper authority. They could take action against guerillas.
Six hundred eighty-five men joined the 141st State Militia in Jackson County. Several of them
joined the United States military forces.
By presenting the names of these men we can more clearly see the total involvement of all
persons in the Civil War.

One company of state militia was organized in the county in 1861. Eight companies were
formed in 1863 and one company was formed in 1863 and added to in 1863 and 1864.
The county-wide officers in the 141st State Militia in 1861 were as follows: Adjutant John
Flesher, Captains William K. Oldham and William H. Flesher, 1st Lieutenant George Gilpin and
2nd Lieutenants Robert Smith and William Smith. Organization took place in July.
CAPTAIN JOSEPH V. ROWLEY'S COMPANY was mustered at Ravenswood and Ripley in July and
August of 1861. Ninety-two men enrolled. They were as follows:
Ezra Anderson, M. C. Anderson, Sgt. James E. Bailey, Andrew Baker, John W. Hall, Samuel L.
Barbour, John Beachler, Mose Bishop, Franklin Blain, A. J. Bowen, Charles T. Boyd, James H.
Boyd, I. H. Carter, W. L. Carter, James E. Carver, B. S. Chevrount, Isaac Chevrount, John
Comston, Elias D. Conger, Matthew Crawford, John Daily, James R. Downs, Azariah Foster,
James W. Frumy, Edward C. Gardner, William Gardner, Jeremiah Gorrell, Thomas Gorrell, David
W. Gossett, Ben Hamilton, Charles Harpold.
John W. Hartshorn, Sgt. George W. Hawk, Van S. Hawk, Elijah Hill, D. P. Huff, John T. Huff, I. H.
Hughes, Hezekiah Jackson, D. P. James, Sgt. Daniel Kemp, Ephriam King, Samuel King, Jacob
Knapenburger, Ezra T. Lant, Elias Latham, Matthew Lathan, George Lent, Oscar N. Lent, Andrew
T. Lewis, John Lowery, Sgt. Uriah Lytle, Franklin Mason, Charles Mastersen, William May,
Thomas J. Phillips, Justice G. Postlewait, William Powers, James H. Price, George W. Quick,
Thomas Rairdon, Thomas D.Rankin.
James H. Rice, John Rice, John E. Riley, George W. Rogers, William Rogers, Grosvenor C. Rowley,
Charles Rude, John Sarfreed, Joseph Sarfreed, Henry Shafer, Thomas Shaver, William Shepard,
Sgt. Ashbel Sheppard, Abraham Shocky, Henry Shockey, John Shockey, Eliphalet Spencer, A.
Springer, Elisha Stevens, Sgt. James Stoops, Lewis Stoops, Chester S. Tinney, John M. Tinnan,
Robert A. West, Robert Wetzel, Martin Wetzel, Nekson C. White, George Woods, Lewis Young,
Peter Young.
(Note: Names were not always spelled the same as they are spelled today, i.e. Rairdon for
Rardin or Raredon. If they sound the same when pronounced, they are probably the same
person.)
In 1862 more men were appointed officers in the Jackson County Home Guard. The
commissions were to the following persons:

Colonel Charles Harpold; Lt. Colonels James Casto and John H. Riley; Senior Major C. H. Progler;
Jr. Major Newton Poling;
Captains Virgil S. Armstrong, Samuel Barber, John Jeffords, George W. Pfost, James L. Rollins
and A. C. Tidd;
1st Lieutenants A. G. Adams, James N. Casto, D. F. Garnes, Charles K. Gatchel, Martin V.
Goodwin, S. W. Harpold, A. K. Howard, John Love, Uriah Lytle, William H. Rawlings, John Riley
and W. H. Rollins.
2nd Lieutenants John Bishop, William Casto, James M. Dudgeon, Benjamin F. Duff, John Greene,
Francis Pfost, James Price, John W. Reed, Andrew Sayre and William Staats. Levi Moore was
promoted from 2nd lieutenant to 1st lieutenant.
In 1863 the following persons were commissioned 1st lieutenants: B. F. Casto, Franklin Garnes,
S. W. Harpold, James F. Hopkins, Thomas Johnson, William T. Ray and Robert Wetzel.
2nd lieutenants were Eli Simmons, H. H. Wilkinson and Gilbert Woodruff.
CAPTAIN ABRAHAM BIBEE'S COMPANY mustered July 19, 1863 at Cottageville, Jackson County,
W. Va. Joshua Wright was 2nd lieutenant. Other members of the company:
John Ankrum, John Bennett, Charles Baier; Alexander Blane, Charles Bradley, L. Francis Brown,
Christopher Click, Henry Click, George W. Coe, William B. Crawford, Thomas Cumpston, Sgt.
Jesse P. Custer, Esley Donahue, William Donahue, Alfred Douglas, Calvin Douglas, Hiram
Douglas, Mirandi Douglas, Reuben Douglas, Benjamin Emelton, John Eniler, George M. Gilpin,
Edward Greathouse, Edward Hartley, Harris H. Hayman.
J. M. Higgins, John S. Hoover, Milo Jones, Newport Jones, Samuel Jones, John A. Knopp, William
E. Lott, Spencer McKay, Joseph McKinley, Abraham McCoy, William McCoy, Edward Mason,
Rosalvo Miller, George W. Moffitt, John ? Moffitt, John L. Morrison, William L. Morrison, John
Orr, Calvin Pickens, John W. Pickens, Jeremiah Powell, James F. Reed, John L. Rine, Michael
Rine, Jonah Rousch.
William H. Rule, Robert F. Sayre, William Sayers, James W. Shields, Salathiel Shields, Thomas
Smith, Phineas Stanley, Samuel Stout, Charles Thornton, Henry Thornton, Sanford Thorn,
Charles Warth, George Warth, Samuel Webster, Ira Wedge, Alexander Wheeler, Michael R.
Wiblin, IV B. Wilcoxin, George M. Williamson, J. C. Williamson, John Woods, Thomas C. Woods,

John Wooley.
CAPTAIN NICHOLAS CASTO'S COMPANY from Washington District:
Charles Board, John M. Bradley, Robert H. Bradley; Charles Casto, Charles H. Casto, David L.
Casto, Edward Casto, Elias Casto, George Casto, Cpl. Jacob Casto, Sgt. James C. Casto, Job Casto,
Joel Casto, John M. D. Casto, Jonathan H. Casto, Martin Casto, S. L. Casto.
Wiley Casto, Wilson C. Casto, David Coole, John Corder, W P. Cunningham, Sgt. Sandusky
Harpold, J. Kirley, Abraham Litton, Alexander Litton, Alfred Litton, John D. Litton, John H. Litton,
Perry Marks, Morris T. Fields, Francis M. Pfost, C. S. Randolph, Hiram L. Randolph.
John W. Randolph, Andrew Rhodes, George W. Rhodes Cp. J.C.M. Rhodes, M. B. Rhodes,
Lulalen Rhodes; Murphey D. Rhodes, Robert Rhodes, Solomon D. Rhodes, William D. Rhodes,
Sgt. A. J. Shafer, Cpl. Enoch Staats, Isaac Staats, Sgt. Henry C. Thomas, Granville Tolley, Sgt.
Samuel P. Tolley, Andrew Westfall.
CAPTAIN WILLIAM JOHNSON'S COMPANY— Mustered on July 20, 1863, at Hemlock.
1st Cpl. Bicknel Anderson, Sgt. Charles Anderson, Charles Anderson, Jacob Balser, Jr., James
Balser, Gideon Calvert, Aaron Cennett, Perry Coe, 3rd Cpl. James Crawford, 4th Sgt. Richard
Dugan, Jeremiah Gorrell, Draper Goff.
Hugh Hamilton, John Hughes, Sgt. Judson Hughes, Henry Isenhour, Jacob Isenhour, Jacob Kneff,
James Latham, William F. Latham, James Lynch, James Lytle, Spl. Solomon McCawley, Jacob
McGlothlin.
Thomas McGlothlin, Robert Pickens, James Rice, 2nd Sgt. Levi Rollings, Lewis Russell, Augustus
Straight, Joseph Varner, James M. Ward, 2nd Cpl. Loson Williams, John Wise, Thomas Wise.
CAPTAIN GEORGE W. MOFFITT had nine men in his company. They mustered at Cottageville in
August, 1863.
1st Cpl. George W. Coe, 2nd Sgt. Jesse Crawford, 4th Sgt. Alfred Douglas, John D. Greathouse,
Spencer H. Hayman, 5th Sgt. J. H. Higgins, 2nd Col. Nathan Parr, William Shields, Friend
Williamson.
CAPTAIN HENRY C. HUNTER'S COMPANY — Mustered in Jackson County on August 1, 1863.

Fifty-four of the seventy-eight men were drafted.
John Anderson, George W. Boggess, Andrew J. Bumgardner, John Bumgardner, William
Bumgardner, Charles H. Casto, David L. Casto, George Casto, Francis M. Cleek, Perry C. Cleek,
William Coomes, Isaac Counts, O. M. Crow, Nathan Cunningham, William P. Cunningham,
Benjamin L. Duff, Sgt. Charles E. Duff, George Duff, Henry Dooley, James Fields, James Fisher,
Leonard Fisher, Maior Fletcher, Reece Fields, William Fields.
Tapley Garnes, Charles L. Garrett, Alexander Good, C. L. Good, Jacob Good, Jeremiah Good,
Thomas Good, Leonard Green, Andrew Hammond, James M. Harper, Franklin B. Harrison,
Reuben Harrison, Andrew Haynes, George Haynes, J. W. Haynes, James Haynes, John S.
Hoffman, Andrew J. Hunter, Lewis Jones, Marion Jones, Joseph Kiser, Joseph R. Riser, John W.
Lanham, William R. Lanham, Andrew J. Miller.
Alfred Parsons, John Parsons, John Parsons, Jr., John Parsons, Sr., William Parsons, Jr., William
Parsons, Sr., William J. Parsons, James Presley, George Rader, Andrew Ray, Francis M. Ray,
Joseph M. Ray, William Ray, Jr., William Ray, Sr., William J. Ray, Sylvester Scarbrough,
Henderson Shaver, Andrew Short, John Siders, Franklin Skeen, Samuel Smith, Simon Smith,
William Smith, Peter Thomas, Jr., Peter Thomas, Sr., Peter P. Thomas, John Wimes.
CAPTAIN GEORGE KING'S COMPANY of 141st Jackson County Militia mustered on July 20th,
1863 at Jackson Court House, Jackson County, W. Va. William R. Chancey was 2nd lieutenant of
the company. Enlistees were as follows:
J. A. Armstrong, Sgt. J. L. Armstrong, Ezekial Boice, Martin Boice, John Carnagan, D. W. Casto,
John J. Chase, Jr., James Crawford, John Crawford, William Crawford, William P. Cunningham, S.
G. Evans, J. Ewing, John Ferguson, Eugene Filean, James A. Greer, Sgt. Thomas Harper.
Edward Lytle, J. P McGrew, Sgt. Robert McGuire, F. L. Morris, Armstrong Parsons, Marcus
Parsons, Berry Price, J. W. Rader, William H. Rader, C. R. Rhodes, C. T. Rhodes, D. D. Rhodes,
Elijah Rice, Waldo Riley, George Sanford, Jr., Charles Sayre, N. S. Sayre.
N. S. Sayre, John Slaughter, Matthew Smarr, C.C. Smith, J. S. Smith, E. E. Starcher, R. E. Starcher,
William A. Starcher, Elias Stone, J. M. Straily, N. S. Thomas, Elisha Walton, D. D. Wetzek, G. J.
Wetzel.
CAPTAIN J. A. PROCTOR'S COMPANY mustered in July and August 1863. The members of this
company were as follows:

2nd Lt. H. H. Wilkinson, J. L. Anderson, Andrew Baker, Bennett Bare, George Barnhart, Jacob
Barnhart, James Barnhart, Henry Bergo, Cpl. Morgan Blackburn, Elias Bowen, F. F. Fleming,
Jesse Gander, John Gander, James Gibbs, Jesse Hanshaw, Henry Harpold.
David P. Hoff, Robert King, John Knight, James R. Kouns, Adley McKinley, Charles Masterson,
Samuel Maxwell, Adam Noah, Jackson Palmer, W. Scott Proctor, Charles Ranchy, Dewitt
Rardon, James Rardon, S. C. Rardon, James H. Rice, 1st Sgt. John W. Rice.
Martin Riser, J. B. Roberts, Samuel W. Roberts, Anthony Rock, John Rudman, Isaac Safreed, G.
D. Smith, Hiram Sommerville, Albert G. Thomas, Alexander Vernoy, Josiah West, Webster West,
Samuel Woods, William C. Woods.
CAPTAIN JOHN H. RILEY'S COMPANY—of the 141st Militia was mustered on July 23, 1863. Fiftyseven Jackson County men joined this company. It appears that most of these men were from
Given or the vicinity thereof. Enlisted men were as follows:
James N. Bowles, Joseph H. Bowles, Amos Boswell, John R. Brotherton, Elmore H. Casto, George
N. Casto, George R. Casto, George M. Casto, John R. Casto, Robert Casto, David Cochran, John
Davis, James Davis, George Davis, William Davis, Robert H. Deweese, Hugh J. Dilliam, Robert M.
Duffield, Alfred Flesher.
William Foglesong, Andrew F. Gillaspie, Amos Gordon, George Hamilton, Sgt. John W. Harpold,
George W. Hickle, Asher F. Hogsett, Abraham Kessel, Elmore Kessel, Jabel L. Kessel, James M.
Kessel, William A. Kessel, John R. King, Austin Livingston, Samuel A. McCarty, John Moore,
Samuel Moore, Granville Morrison. Charles Parsons.
Henry Parsons, John N. Parsons, Travis Parsons. Washington Parsons, George S. Pringle, James
P. Rhodes, Charles B. Scott, Robert W. Scott, Sgt. Eli Simmons, Jesse N. Simmons, Thomas Simmons, Samuel Simpson, Sgt. Archibald Skidmore, Samuel Starcher, Frederick Stone, Thomas
Stout, Wilson Stout, Mason C. Wolf, Nehemiah Wolf.
CAPTAIN JOHN M. BURDETTE'S COMPANY — Mustered on July 20, 1863 and consisted of thirtytwo men. Gilbert Woodruff was 2nd lieutenant. The enlistees were as follows:
James Brown, George H. Bush, Jacob Byers, Charles Carter, Powhatan Carter, James Crum, John
Cunningham, Michael Gillaspie, Peter Herdman, Jacob Kay.

Francis King, William H. King, James McKown, John M. Miller, James K. Parsons, 5th Sgt. E. M.
Porter, Able Sayre, Daniel Sayre, Sgt. D. B. Sayre, Ephriam Sayre.
Franklin Sayre, George Sayre, George W. Sayre. 4th Sgt. Joel Sayre, T. B. V. Sayre, Alfred A.
Shinn, George W. Shinn, 3rd Sgt. William Shinn, John L. R. Staats, 1st Sgt. Lewis Staats.
CAPTAIN GEORGE L. KENNEDY'S COMPANY volunteered at various times in 1863, 1864 and
1865. Kennedy-mustered at Wheeling in August, 1863. George W. Staats, formerly of the 4th
West Virginia Infantry, was 1st lieutenant in this company. The 1863 recruits were as follows:
George S. Arnold, Louis A. Arnold, Addison Barringer, L. D. Barris, Thomas Birch, Lafayette Boso,
Alexander Burditt, Franklin Congrove, William Cowen, Oliver H. Cox.
Dallas J. Dewitt, Sgt. Henry S. Dewitt, James D. Dewitt, Elijah Derenberger, John W. Harpold,
Sgt. Henry Hicks, John N. Mills, Cossins M. Morehouse, Adam Nohe, Robert Ogle.
George Rile. James M. Seals, William Sherman, Samuel Summerville, Samuel Talbot, Ralph
Thomas, Columbus Whitehead, C. M, Williamson.
The recruits of 1864 were as follows:
Samuel Barnhart, James Bibbee, Wornick Bibbee, Mansfield Bonnett, A. K. Boon, Nathan Boon.
L. D. Branon, Ellis Burch, Samuel Carmicle, Charles Casto, Elias Casto, John M. D. Casto, S. T.
Casto, Samuel D. Casto, James M. Chevrount. William Chevrount, James M. Clevenger, John M.
Clifford, James Cochran, Josiah Coon, William Cossin, John Cotteral, John Davis, Nimrod
Dawson, Robert M. Duffield, Narney Duffy.
Joseph Duffy, F. M. Ellison, Nathan Ellison, J. H. Ewing, William Fugate, E. C. Gardner, Granville
Goldsmith, John Green, Lyman Hall, Henry Hickle, G. W. Hickle, George W. Hicks, Thomas
Hughes, T. R. Jackson, Warren Kay, E. D. W. King, John Knight, Alexander Litton, John J. Litton,
Isaac Lockhart, James Lynch, A. G. Lyton, J. C. McGrew, Joseph Mairs, Henry Oshe, William
Oshe, Elias Parmer.
Charles Parsons, Isaiah Parsons, Travis Parsons, Isaac Rardon, J. C. M. Rhodes, S. D. Rhodes,
Millard F. Riley, William S. Riley, Isaac Safreed, Layfayette Sayre, Philip Shatto, Albert W. Staats,
Isaac Staats, Joseph Staats, William Staats, Elisha Stephens, William Stephens, Hiram
Sommerville, Samuel Sommerville. Samuel P. Tolley, Enoch Unrue, Isiah Unrue, Cornelius
Vannoy, Josiah West, Jacob Wetzel. Lewis Wetzel.

Fourteen more men joined Captain Kennedy's company in 1865. They included the following:
William R. Anderson, William Naker, F. M. Boice, Jacob Cossin, Irian Bobbins, Lyman Hall, F. M.
Lyons, Uriah Lyttle, S. A. McCarty, Jesse McPherson, John Orr, John W. Rice, Franklin Smith,
Thomas B. West.
The following men from the above company volunteered in the U. S. service in February, 1863:
L. D. Barnes, A. K. Boon, Nathan Boon, L. D. Brannon, Ellis Burch, Samuel Carmichle, James M.
Chevrount. William Chevrount, James M. Clevenger.
John M. Clifford, Franklin Congrove, William Cowan, Henry Dewitt, James D. Dewitt, E. C.
Gardner, John Green, George W. Hicks, J. C. McGrew.
Elias Parmer, Isaac Rardon, Millard F. Riley, Isaac Safreed, Lafayette Sayre, William Staats.
Samuel Summerville, Jacob Wetzel, Lewis Wetzel.
By special order No. 36 dated May 16, 1865, the captain was ordered to reduce his company to
45 men. All others were to be discharged. The captain complied with this order on May 20.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV 2017)

Jackson Countians Voted for Lincoln
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, December 23, 1977)

Robert S. Brown, born in 1828, was reared on a farm in Brooke County. He attended local
schools and later Bethany College. He became a lawyer and commenced his practice in Roane
and Wirt counties. Mr. Brown was elected and re-elected as prosecuting attorney of Wirt
County. On October 2, 1849, Miss Anna Wells, of Ravenswood became his bride. She was the
daughter of Ephriam Wells who had purchased, in 1835, a large acreage from an heir of George
Washington. Much of the tract lies in present Ravenswood. Robert S. Brown later purchased a
considerable portion of the Wells land. Several of his descendants now live in Ravenswood.

Mr. Brown was elected judge of the Tenth Judicial Circuit of West Virginia and took office on
January 1, 1869. His circuit was composed of the counties of Jackson, Roane, Calhoun and
Gilmer.
Robert S. Brown was chosen elector for the Third Congressional District in 1864. In the National
Union Convention, which met at Baltimore on June 8, 1864 to nominate a president and vicepresident, the new state of West Virginia had ten delegates. They cast their entire vote for
Abraham Lincoln as president and Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, as vice-president.

The presidential election was held on November 8, 1864.
Mr. Lincoln was not at all certain of the outcome of the election. Union battles had not been
outstandingly successful. There were those who wanted to see the war ended regardless of the
outcome. Other reasons for uncertainty were dissatisfaction with the draft and bitterness about
the treatment of Union soldiers in Confederate prisons. It was not until the war had been
ended for a considerable time that it was realized that Union prisons were often death traps
also.
Between the time of his nomination and the election the Union had some military successes.
Other developments came about that enhanced his chances.
According to West Virginia historian James M. Callahan, Jackson County voters cast 760 votes
for Abraham Lincoln and 190 votes for George B. McClellan. (The latter part in the Civil War in
West Virginia was mentioned in Jackson County History Articles on May 6, and June 10, 1977).
Callahan listed forty-eight counties in West Virginia at that time. No vote was listed for fourteen
of these counties and no vote was listed for McClellan in ten of the remaining thirty-four
counties. The total vote in the state was 23,228 for Lincoln and 10,487 for McClellan.
It appears that all eleven newspapers of the state supported President Lincoln. Jackson
County's first and only newspaper, The Virginia Chronicle, had been destroyed by Confederate
troops under General Jenkins. Newspapers published near Jackson County were Parkersburg
Gazette, Point Pleasant Register and Charleston Republican.
The vote of neighboring counties is listed here:
Jackson-Lincoln 760, McClellan 190; Kanawha-Lincoln 1421, McClellan 26; Mason-Lincoln 1346,
McClellan 136: Putnam-Lincoln 388, McClellan 109; Roane-Lincoln 275, McClellan 31; WirtLincoln 262, McClellan 209; Wood-Lincoln 1496, McClellan 591.
Complete national election returns gave Lincoln a 2,203,831 popular vote to 1,797,019 for
McClellan or a majority of 506,812. The electoral vote was 212 for President Lincoln and 21 for
General McClellan.
President Lincoln's reelection indicated to the South that Northern voters supported his
conduct of the war and that it would be continued. This was a disappointment to them and
banished hopes for an immediate end to the war.

There had been problems of great magnitude facing the president. A picture taken at his first
inauguration and compared with one taken at the second one shows that he had aged
enormously during these four years.
Lincoln's second inaugural took place on March 4, 1865. On the morning of that day it was
raining. But at 1 p.m. when the president rose to deliver his inaugural address outside the
Capitol, the sun burst through the lowering clouds so suddenly that Lincoln later confessed. "It
made my heart jump".
It has been said that in his entire career Abraham Lincoln never spoke words more
characteristic, nor more beautiful. His address was short and can be written on one page of
typewriter paper.
Three quotations are here taken from his address:
"On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to
an impending civil war. All dreaded it—all sought to avert it.
"Neither party expected for the war, the magnitude, or the duration which it has already
attained. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both
read the same Bible and pray to the same God. The prayers of both could not be answered..."
“Fondly do we hope-fervently do we pray-that this scourge of war speedily pass away. Yet, if
God wills that it continue, until all wealth piled by the bondsmen a hundred and fifty years of
unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn by the lash shall be paid by
another drawn by the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
With malice toward none, with charity for all; with firmness in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for
him who shall have borne the brunt of the battle and for his widows and his orphans—to do all
which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations."
In the magazine section of the May 8, 1977 issue of the Charleston Gazette-Mail, Henry Steele
Commager presented an article entitled "Our Greatest Presidents." Mr. Commager is an
instructor at Amherst College, author of forty books on American History and a trustee of the
United States Historical Society, Richmond. Va.

The Society had recently asked historians at 100 colleges and universities to list the ten greatest
of our 38 presidents. Lincoln was the only one who was a unanimous choice. He was followed
closely by Washington and Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson,
Jackson (for whom Jackson County was named) crowded closely behind. Truman stood higher
than any of F.D.R.'s successors. These eight were the only presidents who commanded more
than half of the votes.
The article stated that there were five common denominators used to judge the presidents.
They are too lengthy to list here. But there was one standard considered to be greater than the
others. All the great presidents were men of principle, prepared to sacrifice popularity to what
they thought was right.
President Lincoln was dead forty-two days after his second inauguration.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

Surrender At Appomattox
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
Originally published in the Jackson Herald January 6, 1978

At the time of President Lincoln's second inaugural on March 4, 1865, it was already apparent
that the war between the states would soon end.
On April 9, following, General Robert E. Lee surrendered his army to General Ulysses S. Grant at
McClean House, near Appomattox, Virginia.
Grant's terms to the beaten foe were extremely generous. He released Lee and his army on
their own honor, issued rations to the starving soldiers of the South, and told the cavalry they
might keep their horses to use for the spring plowing.
The two armies camped; many in pistol shot of each other. After the first day the troops freely
mingled. The hungry Confederates were anxious to trade or sell their money and the Yankees
were willing to buy it for souvenirs. As soon as they received greenbacks in exchange, they
visited the sutlers' wagons on the Union side of the line (which in some mysterious way had
kept up with the rapid advance of the army) purchasing tobacco and food. The Southern
soldiers had nothing to eat for several days.
There were well over one hundred thousand Union and Confederate troops in this last
campaign of the war. Among the West Virginia troops present were those commanded by
Brigadier General Thomas Harris of Glenville and Harrisville and those commanded by Major
General John W. Turner. The 11th West Virginia Infantry was included in these. For Jackson
County Men in this unit see articles of August 5 and 12, 1977.
Other West Virginia units of the Union army seeing the final hours of the Confederacy were the
7th, 10th, 12th and 15th Infantry and the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd cavalry.
The 3rd West Virginia Cavalry was commanded by Major John S. Witcher. For Jackson County
men in this unit see article of September 16, 1977. It appears from information at hand that
Major General George A. Custer was active in the cavalry in this campaign. The story of the
Battle of Little Big Horn in Montana in 1876 is familiar to many persons.
The 17th Virginia Cavalry was also present. For Jackson County Confederates in this unit see
article of September 9, 1977.

General Robert E. Lee's farewell to his men of the Northern Army of Virginia was sent from
headquarters on April 10, 1865. The letter follows:
"After four years of arduous service marked by unsurpassed courage and fortitude the Army of
Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and resources, I need
not tell the brave survivors of so many hard fought battles who have remained steadfast to the
last that I have consented to this result from no distrust of them.
But feeling that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that would compensate for the
loss that would have attended the continuance of the contest, I determined to avoid the
sacrifice of those whose past services have endeared them to their countrymen.
By the terms of the agreement officers and men can return to their homes and remain until
exchanged. You will take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness of
duty faithful performed, and I earnestly pray that a merciful God will extend to you his blessing
and protection.
With an increasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your country and a grateful
remembrance of your kind and generous consideration of myself, I bid all an affectionate
farewell."
The letter was signed, of course, by General Robert E. Lee.
It is said that tears came to the eyes of many of the men when they bid him farewell. When
trouble between the states began, General Lee had been offered the command of the United
States Army. A Virginian by birth, he refused the offer and resigned from the United States
Army. Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy, was well aware of Lee's military genius
and named him his military advisor and gave him the rank of general. Before the war ended
General Lee was made chief general of the Confederate armies.
Robert E. Lee graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1929 with
high honors. Three years after his graduation from West Point, Lee married a greatgranddaughter of George Washington's wife. They lived at Arlington, Virginia. Arlington
National Cemetery, across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., surrounds the Lee
mansion.
He participated in the Mexican War, 1846-1848, as a captain and distinguished himself as an
engineer. Near the end of this war he was promoted to colonel. From 1852 to 1854 he was
superintendent of the military academy at West Point.
In August, 1865, Lee became president of Washington College, at Lexington, Va. The name of
the school was later changed to Washington and Lee University as a way of honoring this highly

esteemed Virginian. His health began to fail in early 1870 and he died on October 12 of that
year. He was buried in the college chapel.
They Did Not Come Home
Sixty-two Jackson County men did not come home at the end of the Civil War. Fifty-two Union
soldiers and ten Confederate soldiers died during their service in the war.
Union men killed in action:
Daniel S. Cumpston, Col. Daniel Frost, Elijah Hill, James Merriman, Thomas McPherson, Capt.
Finley D. Ong, James Parsons, Daniel W. Pringle, Nathan Shinn, John Tolley.
Confederates killed in action: Strother Hartley, Ezra Sayre, Col. F. F. Smith.
Union men wounded in action, died: Willia C. Burdette, Matthew Carpenter, Martin Douglas,
Richard Greathouse, Albert Park, Benjamin Rhodes, Thomas Wise, Jackson Clem.
Confederates wounded in action, died: William McGuire, Hiram Monroe, Nathan J. Slaven.
Union men prisoners of war, died: Jacob Balzer, Isaac N. Clem, George Derenberger, Theodore
K. Mahan, Charles Painter, Sgt. Jeremiah Smith.
Union men who died of disease: Jabez Ball, Wesley Barnes, Sanford Boyce, Simeon T. Cook,
Hannibal Derenberger, Martin V. Hammock, Henry Hill, Alexander Justice, Samuel Lockhart,
John McKown, William H. Parr, George W. Priddy, William Rardin, Jacob Rhodes, James Savage,
Thomas Shaver, Marcellus Stout, William Vandine, Benjamin F. White, David Sayre.
Confederates who died of disease: Perry G. Evans, William K. Park, John G. Smith, James H.
Trotter.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

After The War Ended
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, January 13, 1978)

Quite a few men who served in the Civil War from other states came to Jackson County during
the years after the war ended. Some of the names are listed here. The names are from the Blue
and Gfray Reunions of 1899, 1911, and 1924. Others are from pension lists, obituaries and
biographies. The names have not been checked against the official records in the appropriate
states but are more than likely correct.

The location in which the veteran lived as designated by the post office at which he received his
mail is here given. The number of post offices were at a peak at this time because Rural Free
Delivery was not established until 1896. By 1917, the service had been extended to most rural
areas.
The military unit in which the men served has been abbreviated. For example—"F-180 Ohio I"

means that the service was in Company F, 180th Ohio Infantry. "I-16 Pa. CV" indicates that the
service was in Company I, 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry volunteers.
Although Belleville is in Wood County and Garfield is in Wirt County, Jackson County citizens
living near these boundary lines did receive mail from these locations.
The reader will soon see that a majority of the veterans came from the state of Ohio. Others
came from Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, New York and
Pennsylvania.
Many of them or their descendants became prominent in the affairs of the county. There are
others whose surnames have not been heard for many years.
OUT-OF-STATE CIVIL WAR VETERANS
Beattysville—Richard J. Armstrong F-180Ohio I; Alfred Peppers G-186 Ohio I; Alexander Sands
G-186 Ohio I; Daniel S. Williams A-77 Ohio I.
Belleville—Howard Calwill, D-2 Ohio CV.
Cottageville—Joseph T. Burns 1-62 Pa. I; Henry Coonrod H-12 Ohio I; David Gruber I-40 Ohio I;
David Isnifer F-40 Ohio I; Ira Rhodes E-39 Ohio I; George W. Tribett B-63 Ohio I.
Chases's Mill—Granville Sharp G-141 Ohio I.
Crow Summitt—William A. Harper B-77 Ohio I; John J. Peden B-36 Ohio I, James G. Pratt G-39
Ohio I.
Duncan—Nelson D. Warfield I-20 Ohio I.
Edgar—Charles H. Lee G-30 Ohio I; Adam Wandling C-63 Ohio I.
Evans—Solomon S. Boyer H-58 Ohio I.
Fairplain—William Woodruff H-73 Ohio I.
Frozen Camp—John S. Black H-73 Ohio I; Martin Hickman E-27 Ohio I; John J. Miller G-33 Ohio I.

Garfield—Artimus Cooper B-53 Ky. I; William Cooper E-22 Ky. I; Andrew J. Palmer C-36 Ohio I.
Grasslick—John W. Nichols A-2 Maine C; Francis Walker K-39 Ohio I.
Jackson C.H. (Ripley) — James H. Black H-7 Ohio CV, Also Ravenswood; Samuel J. Brooks I-25
Ohio I; Lt. Rezin H. Ball D-92 Ohio I; John W. Carel F-63 Ohio I; Benjamin Cunningham H-7
Indiana L't. Art'y.; Elias A. Cunningham D-141 Ohio I; Aaron Dailey F-Ohio I; Charles Edwards FOhio I; John Hargrave D-8 Minnesota I; John M. Lewis 12Pa.- ; Daniel Ludwig C-116 Ohio I;
Enoch R. McDonough E-7 Iowa I; David S. Morgan K-7-Ohio I; Capt. Summerfield Thomas G-70
Indiana- ; Joab Morris G-13-I; William Quincey E-75 Ohio I; Marvin Waterman E-23 Ohio I; John
Weimer (Wimer) I-16 Pa. CV.
Leroy—Charles W. Barnes D-92 Ohio I; William Brooks A-170 Ohio I; Samuel Leeper K-170 Ohio
I; Bub Miller H-23 Ohio I.
Limestone Hill—Elisha Archer G-66 Ohio I; John W. Archer G-176 Ohio I.
Lockhart—Peter Archer G-176 Ohio I; Vincent Archer G-66 Ohio l; William H. Beymer I-25 Ohio
I; Ethan Ellis K-2 Ohio Hv'y Art'y Also Medina; William Grandon G-186 Ohio I; Mariman Hupp I20 Ohio I; Levi Linicorn G-62 Ohio I; Joseph Morrison G-176 Ohio I; Michael N. Peters G-185
Ohio I; John A. Robinson G-176 OhioI; Charles Smith A-25 Ohio I; Nelson D. Warfield 1-20 Ohio I
Also Duhcan.
Lone Cedar—Isaac M. Wallace A-80 Ohio I.
Marshall—John J. Miller G-33 Ohio I Also Frozen Camp.
Mentor—J. H. Campbell B-4 Pa. CV.
Meadowdale—Enos Jones D-18 Ohio I; Clark M. Horner G-79 Ohio I; Sylvester Miller I-23 Ohio I;
David H. Sarver B-75 Ohio I.
Medina—Samuel McBride I-20 Ohio I Also Ravenswood.
Millwood—Robert F. Sayre B-92 Ohio I; D. S. Slaughter -13 Ohio I.
Murraysville—Cpl. John W. Holley 1st Detch-7 Ohio Bt'y; Jacob Mosley I-94 N.Y, I; Charles C.
Wright H-126 N.Y. VI.

Muses Bottom—Steven A. West G-77 Ohio I.
Neptune—Louis Bing A-116 Ohio I; John H. Delaney D-43 Ohio I.
Nesselrode—James Dotson H-39 Ohio I Also Willowdale; Andrew W. Wallis H-25 Ohio I.
Odaville—Jacob Hurd E-116 Ohio I; Nathan Moore G-110 Ohio I; Benjamin Robinson F-36 Ohio I;
Benjamin Weekley I-62 Ohio I Also Ravenswood.
Philo—Daniel McCollins 1-77 Ohio I.
Pleasant View —Enoch Thomas, B-100 Pa. I; Levi Swartwood K-l Ohio Art'y.
Ravenswood—Aaron Batton C-92 Ohio I; E. Boyd A-17 Pa. CV; George W. Brooks A-170 Ohio IV
widow; Z. T. Chambers A-61 Pa. I; James W. Davis C-18 Ohio I; Alexander W. Donelson E-4 Pa. C;
John C. Edwards 1-66 Ohio I; William A. Ent Mildes 26th Indiana Batt'y; John Franklin H-18 Ohio
I; John H. Gardner B-15 Indiana I; Prescott B. Gibbs K-39 0hio I; Sgt. Oliver Givens D-92 Ohio I;
David E. Harris K-45 Pa. I; Brown Hendershot E-77 Ohio I; George A. Houston A-28 Ohio I;
William A. Holland C-77 Ohio I; Cyrus Jarrett 1-179 Ohio I Also Topins Grove; John Kennedy I-27
Ohio I; Henry Keyes C-38 Ohio I; Cpl. Joseph M. Lyons B-96 Ohio I; Samuel MeBride 1-20 Ohio I
Also Medina; Joseph McPherson K-186 Ohio I; Robert Moran G-176 Ohio I; John A. Neff Indiana
Batt'y; James G. Pratt H-139 Ohio I, Also Crow Summit; Daniel B. Rice H-193 Ohio I; Samuel Tidd
A-116 Ohio I; Daniel Riel H-193 Ohio I; Clark Winters I-194 Ohio I; Warner M. Yates A-43 Ohio I;
J. M. White I-20 Ohio I.
Red Knob—W. B. Crihfield G-14 Ohio I.
Rockcastle—Thomas H. Snider D-73 Ohio I; Sgt. Samuel L. Balch K-7 Ohio H'vy Art'y.
Sandy(ville)—James L. Sheppard C-11 Maryland I; John P. Stutsman H-53 Ohio I; Henry Sutton
H-25 Ohio I; John Thomas -176 Ohio I.
School House—James L. Abbott K-187 Ohio I; James Donahue I-75 Ohio I; George W. Whitney 137 N.Y. I.
Sherman—Ackerson Archer G-176 Ohio I; Flanders P. Cline A-170 Ohio I; Theodore P. Cline A187 Ohio I; William Delaney E-194 Ohio I; Carey Hupp E-92 Ohio I; Charles Morehouse 1-35

Ohio I.
Silverton—J. Cephas Archer 1-20 Ohio I; David Dopp I-26 N.Y. CV; John A. Houston I-25 Ohio I;
William C. Leonard F. 85 Pa. I; George Miller G-186 Ohio I; Mordecai Moors B-128 Indiana
(Morris?); John J. Peden B-36 Ohio I Also Crow Summit.
Skull Run—Casius McMorehouse I-36 Ohio I.
Statts Mill—Alexander F. Southall B-13 Ohio C; David Young 1-7 Ohio C.
Topins Grove—Peter Bever 116 Ohio I; Capt. Samuel Fulton A-77 Ohio I; Oliver C. Gaston F-39
0hio I; William Jordan G-63 Ohio I; James M. Ross A-36 Ohio I.
Wilding—Abraham Linscott B11 Illinois; Anthony W. Linscott B-11 Illinois; Thomas Masters C161 Ohio I; Francis M. Stephens C-92 Ohio I; Okey Woodman F-116 Ohio I.
Willowdale—John W. Conner 55 Illinois I; James Dotson H-39 Ohio I Also Nesselrode.
Wiseburg —Samuel P. Chesire I-62 Ohio I; James F. Farley I-176 Ohio I; Joseph Kelbaugh F-20
Ohio I.
The "Civil War In Jackson County" will conclude next week.
(Reprinted courtesy Jackson Newspapers, Ripley, WV, 2017)

After The War Was Over
By: Corinne Staats Fisher
(Originally published in The Jackson Herald, January 20, 1978)

(NOTE: This is the final article by Mrs. Fisher on the Civil War. Thanks to Jackson Newspapers,
Ripley, WV for allowing the Jackson County Historical Society to add these great articles to our
website.)
Within a month after the surrender of General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox, all other
Confederate military units had surrendered also. Soldiers from both sides began to return
home. Time was needed to complete arrangements for the orderly disposal of men and
materials. Because of this the last of the fighting men were not released until fall.
The Southerners had to contend with a great amount of destruction in several of their home
states. They also found it necessary to reorganize some of their methods in farming. Border
states, of which West Virginia was one, had the problem of uniting men who had fought in
opposing forces. It has been stated that this problem was not of great magnitude in Jackson
County or in the state of West Virginia. It was a severe and long lasting problem in the nation.
It was a great relief to the war weary veterans and members of their families to be together
again. It was not long after these happy reunions when it was realized that there was much
work to be done. Those that came home in early summer were happy to do their part in the
planting, care and harvesting of crops. Much in the way of repair of buildings, fences and
equipment needed to be done.
PENSIONS
Some of the veterans had been physically disabled and were limited in their ability to do the
work they had previously been able to do. By 1883 there were 128 persons receiving pensions
in Jackson County. Three were veterans and eleven were widows of veterans of the War of
1812. Ten were widows and three were mothers of veterans of the Civil War. The remaining
were the one hundred and one who had fought in that war.
Of the Civil War veterans receiving pensions in 1883, the highest pension was that of Granville
Beverlin who lived near Kenna. He had lost a leg during the war. Others, according to pension
records, had received gunshot wounds in their arms, legs, lungs, head, thigh and hips. Others

had diseased lungs, hearts, bowels and eyes.
Although their disabilities were similar, Confederate veterans did not receive pensions. Three
examples of serious injuries of Confederate veterans follows: A. H. Casto lost his leg at the
battle of Cedar Creek. He later became a doctor and practiced medicine at Sandyville. George
Crow, Sr. received four wounds in one battle—three in the face, destroying his jaw bone, and
one in the knee. Major N. W. Wheeler received a type of injury not previously mentioned. He
received a spinal injury resultant from a blow on the head with a saber. He was not able to put
any weight on his feet for many years. He did not serve from Jackson County but he did marry a
Jackson County girl and had relatives at Mt. Alto. He lived across the river from Ravenswood at
Portland, Ohio.
A group of Jackson County veterans not previously mentioned in this series of articles were the
eight men who served in the 10th West Virginia Infantry. Some of them came to Jackson County
after the war ended. They were as follows:
Sgt. Isaac M. Adams, William Angus, Andrew J. Board, Ralph S. Morgan, George W. Raines,
William E. Silcott, John G. Webb, William F. Barker.
George Raines was one of those receiving a pension in 1883. He received serious injuries in
1864 in the battle of Winchester.
MISCELLANEOUS
In April, 1890, N.W. Riley, of Ripley, was appointed Federal Adjutant General of the Grand Army
of the Republic, Department of West Virginia. A federal census of veterans was taken in that
year.
Nancy McCord, widow of Arthur McCord, was the last widow to receive a Civil War pension in
Jackson County. She died in March, 1963, at the age of 91 years.
George S. M. King was sheriff of the county during the war. He began his term in 1860 and
served until 1868.
REUNIONS OF THE BLUE AND GRAY
Two Jackson County newspaper reports indicate that the Blue and Gray reunions started here
in 1889. The organization held meetings at Ravenswood, Ripley and Spencer. Both Union and

Confederate veterans participated in the event. Visitors from other states and other counties in
West Virginia also attended.
One of these reunions was held in Ravenswood on August 25, 1899. According to a newspaper
announcement of the time the reunion had been scheduled to be held "in the pine grove a mile
below Belleville." This announcement also indicated that "Congressman Freer is one of the
speakers advertised. The member of the Ravenswood uniformed rank of K and P will give the
drill for which they were awarded $100 at Sistersville..."
The Jackson Herald of August 25, 1899 had the following report:
THE SOLDIERS REUNION
Brief Report of Proceedings and Complete Roster of the Attending Braves.
Considering the short notice Ravenswood had no cause for complaint in the matter of
attendance at the re-union last week, while the visitors had much (to say) to commend
Ravenswood in the successful effort to make their sojourn pleasant.
The meeting was on the Fitzhugh lot—-now owned by George Fleming—where a platform and
seats had been provided.
Among those taking part in the program on Thursday afternoon were Professor Wood, Mr. J. A.
Mclntosh and Congressman Freer. At eight in the evening the K of P went through their drill,
which was followed by campfire.
One hundred ninety nine were listed as those attending. Thirteen were visitors from Ohio
towns along the river. Sixteen were Confederate veterans. Fourteen were young men who had
recently returned from the Spanish American war. Thirteen were veterans who had served in
other states but were then living in Jackson County. The remaining 116 were Union men who
lived in Jackson County.
There are two reports from the three day Blue and Gray Reunion in August of 1911. It was held
at Ripley.
A portion of The Mountaineer report was as follows:
Groups of veterans and their friends began to arrive on the evening train, Tuesday, and by

eleven o'clock Thursday the crowd was estimated at 4,000 to 5,000. Had the train service been
reasonably good, at least another thousand would have attended. People from every section of
the state could be seen in the crowd Thursday. They came in automobiles, carriages, buggies,
wagons, carts, horse-back, on bicycle, afoot...Hundreds brought well filled baskets and enjoyed
a basket dinner as well as having a holiday.
The committee on entertainment had everything in readiness for the big meet. The speakers'
stand and the grounds were comfortably arranged and artistically decorated. Large
photographs of Lincoln, Grant and McKinley were given conspicuous places on the speakers'
stand. A number of amusement stands were scattered about on the streets giving the town a
carnival appearance.
185 veterans were present on this occasion and they were listed.
Note: This was forty-six years after the war had ended. Even the youngest veterans would have
been in their sixties.
The Jackson Herald also reported the reunion. Some of their report was as follows:
Never did a more fraternal spirit prevail at a meeting of the once opposing hosts than
characterized last week's reunion, from the opening petition by Rev. H. T. Watts to the closing
prayer by Rev. T. H. Rymer. The attendance was large, especially on Thursday, the crowd sober
and well-behaved. Sweet were the strains of song from human voice and musical instrument,
the speakers able, entertaining, patriotic and tactful, and the "boys" around the campfires one
moment would move their hearers to tears by the tales of pathos and the next minute carry
them into fits of laughter with their humorous stories.
Thursday Mayor B. F. Rader delivered the address of welcome and turned over to President
Adams the key to the town—a perfect instrument of wood, 28 inches long and beautifully
bronzed—the work of James S. Chase. Both officials did themselves proud on this occasion and
that of the return of the key on Friday afternoon.
At 1 Thursday afternoon was the veterans parade commanded by Captain Summerfield
Thomas. The addresses of the day were given by Judge William Parsons, Col. Riley, Judge Moss,
State Historian Virgil A. Lewis and Rev. M. V. Bowles. "The Old Canteen" was rendered by Miss
Helen Archer (now Thrasher).
Prosecuting Attorney Hughes and Hon. E. L. Stone were among the dispensers of eloquence and

Clerk (Marshall) Archer gave a popular recitation.
At the evening campfire Miss (Minnie) Reinwald again delighted the crowd with the song "The
Star Spangled Banner," pantomined by eight young girls.
Friday afternoon the selection of officers resulted in the unanimous re-election of Capt: I. M.
Adams as president, J. B. Kessel as vice-president, F. H. Green as secretary and J. B. Morgan as
treasurer.
Executive committee elected as follows: J. H. P. Horn, D. F. McNear, Levi Roush, J. E. Horn and
Lewis Johns for Jackson County; C. F.Meredith, C. T. Moore, J. B. Casto, J. L. Coon and H.C.
Ferguson for Roane. Other counties the same as last year.
In 1924 there appeared in a county newspaper the picture of twenty-nine Civil War veterans.
They were standing in front of the court house. Their names were listed but no other
information is at hand.
GAR MONUMENT

I shall quote myself from an article that appeared in The Jackson Herald of March 19, 1965:
"In the Jackson County court house square there is a statue that may more often than not
escape our attention. The week of March 19 is the fiftieth anniversary of its placement. A brief
recall might be in order. A Jackson Herald report at this time had this to say: 'The design is
perfect, the letters and emblems well executed and the bronze statue represents a private
soldier of infantry, fully equipped and standing at parade rest.' “

Engraved in the granite supporting the statue is the legend: "A Memorial to the defenders of
our country 1861-65." On the back side are the letters GAR which could stand only for Grand
Army of the Republic."

